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By Mr. Sawyer of Ware, petition of Roland D. Sawyer that redress

be provided for persons who without criminal intent participate in
undertakings which may constitute felony or conspiracy. Judiciary
(Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act to protect Innocent Participants and Victims of
Fraudulent Promoters and Abettors of Felonious
Undertakings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Any one, with innocent intent, who has been em-
-2 ployed or has participated in any capacity or has had
3 dealings in an undertaking which, under the laws of
4 this commonwealth or of the United States, would
5 constitute a felony or a conspiracy to commit a felony,
6 or in an ostensibly legitimate undertaking any of the
7 actual or apparent principals or agents of which engage
8 in another undertaking which would constitute a
9 felony or criminal conspiracy under state or federal

10 laws, such employee or participant or other person
11 shall recover all damages suffered and any other relief
12 in law or in equity.
13 Joint and several liability shall rest upon the said
14 actual or apparent principals or agents and any person
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15 who has aided any of them in any of the said under-
-16 takings after either knowing the felonious intent or
17 having such knowledge of the character of any of the
18 said principals or agents as would cause a reasonably
19 prudent man to refuse his services or assistance.

20 Per se damages of not less than one third other
21 damages shall be added for a plaintiff whose services
22 or name or reputation have been involved. All parties
23 and undertakings, however described herein, shall
24 include individuals, partnerships, corporations, and
25 any other form of association and any shareholder,
26 officer, agent or servant. Causes made rights of action
27 under this act which were in existence within three
28 years prior to its effective date shall be included herein.


