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By Mr. Bowker of Brookline, petition of Philip G. Bowker for
adoption of resolutions protesting discrimination by the German
government against certain athletes because of race or creed and
requesting the American Olympic Committee to withdraw all teams
from the United States from participation in Olympic games in Berlin
in 1936. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

Resolutions protesting Discrimination by the German
Government against Certain Athletes because of Race
or Creed and requesting the American Olympic Com-
mittee to Withdraw all Teams from the United States
from Participation in Olympic Games in Berlin.

1 Whereas, In the course of our history, the American
2 people have built up an ideal form of government
3 which has grown out of and in harmony with Ameri-
-4 can traditions; and
5 Whereas, Today, when we face the prospect of the
6 International Olympic Games being held in Nazi
7 Germany, a government which has violated every
8 sound principle of democracy and religious freedom,
9 we are aghast and cannot, without protest, counte-

-10 nance the prospect of the sullying of American ath-
-11 letic traditions by co-operation amid surroundings
12 where athletes are discriminated against on the basis
13 of race or creed; and

Cbe Commonwealth of Massachusetts



HOUSE— No. 84. [Jan. 1936.2

14 Whereas, Jew, Catholic and Protestant have known
15 the bitter barbs of Nazi hate, free labor and people
16 who would cherish democratic government have been
17 persecuted, and young men and women of all these
18 groups find themselves
19 athletics in Nazi Germany
20 Whereas, We feel that
21 atmosphere would be a
22 athletic traditions which
23 skill, regardless of color,
24 therefore be it

discriminated against in
: and
to participate in such an
prostitution of American
recognize honest athletic
race, religion or politics;

25 Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representa-
-26 fives of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, that
27 the American Olympic Committee be, and it is hereby,
28 requested to withdraw, on all teams from the United
29 States of America, participation in the Olympic Games
30 to be held in Berlin in 1936; and be it further
31 Resolved, That, in the event of the formal partici-
-32 pation of any teams from America in these games,
33 Massachusetts athletes be requested to refuse to par-
-34 ticipate in any trials to be held for any Olympic team;
35 and be it further
36 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent
37 by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the Ameri-
-38 can Olympic Committee, to the National Amateur

39 Athletic Union and to the Legislatures of the other
40 States of the United States, with the suggestion that
41 they take similar action.


