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To accompany the petition of Charles W. Lavers for legislation
prohibit certain employers from availing themselves of certain

defences in actions brought by their injured employees under the
(workmen’s compensation laws. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act prohibiting Certain Employers from availing
themselves of Certain Defences in Actions by their
Injured Employees brought Under the Workmen’s
Compensation Laws.

1 . Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would,
2 in part, defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section sixty-six of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 two of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary edition, is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end the following new paragraph:
5 No employer who fails to comply with the per-
-6 tinent provisions of this chapter may avail himself
7 of any defence that the employee, by entering into
8 the employment, assumed the risk of injury either
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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9 under the express or implied terms of his contract
10 of employment or under the legal principle known
11 as the contractual assumption by the employee of
12 the risk of injury in the course of his employment;
13 and proof that an employee of such an employer
14 was injured in the course of his employment shall
15 as a matter of law create a presumption that the
16 employee did not assume the risk of such injury;
17 provided, that the employer may overcome such
18 presumption by proof that the injury to the employee
19 was caused by his wanton or wilful misconduct.


