
SENATE . No. 400

To accompany the petition of John W. Heselton, president of the
Massachusetts Selectmens Association, for the appointment of a spe-
cial commission (including members of the General Court) to investi-
gate the administrative organization of the State government with a
view to promoting efficiency and economy therein. Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently.

C!)c Commontocaltfr of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Investigation into the
Administrative Organization of the State Gov-
ernment with a View to Promoting Efficiency and
Economy Therein.

1 Resolved , That a special unpaid commission
2 is hereby established, to consist of two members
3 of the senate to be designated by the president
4 thereof and five members of the house of repre-
-5 sentatives to be designated by the speaker
6 thereof, the chairman of the commission on
7 administration and finance, ex officio, a person
8 appointed by the president of the Massachu-
-9 setts State Association of Selectmen, a person

10 appointed by the County Commissioners’ Asso-
-11 ciation of Massachusetts, and a person appointed
12 by the president of the Massachusetts Taxpayers’
13 League. The commission shall choose its chair-
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14 man from the members last named, and shall
15 be known as the State Administration Investi-
-16 gating Commission. It shall be the duty of the
17 commission to investigate and consider the
18 administrative organization of the state govern-
19 ment, and particularly the functions and duties
20 of the several departments, commissions and
21 other state agencies, and the possibility of pro-
22 moting greater efficiency and economy, as well
23 as the practicality of granting to municipalities
24 and counties powers and duties now exercised
25 or assumed by the administrative organization
26 of the state government, including:
27 (1) Whether it is possible or advisable to cur-
28 tail or abolish any part or parts of the adminis-
29 trative activities of the state government;
30 (2) Whether it is possible or advisable to
31 transfer any of the administrative activities of
32 the state government to the counties and/or
33 municipalities;
34 (3) Whether it is possible or advisable to re-
35 duce the expenditures of any or all of the ad-
36 ministrati•ve agencies of the state government;
37 (4) Whether there is any practical means of
38 creating an agency charged with the duty and
39 given the facilities to consider the expenditures
40 of and requests for appropriations by adminis-
41 trative agencies of the state government for the
42 sole purpose of publicly reporting such expen-
43 ditures or requests as are unnecessary.
44 The commission shall report its findings, with
45 such recommendations and drafts for such legis-
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46 lation as it may deem expedient, to the next
47 annual session of the general court, or sooner,
48 if authorized by a majority vote of the com-
-49 mission, and in any event by filing the same
50 with the clerk of the house of representatives
51 on or before
52 Upon the filing of such report, the existence
53 of the commission shall terminate. The com-
-54 mission shall be furnished with rooms in the
55 state house. The commission may give public
56 hearings, and may require by summonses the
57 attendance and testimony of witnesses and the
58 production of books and papers relating to any
59 matter under investigation, and may administer
60 oaths to witnesses testifying before it. Such
61 summons shall be issued and such oaths adminis-
-62 tered by the chairman of the commission or by
63 any of its members, in his absence. A witness
64 who gives false testimony or wdio fails to appear
65 when duly summoned shall be subject to the
66 same penalties to which a witness before a
67 court is subject when so offending.
68 The attorney general shall assign an assistant
69 to assist, the commission, if requested, but the
70 commission shall have the right, by a majority
71 vote, to employ counsel of its own selection.
72 The commission on administration and finance
73 shall furnish such assistance to the commission
74 as may be requested, but the commission shall
75 have the right, by majority vote, to employ
76 accountants, experts, and any other assistants
77 of its own selection.



[Jan. 1935.SENATE —No. 400.4

78 The commission may expend such sums for
79 expenses, travel, clerical and other assistance
80 as may be approved by a majority vote, not
81 exceeding such sum as the general court may
82 appropriate.


