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An Act further regulating Bail in Criminal Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-one Bof chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-six of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the sixth and twenty-fourth lines, the word
5 “five” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance,
6 the word: eight, —so that the first paragraph of
7 said section will read as follows: No person pro-
-8 posing to become bail or surety in a criminal case for
9 hire or reward, either received or to be received, shall

10 be accepted as such unless he shall have been ap-
-11 proved and registered as a professional bondsman
12 by the superior court or a justice thereof. No person
13 proposing to become bail or surety in a criminal case
14 in any calendar year after having become bail or
15 surety in criminal cases on eight separate occasions in
16 said year shall be accepted thereafter during said year
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17 as bail or surety unless he shall have been approved and
18 registered as a professional bondsman as aforesaid.
19 A person who has been accepted as bail or surety,
20 contrary to the provisions of this section, shall never-
-21 theless be liable on his obligation as such bail or
22 surety. Such approval and registration may be re-
-23 voted at any time by such court or a justice thereof,
24 and shall be revoked in case such a bondsman fails for
25 thirty days after demand to satisfy in full a judgment
26 recovered under section seventy-four or a new judg-
-27 ment entered on review under section seventy-six.
28 The district attorney or prosecuting officer obtaining
29 any such judgment which is not satisfied in full as
30 aforesaid shall, forthwith upon the expiration of such
31 period of thirty days, notify in writing the chief
32 justice of such court. All professional bondsmen shall
33 be governed by rules which shall be established from
34 time to time by the superior court. Any unregistered
35 person receiving hire or reward for his services as bail
36 or surety in any criminal case, and any unregistered
37 person becoming bail or surety in any criminal case
38 in any calendar year after having become bail or
39 surety in criminal cases on eight separate occasions
40 in said year, and any professional bondsman violating
41 any provision of the rules established hereunder for
42 such bondsmen, shall be punished by a fine of not
43 more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment
44 for not more than one year, or both. The provisions
45 of this section shall not apply to surety companies
46 or to probation officers.


