
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEN-
ATE, MR. JAMES G. MORAN, IN DEBATE
ON THE SUBSTITUTION OF THE BILL PRE-
SCRIBING THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO
BE TAKEN AND SUBSCRIBED TO BY PRO-
FESSORS, INSTRUCTORS AND TEACHERS
IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES OF THIS STATE (SENATE,
NO. 524), FOR AN ADVERSE REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

The fundamental importance of the bill now under
discussion prompts me to relinquish my post as your
presiding officer for a few minutes and talk to you as
the member from the First Bristol District. I feel that
my position should be made definitely clear. I favor the
passage of the law that will make it mandatory for all
teachers in our public schools and colleges to subscribe to
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth. Those who advocate this law are not put-
ting any hardship upon teachers. They do not question
their patriotism. When you and I entered upon our
duties as members of the Massachusetts Legislature we
took an oath to support the Constitution of Massachu-
setts. The Governor and every official of the Common-
wealth, whether elected or appointed, must take this
oath. It might be that there are those who would serve
faithfully without taking an oath and that there are
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those members of society who would take an oath andnot live up to it. That has no bearing on the point atissue. The question is far deeper than that. I regard
the oath as a re-affirmation of loyalty to our constitu-tional form of government.

In every social order there are certain formulas that
are part of the ritual. They are not peculiar to America.
They are the rules of conduct in every national life. The
citizens of every nationality on earth conform to certain
ideas of allegiance. It is this allegiance that makes them
co-ordinated nations. While allowing other nations to
hold to other forms of government, they still insist that
their own form and procedure are essential to their
national happiness.

Here in America we owe a distinct debt to our founders.
We can never repay this obligation to those who made
our nation possible. In my opinion there should be far
more emphasis on the teaching of our history. The
Constitution should be studied with care and its dignified
concepts driven deep into the hearts of our youth. I
realize how intellectual it sounds for prominent educators
to talk in glittering terms about freedom. Just what
they mean is not always easy to understand. These
same educators, who ridicule the suggestion that they
take an oath to stand by the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth because such an oath will be an infringement
of their liberty, would be the very first to complain if the
Constitution were amended so as to take from them the
tax exemption which their institutions now enjoy. They
refuse to make their own contribution of respect for law
by offering to support the foundation of all our law
the Constitution of the Commonwealth. Their idea of
liberty seems to be a certain brand that fits into their
own segregated scheme of life and ignores the opinion of
the rest of society. It is a sort of one-way liberty.

May I recall to the minds of the Senators the simple
fact that our State Commissioner of Education had to
take an oath to support the Constitution in order legally
to hold his present position. And yet he comes to our
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legislative hearing and says that the same oath on the
part of teachers is an unnecessary requirement and would
be an infringement of their rights to intellectual freedom.
He would almost make us believe that teachers would be
inclined to violate an oath and teach communist doctrine
if the oath were made compulsory. In other words, the
suggestion of an oath to support the Constitution of
Massachusetts is so repugnant to his sensitive mind that
it would be conducive to treason. The way of illogical
reasoning, when the intelligentia get into public debate,
is beyond the average mind to comprehend.

There is a dignity to being sworn into public service.
The very highest court in our land is presided over by
men who were asked to swear allegiance and subscribe
to the Constitution of this nation. The President of
the United States swears to uphold the laws of the Re-
public. Every Governor, and practically every office
holder, from the highest to the lowest, all over the
country, is duly sworn into office. It is an American
custom, and serves as a reminder that we are an orderly
people and that we have a Constitution under which
men, women and children, including public school
teachers in Massachusetts, have rights and obligations.

When President Harding died, and Massachusetts’
distinguished citizen and the former President of this
Senate was notified by the press that he had become
President of the United States, Calvin Coolidge called
his venerable father into the family sitting room in
Plymouth, Vermont, and by the dim light of an old-
fashioned oil lamp, held up his hand and swore to up-
hold the Constitution and laws of this Republic. He
was assuming new duties. The law had made him
President by the constitutional rule of succession. He
had already taken oath to uphold the Constitution as
Vice-President. He had taken that same oath in this
very chamber as a Senator. His deep love for his coun-
try had never been questioned. But he believed that
a man cannot too often bring himself into solemn con-
tact with the duties that attend upon the service of his
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fellowmen. So Calvin Coolidge, in that momentous
hour, once again pledged allegiance to his country, and
swore that he “would faithfully execute the office of
President of the United States and would, to the best
of his ability, preserve, protect and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States.” The Constitution has
never been in safer hands. The people have never been
more confidently secure than under the sane statesman-
ship of Calvin Coolidge.

In the minds of some of our college presidents, taking
an oath may have been a needless and silly gesture on
the part of our former President. To me, it carried a

dignity and a solemnity far higher than that shown by
the college presidents who so bitterly attacked the pur-
poses of the bill before us when it was heard in commit-
tee a short time ago.

The youth of this Commonwealth are coming under
world influence. There is much anti-social and anti-
American propaganda being heard on every hand. Our
bulwark is the Constitution. To stand for its principles
and its soundness of thought appeals to me as one of
the safeguards of our democracy. I feel that those who
teach our youth should be proud to take an oath of alle-
giance to our Constitution. These teachers live under
the Constitution. They take the pay of the citizens of
the Commonwealth. They tell us, with vehemence,
that they are good Americans in every way and that
they love our institutions. If this be so, why should
they hesitate to go through the simple formula that is

demanded of every public official in the state service.
To counteract the effort on the part of alien influences
to weaken the American tradition, both here and abroad,

the proposed law can serve only the most useful purpose.
I hope that the bill is substituted forthwith and even-
tually reaches the Governor for his signature.


