
HOUSE 806

By Mr. Charles A. Kelley of Worcester, petition of Paul Potter for
revision of the laws relating to traffic and traffic signs and signals so

as to provide better for the safety of travelers. Highways and Motor
Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to Improvement of Traffic Laws and to
Safety on Public Ways.

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking out chapter eighty-nine as
3 amended and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:

6

7 Section 1. The following words, terms, and
8 phrases as used in this chapter shall be construed as
9 follows, unless a different meaning is clearly apparent

10 from the language or context, or unless such con-
-11 struction is inconsistent with the manifest intention
12 of the legislature;
13 “Bus Stop”, an area in a way lawfully set aside
14 for the stopping and parking of busses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

Law of the Road

Cf)c Commontoealth of Massachusetts

5 Chapter 89.
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15 “Crosswalk”, that portion of a roadway at or near
any intersecting way ordinarily and reasonably used
for the crossing of a way by pedestrians, or any por-
tion of a roadway distinctly indicated for the crossing
of any way by pedestrians by lines or other markings
on the surface of the roadway or otherwise clearly
indicated for such purpose.

16
17
18
19
20
21

“Driver”, any person riding, driving, operating,
or in actual physical control of animals, street cars,
or vehicles as herein defined.

22
23
24
25 “Highway”, “Street” or “Way”, any public way,

as hereinafter defined.26
“Highway Division”, any parkway, grass plot,

reservation, space reserved for railroad and street
cars or other purposes, viaduct, walk, sunken way,
subway or other structure or area, dividing the road-
way or any way, as hereinafter defined, or any private
way into two separate and distinct portions both of
which are designed, improved and ordinarily used
for vehicular travel.

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

“Intersecting Way”, any public way which joins
another at an angle whether or not it crosses the
other.

35
36
37

“Intersection”, the area embraced within the
prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines,
or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the
roadways of intersecting ways, as defined herein,
which join one another at, or at approximately at,
right angles; or the area at or near any intersecting
ways which has been set aside for or is ordinarily
used for the accommodation of traffic entering or
leaving such intersecting ways or within which
vehicles traveling upon these intersecting ways may
come in conflict.

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
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49 “Lane”, a longitudinal division of a roadway into
a strip of sufficient width to accommodate the passage50
of a single line of vehicles, clearly marked or desig-51
nated on the surface of the roadway.52

“Laned Roadway”, a way or private way, the53
roadway of which is divided into three or more54

55 clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.
56 “Local Authority”, the metropolitan district com-
-57 mission, the Boston traffic commission, any county,
56

city, town, park commission, local public body or58
official, or any other commission or person em-59
powered by law to make any rule, order, regulation,60
ordinance or by-law in any way pertaining to the61
regulation and use of any vehicle upon ways or62
private ways within their respective jurisdictions.63

“Loading or Service Zone”, that portion of a way64
lawfully set apart and reserved for the loading and65
unloading of passengers or property.66

“Motor Vehicle”, as defined in section one of67
chapter ninety, General Laws.68

“Official Traffic Control Devices”, all signs,69
70 signals, markings and devices lawfully placed,
71 erected and maintained by any authority having
72 jurisdiction over the way or private way, upon
73 which they exist, for the purpose of regulating,
74 warning or guiding traffic.
75 “Official Traffic Control Signal”, any device
76 whether manually, electrically or mechanically op-
77 erated by which traffic is alternately directed to
78 stop and proceed, lawfully placed, erected and
79 maintained by any authority having jurisdiction
80 over the way or private wT ay upon which they so exist.
81 “One-way Street”, a way or private way upon
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82 which traffic is lawfully limited, other than terr
porarily, to traffic moving in one direction.83

“Parking”, the standing of a vehicle, whether
occupied or not, on a public or private way other-
wise than temporarily for the purpose and while
actually engaged in loading or unloading, or in
obedience to police officer or official traffic control
devices, or while making emergency repairs, or, if
disabled, while arrangements are being made to
move such vehicle.

84
85
86

87
88
89
90
91

“Pedestrian”, any person afoot, and not subject
to the provisions of this chapter applicable to the
rider or driver of animals or vehicles.

92
93
94

“Person”, every natural person, firm, co-partner-
ship, association or corporation.

95
96

“Police Officer”, any officer or official who is act-
ing within his jurisdiction and is invested by law
with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic.

97
98
99

“Private Way”, every road, driveway or place in
private ownership and used for vehicular travel by
the owner or owners and those having express or
implied permission from the owner or owners, but
not open to use by other members of the public for
the purposes of vehicular travel.

100
101
102
103
104
105

“Public Way”, any public way, private way laid
out under authority of statute, way dedicated to
public use, way under the control of park commis-
sioners, or bodies having like authority; including
any traffic circle, under and over passes, and ap-
proaches, and exits thereof, or any area set aside
for the accommodation of traffic at or near inter-
secting ways.

106
107
108
109
110
11l
112
113

“Roadway”, that portion of a way improved,
designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel.

114
115
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116 “Roadway Division”, that portion of a way or

117 private way, located at one side of a highway divi
118 sion, as above defined, designed, improved and
119 ordinarily used for vehicular travel; and all pro-
120 visions of this chapter shall apply thereto so far as
121 applicable to the same extent as to separate and
122 distinct ways.
123 “Safety Zone”, the area or space within a way,
124 lawfully set apart, marked or otherwise indicated for
125 the exclusive use of pedestrians.
126 “Street Car”, a car for transporting persons or
127 property upon rails principally upon ways or private
128 ways, or a car or other conveyance operated by the
129 system known as trolley motor or trackless trolley
130 under chapter one hundred and sixty-three.
131 “Taxicab Stand”, an area in a way lawfully set
132 aside and marked for the parking of taxicabs.
133 “Thickly settled or business district”, the territory
134 contiguous to any which is built up with structures
135 devoted to business, or the territory contiguous to
136 any way where the dwelling houses are situated at
137 such distances as wall average less than two hundred
138 feet between them for a distance of a quarter of a
139 mile or over.
140 “Traffic Island”, any area or space set aside
141 within a roadway, designed and intended to regulate
142 the flow of traffic and not for the use of vehicular
143 travel.
144 “Vehicle”, every device, propelled by power other
145 than human power, in, upon or by which any person
146 or property is or may be transported or drawn upon
147 a way, except devices used exclusively upon sta-
-148 tionary rails or tracks or operated by the system
149 known as trolley motor or trackless trolley under
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150 chapter one hundred and sixty-three; every bicycle,
velocipede or other similar device propelled by human
power, and any other device propelled by human
power, the load dimensions of which exceed two feet
in width or three feet in length, but expressly except-
ing children and invalid carriages.

151
152
153
154
155
156 “Way” or “Highway”, any public way, as above

defined.157
Section 2. The provisions of this chapter shall

be applicable and uniform throughout the common-
wealth and in all political subdivisions and munici-
palities therein and no state department or official
or any local authority shall enact or enforce any
rule, order, regulation, ordinance or by-law in-
consistent with, in alteration of, or in conflict with
the provisions of this chapter except as expressly
authorized herein. Local authorities may, how-
ever, enact additional rules, orders, regulations,
ordinances and by-laws which are not in conflict
with the provisions of this chapter.

158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169

Section 3. The provisions of this chapter shall
apply when the vehicles, animals, street cars, or
other cars moving on rails, to which they refer are
upon any public way; and shall also apply, so far
as applicable when the context so admits, when they
are upon any private way, but nothing in this chap-
ter shall be construed to prevent owners of real
property, upon which such private ways are located
from prohibiting their use thereon, regulating their
use thereon in any way, or permitting their use
thereon in any way contrary to these provisions as
may seem best to such owners.

170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181

Section 4. Every person riding a bicycle or
similar device or an animal, and every person

182
183
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driving an animal or propelling a push cart or any
other device coming within the definition of a
vehicle shall, although not expressly mentioned in
any section hereof, be subject to the provisions of
this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle,
except those provisions which by their very nature
can have no application.

184
185
186
187
188
189
190

Operators of street cars or other cars moving upon
rails and pedestrians shall be subject to no other
provisions of this chapter than those expressly
made applicable to them.

191
192
193
194

Section 5. It shall be unlawful for any person to
perform any act forbidden or to fail to perform any
act required by the provisions of this chapter.

195
196
197

Any person convicted of a violation of any pro-
vision of this chapter, the punishment for which is
not otherwise provided, shall be punished by a
fine of not more than twenty-five dollars, but if
riders, drivers, or operators of motor vehicles or
other special classes of vehicles or animals are sub-
ject to a different penalty for similar offence as
elsewhere expressly provided shall be enforced in
lieu of the penalty above provided.

198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206

Section 6. The provisions of this chapter shall
apply to public officers and employees of the United
States, this commonwealth, any city, town or com-
mission, or any other political subdivision or body,
subject to such specific exceptions as are set forth
in this chapter with reference to drivers of ambu-
lances, vehicles of a fire, police, or a recognized
protective department.

207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215 The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to

any persons subject thereto while they are actually
engaged in work upon a way closed to travel or

216
217
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218 under construction or repair when the nature of
219 their work necessitates a departure from these
220 provisions.
221 Section 7. The driver of a vehicle of a fire, police
222 or recognized protective department shall be sub-
-223 ject to the provisions of any statute, rule, regula-
224 tion, ordinance or by-law relating to the operation
225 or parking of vehicles, except that a driver of fire
226 apparatus while going to the fire, or responding to
227 an alarm, or the driver of a vehicle of a police or
228 recognized protective department, or a vehicle
229 commandeered by the police, in an emergency and
230 while in the performance of a public duty, may

231 drive such vehicle in excess of the applicable speed
232 limit if he exercises caution and due regard under
233 the circumstances for the safety of persons and
234 property, and may drive such vehicles through an
235 intersection of ways contrary to any traffic signs
236 or signals regulating traffic at such intersection if
237 he first brings such vehicle to a full stop and then
238 proceeds with caution and due regard for the safety
239 of persons and property, unless otherwise directed

240 by the police officer regulating traffic at such in-
241 tersection.
242 Section 8. No person shall wilfully fail or refuse
243 to comply with any lawful order or direction re-
244 lating to the direction, control or regulation of traffic
245 of a police officer or other person who is acting
246 within his jurisdiction and is invested by law with
247 authority to direct, control or regulate traffic

Persons while acting in conformity with such248
249 orders and directions which are not in accord with
250 any provision of this chapter shall be relieved from
251 the observance of any such provision.
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252 Section 9. Police officers, or other persons in-
-253 vested by law, to direct, control or regulate traffic
254 shall direct all traffic in conformity with provisions
255 of this chapter, provided that in the event of a fire,
256 other emergency or to expedite traffic or safeguard
257 pedestrians, they and officers of a fire department
258 may in performance of their duties, direct, control
259 and regulate traffic as conditions may require, not-
260 withstanding the provisions of this chapter.
261 Section 10. All persons subject to the provi-
262 sions of this chapter shall obey the instructions,
263 restrictions and commands of any official traffic
264 control device, when applicable to them.
265 Words, markings and indicia on traffic control
266 devices and their presence and color shall have the
267 force and effect of and impart such instructions,
268 restrictions and commands as are naturally and
269 clearly to be inferred therefrom; and traffic control
270 signals shall convey instructions, restrictions and
271 commands as provided in the following section
272 Persons while acting in conformity with orders
273 and directions of official traffic control devices which
274 may not be in accord with other provisions of this
275 chapter shall be relieved from the observance of any
276 such provision
277 Section 11. Whenever traffic is controlled by
278 official traffic control signals which exhibit the
279 words “Go,” “Caution,” “Stop” or other words,
280 or which exhibit different colors, arrows or other
281 indicia such control signals shall convey such mean-
282 ings, instructions and commands as the department
283 of public works of the commonwealth may from
284 time to time determine and manifest by rules and
285 regulations which it may promulgate, such rules
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and regulations to be subject to approval and to
take effect in the manner provided by section six of
chapter sixteen.

286
287
288

Section 12. No person shall without lawful au-
thority attempt to, or in fact alter, deface, injure,
knock down or remove any official traffic control
device or any railroad sign or signal or any in-
scription, shield or insignia thereon or any other
part thereof.

289
290
291
292
293
294

Section 13. No person shall place, maintain or
display upon or in view of any highway, any un-
authorized sign, signal, marking or device which
purports to be, or is an imitation of or resembles an
official traffic control device or railroad sign or
signal, or which attempts to direct the movement
of traffic, or which hides from view or interferes
with the effectiveness of any official traffic control
device or any railroad sign or signal and no person
shall place or maintain nor shall any public author-
ity permit upon any highway any traffic sign or
signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising.
This shall not be deemed to prohibit the erection
upon private property adjacent to highways signs
giving useful directional irformation and of a type
that cannot be mistaken for official signs.

295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310

Every such prohibited sign, signal or marking is
hereby declared to be a public nuisance and the
authority having jurisdiction over the highway is
hereby empowered to remove the same or cause it
to be removed without notice.

311
312
313
314
315

Section 14-. Upon all ways of sufficient width, a
vehicle shall at all times be driven upon the right
half of the roadway except, under the following
conditions:

316
317
318
319
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1. When overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the direction under the rules govern-
ing such movement.

320
321
322

2. When the right half of a roadway is impassable
or closed to traffic while under construction or repair ;

323
324

3. When driving upon a laned roadway under the
rules applicable thereon;

325
326

4. When driving upon the roadway of a one-way
street and any roadway division or any other road-
way upon which all vehicles are required to travel
in the same direction.

327
328
329
330

5. When official traffic control devices direct
otherwise.

331
332

The driver of a slow moving vehicle shall at all
times drive the same as closely as possible to the
right hand edge of the curb of a roadway unless
lawfully directed otherwise.

333
334
335
336
337 Section 15. Whenever any roadway has been

divided into three or more clearly marked lanes for
traffic, the following rules in addition to all others
herein stated shall apply:

338
339
340
341 1. A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical

entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved
from such lane until the driver has first ascertained
that such movement can be made with safety.

342
343
344
345 2. Upon a roadway other than that of a one-way

street, which is divided into three or more lanes and
the center line of the roadway lies within the area of
any such lane, a vehicle shall not be driven in the
lane in which such center line is contained except
when overtaking and passing another vehicle or in
preparation for a left turn or unless such center lane
is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving

346
347
348
349
350
351
352
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353 in the direction the vehicle is proceeding and official
traffic control devices give notice of such allocation.354

355 3. Official traffic control devices may be erected,
subject to provisions of law, by authorities within
their respective jurisdictions directing slow moving
traffic to use a designated lane or allocating any
specified lane to special traffic moving in the same
direction; and drivers of vehicles shall obey the
direction of every such device.

356
357
358
359
360
361

Section 16. Upon the roadway of a one-way street
a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction desig-
nated.

362
363
364

Section 17. All rules for the driving and turning of
vehicles on one-way streets, shall apply to drivers of
vehicles upon any roadway division and any other
roadway upon which all vehicles are required to
travel in the same direction.

365
366
367
368
369

Section 18. Upon all roadways divided by a high-
way division all vehicles shall be driven on that road-
way division which as to the direction of travel lies
to the right of such highway division.

370
371
372
373

Section 19. At any junction or intersection of ways
where the roadway grades have been separated and
where these ways are connected by ramps and at any
intersection of ways in which there are traffic islands,
traffic circles, or other areas set aside for the accom-
modation of traffic, drivers of vehicles shall proceed
as indicated by official traffic control devices.

374
375
376
377
378
379
380

Section 20. When persons traveling with vehicles
meet on a way, each shall reasonably drive his
vehicle to the right of the middle of the travelled
part of such way, so that the vehicles may pass with-
out interference.

381
382
383
384
385

Section 21. The following rules shall govern the86
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387 overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the
388 same direction, subject also to the provisions of the

390 1. The driver of any vehicle overtaking another
391 vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass at
392 a safe distance to the left thereof and shall not cut
393 in ahead of such other vehicle until safely clear of it;
394 and he shall not so overtake and pass unless there is
395 sufficient clear space ahead, of the vehicle to be
396 overtaken to permit the overtaking to be completed
397 without impeding the safe operation of any vehicle
398 ahead, or without causing the driver of any such
399 vehicle to change his speed or to alter his course,
400 except as provided in clause two of this section.
401 2. Except when overtaking and passing on the
402 right is permitted the driver of a vehicle when about
403 to be overtaken and passed by another vehicle shall
404 give way to the right when practicable in favor of
405 the overtaking vehicle, on suitable and audible signal
406 being given by the driver of the overtaking vehicle,
407 and shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until
408 completely passed by the overtaking vehicle
409 Section 22. No vehicle in any event shall overtake
410 and pass another vehicle either on the left or right
411 under the following conditions;
412 1. Within five hundred feet of the crest of a grade
413 or upon a curve in a way where the driver’s view
414 along the way is obstructed for a distance of five
415 hundred feet.
416 2. Within one hundred feet of any bridge, viaduct,
417 or tunnel, or when approaching within one hundred
418 feet of or traversing any railroad grade crossing or
419 any intersection other than an intersection controlled
420 by official traffic control signals or by a police officer.

389 following sections:
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421 Except as permitted under rules applicable to
driving on one-way streets and laned highways, no
vehicle shall in overtaking another vehicle be driven
to the left side of the center under the following
conditions:

422
423
424
425
426 1. Unless such left side is clearly visible and is

free from oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance
ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be
completely made without interfering with the safe
operation of any vehicle approaching from the
opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken, or with-
out causing the driver of any such vehicle to change
his speed or alter his course, except as provided in
the preceding section. In every event the overtaking
vehicle must return to the right hand side of the
roadway before coming within one hundred feet of
any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction.

427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437

2. When official traffic control devices or distinc-
tive center line roadway markings lawfully direct
that traffic keep to the right of the center line of the
roadway.

438
439
440
441

3. When the driver of a vehicle in advance is
making or about to make, and has properly indicated,
or is indicating his intention to make a left turn.

442
443
444

The driver of an overtaking vehicle when traveling
outside a thickly settled or business district, and
under other conditions whenever necessary to insure
safe operation, shall give audible warning before
passing or attempting to pass a vehicle proceeding in
the same direction.

445
446
447
448
449
450

Section 23. The driver of a vehicle may overtake
and pass on the right of another vehicle which is
making, or about to make a left turn, or a vehicle
which is stopped or about to stop in obedience to an

451
452
453
454
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455 official traffic control device or police officer, pro-
-456 vided he has the right to proceed, and there is suffi-
-457 cient clearance on the right and the movement can
458 be made in safety.
459 The driver of vehicle, subject to the provisions of
460 the preceding sections, may overtake and allowing
461 sufficient clearance, pass another vehicle proceeding
462 in the same direction either on the left or on theright
463 on a four laned highway or any other roadway with
464 unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for five
465 lines of moving traffic, or on the roadway of a one-
-466 way street with unobstructed pavement of sufficient
467 width for three lines of moving traffic, when such
468 movement can be made in safety: likewise, in case
469 vehicles on any roadway are moving in two or more
470 slow moving substantially continuous lines vehicles
471 in any one such line may pass vehicles in another such
472 line either on the left or right.
473 No person in passing another vehicle on the right
474 shall drive a vehicle over the right hand curb of the
475 roadway or if there is no such curb, off the pavement
476 or upon the shoulder of the roadway; nor shall he in
477 so passing on a roadway on which traffic flows in two
478 directions drive a vehicle to the left of the center of
479 the roadway.
480 Section 2J+. The driver of a vehicle shall not
481 overtake and pass upon the left nor drive upon the
482 left side of any street car proceeding in the same
483 direction, whether such street car is actually in,
484 motion or temporarily at rest, except: when di-
-485 rected to do so by a police officer, when upon a one-
-486 way street, when upon a way where the tracks as
487 so located as to prevent passing on the right, or
488 when such passing on the left is required by any
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489 lawful and effective rule, order, regulation, ordi-
nance or by-law of a proper authority and traffic
control devices exist directing such passing on the
left. The driver of any vehicle when permitted to
overtake and pass a street car which has stopped
for the purpose of receiving or discharging any
passenger shall reduce speed and may proceed only
upon exercising due caution for pedestrians and
shall accord pedestrians the right of way when re-
quired by other sections of this chapter.

490
491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498

In approaching or passing a street car stopped or
about to stop to allow passengers to alight from or
board the same, the driver of a vehicle shall stop
the vehicle at least eight feet to the rear of the
running board or lowest step of the car then in use
by passengers for the purpose of alighting or board-
ing the car, and thereupon remain standing until
all passengers have boarded such street car or upon
alighting have reached a place of safety; provided
however that if the street car is stopping or has
stopped at a place where passengers are protected
by an established safety zone, or the driver of a
vehicle is expressly so directed by a police officer,
or such driver can proceed past such street car
without bringing his vehicle within eight feet in
any direction of such street car he may pass such
street car without making such stop.

499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515

Section 25. The driver of a vehicle on a highway
outside of a thickly settled or business district upon
meeting or overtaking any school bus which has
stopped on the highway for the purpose of receiving
or discharging any school children shall drive at a
speed which is reasonable and prudent and with due
caution for the safety of any such children and in no

516
517
518
519
520
521
522
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event in excess of ten miles per hour in passing such
school bus.

523
524

This section shall be applicable only in the event
the school bus shall bear upon the front and rear

thereon a plainly visible sign containing the words
“school bus” in letters not less than four inches in
height.

525
526
527
528
529

Section 26. Whenever any vehicle is slowing
down or has stopped to permit a pedestrian to cross
the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle shall
not overtake and pass the vehicle so slowing down
or stopped.

530
531
532
533
534

Section 27. The driver of a vehicle intending to
turn at an intersection, unless otherwise directed by
a police officer or an official traffic control device,
shall make such turns as follows:

535
536
537
538

1. Both the approach for a right turn and the
right turn itself shall be made as close as practi-
cable to the right curb or edge of the roadway.

539
540
541

2. Approach for a left turn shall be made in that
portion of the right half of the roadway nearest
the center line thereof and after entering the inter-
section the left turn shall be made so as to leave
the intersection to the right of the center line of
the roadway being entered.

542
543
544
545
546
547
548 3. Approach for a left turn from a one-way street

into another way shall be made when practicable
in such portion of the one-way street as will permit
passage on the right of other vehicles on the one-
way street, and after entering the intersection the
left turn shall be made by passing to the right of
the center line of the street being entered upon
leaving the intersection.

549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556 4. Local authorities in their respective jurisdic-
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tions subject to other provisions of law, may cause
official traffic control devices, such as markers, but-
tons or signs to be placed within or adjacent to
intersections and thereby require and direct that a
different course from that specified in this section
be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection
and when such official traffic control devices are so
placed no driver of a vehicle shall turn a vehicle at
an intersection other than as directed and required
by such official traffic control devices.

557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566

5. He shall give appropriate signal of his inten-
tion to make any of such turns at the time and in
the manner hereinafter provided.

567
568
569

Section 28. No vehicle shall be turned so as to
proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or
upon the approach to, or near the crest of a grade,
where such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of
any other vehicle approaching from either direction
within five hundred feet.

570
571
572
573
574
575

No driver shall turn any vehicle elsewhere than
at an intersection so as to proceed in the opposite
direction unless such turn can be made with safety
and without interfering with the normal movement
of traffic.

576
577
578
579
580

Drivers intending to turn elsewhere than at an
intersection from a public way into a private way
shall make such turns only when they can be made
in safety, after giving proper signal, and as fol-
lows :

581
582
583
584
585

1. Both the approach for a right turn and the
right turn itself shall be made as closely as practi-
cable to the right curb or edge of the roadway.

586
587
588

2. The approach for a left turn and the left turn
itself shall be made as near as practicable in and

589
590
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591 from that portion of the right half of the roadway
592 nearest the center line thereof: and the right of
593 way shall be yielded to all vehicles and street cars
594 approaching so closely as to constitute an imme-
595 diate hazard
596 Section 29. The driver of a vehicle before starting,
597 stopping, backing, turning at intersections or from a
598 direct course upon a highway or backing, shall first
599 see that such movement can be made in safety. If
600 such movement cannot be made in safety or if it
601 interferes unduly with the normal movement of other
602 traffic, the driver shall wait for a more favorable
603 opportunity to make such movement. If any pedes-
604 trian may be affected by such movement before
605 making such movement he shall give a clearly audible
606 signal and if the operation of another vehicle may be
607 affected by any such movement, the driver of such
608 other vehicle shall be given an appropriate and
609 plainly visible signal, so specified in the following

611 No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the
612 speed of a vehicle without giving an appropriate and
613 plainly visible signal as specified in the following
614 section to the driver of a vehicle immediately to
615 the rear when there is opportunity to give such
616 signal.
617 A driver of a vehicle shall not back the vehicle
618 around a corner at an intersection or into any inter-

620 Section 30. Any stopping or turning signal re-
-621 quired by the provisions of this chapter, shall be
622 given sufficient time in advance of the movement
623 indicated to give ample warning to any person who
624 may be affected by said movement, and shall be given

610 section.

619 section.
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either by means of the hand and in the manner herein
specified, or by a suitable mechanical or electrical
device approved by the department of public works,
but when a vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to
prevent the hand and arm signal from being made or
from being visible both to the front and rear, the
signal shall be given by a suitable device.

625
626
627
628
629
630
631

Section 31. All signals required to be given by the
provisions of this chapter by either hand and arm or
by any device, shall be given in such manner as the
department of public works of the commonwealth
may from time to time determine and manifest by
rules and regulations which it may promulgate, such
rules and regulations to be subject to approval and
to take effect in the manner provided by section six
of chapter sixteen.

632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640

Section 32. The driver of a vehicle shall give an
audible warning with a horn or other suitable warn-
ing device whenever necessary to insure safe oper-
ation.

641
642
643
644

Section 33. The driver of any vehicle shall not
follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable
and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such
vehicles and the traffic upon, and the condition of the
highway.

645
646
647
648
649

The driver of any motor truck or motor truck
drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a road-
way outside of a business or residence district shall
not follow within one hundred and fifty feet of
another motor truck or motor truck drawing another
vehicle. The provisions of this subdivision shall not
be construed to prevent overtaking and passing nor
shall the same apply upon any lane especially desig-
nated for use by motor trucks.

650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
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659 Section 3J+. No person shall drive a vehicle or
660 street car over any unprotected hose of a fire depart-
661 ment when laid down on any highway, private way,
662 public or private place. No person shall drive a

663 vehicle, other than one on emergency business within
664 three hundred feet of any fire apparatus going to a

665 fire or responding to an alarm, nor drive said vehicle,
666 or park or leave the same unattended within six
667 hundred feet of a fire or within the fire lines estab-
668 lished thereat by the fire department.
669 Section 35. No person shall drive a vehicle in
670 such a manner as to obstruct unnecessarily the
671 normal movement of traffic. Police officers are
672 hereby authorized to require any driver who fails
673 to comply with this section to drive to the side of
674 the roadway and wait until such traffic as has been
675 delayed has passed.
676 No driver shall enter an intersection or crosswalk
677 unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the
678 intersection or crosswalk and on the right half of
679 the roadway to accommodate the vehicle he is oper-
680 ating without obstructing the passage of other
681 vehicles or pedestrians notwithstanding any official
682 traffic control signal indication to proceed, except
683 that on a one-way street drivers shall not be re-
684 stricted to the use of the right half of the roadway,
685 but may have access to the entire width thereof,
686 if such is available.
687 Section 36. The driver of any vehicle proceeding
688 upon any street car track upon a street shall remove
689 such vehicle from the track as soon as practicable
690 after signal from the operator of said street car.
691 When a street car has started to cross an intersection
692 no driver of a vehicle shall drive upon or cross the
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693 car tracks within the intersection in front of the
694 street car. The driver of a vehicle upon overtak-
695 ing or passing a street car shall not turn in front of
696 such street car so as to interfere with or impede its
697 movement.
698 Section 37. Excepting on one-way streets a ve-
699 hide crossing from one side of the street to the
700 other shall do so by turning to the left, so as to
701 head in the general direction of traffic on the other
702 side of the street.
703 Section 38. The driver of a vehicle within a
704 thickly settled or business district emerging from
705 an alley, driveway or building shall stop such
706 vehicle immediately prior to driving on to a
707 sidewalk or on to the sidewalk area extending
708 across any such driveway or in front of any such
709 building.
710 Section 39. No vehicle shall at any time be
711 driven through or within a safety zone, nor upon
712 any sidewalk except at a permanent or temporary
713 driveway.
714 Section I+o. No vehicle shall be driven upon the
715 road surface of any wray when, by reason of con-
716 struction, surface treatment, maintenance or the
717 like, or because of some unprotected hazard, such
718 road surface is closed to travel, and one or more
719 signs, lights or signals have been erected to indi-
-720 cate that all or part of the road surface of the street
721 or highway is not to be used, or when so advised by
722 an officer, watchman, member of a street or high-
-723 way crew or employee of the authority having
724 jurisdiction over such way.
725 Section I+l. Any person who drives a vehicle on
726 any public way, in such a manner as to indicate a
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727 wilful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons
728 or property shall be punished by a fine of not less
729 than twenty dollars, not more than two hundred
730 dollars or by imprisonment for not less than two
731 weeks, not more than two years, or both.
732 Section Is. For the purposes of this section, the
733 department of public works may from time to time
734 designate any state or other highway or part thereof
735 as a through way, and may after notice revoke any
736 such designation; and any city or town may, with
737 the approval of said department and while such
738 approval is in effect, designate any way or part
739 thereof within the control of such city or town as
740 a through way and may, after notice and like ap-
-741 proval, revoke any such designation. Said depart-
-742 ment may, after notice, revoke any approval granted
743 under this section. No such designation of a through
744 way shall become effective as to regulation of traf-
-745 fic at any point of intersection or junction with an-
-746 other way until said department or the board or
747 officer having control of ways in a city or town, as
748 the case may be, shall have caused suitable warning
749 signs and signals to be erected at or near such point.
750 Every vehicle, railroad or street car immediately
751 before entering the limits of a through way except
752 at a terminus thereof shall be brought to a full stop
753 except when the driver is otherwise directed by a

.if754 police-officer, or by an official traffic control signal.
755 Section J+S. Every driver of a vehicle or operator
756 of a street car, approaching an intersecting way,
757 crosswalk or any other designated section of a
758 roadway where there exists facing him an official
759 traffic control device bearing the word “Stop” or
760 words of similar meaning shall before proceeding
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through the intersection, crosswalk or such desig-
nated section bring the vehicle, or street car to a
complete stop at such point as may be clearly
marked by a sign or line, or if a point is not so
marked, then at a place between the said “Stop”
sign and the nearer line of such intersecting way,
crosswalk or designated section of roadway. This
section shall not apply when traffic is otherwise
directed by a police officer of an official traffic con-
trol signal.

761
762
763
764
765
766
767
768
769
770

Section 44- The driver of a vehicle or operator
of a street car shall stop as required by the provi-
sions of the two preceding sections and shall yield
the right of way to other vehicles which have en-
tered the intersection of the way on which he is
driving with a through way, or any such intersections
or designated sections of roadways as specified in
the preceding section and to vehicles which are
approaching so closely thereto as to constitute an
immediate hazard, but said driver having so yielded
may proceed; and the drivers of all other vehicles
or street cars approaching thereto shall yield the
right of way to the vehicle so proceeding into or
across the through way, said intersections, or desig-
nated sections of roadways.

771
772
773
774
775

776
777

778
779
780
781
782
783
784
785

Section I+s. The driver of a vehicle or operator
of a street car about to enter a public way from a
private way or to cross a public way elsewhere than
at an intersection shall do so only when the move-
ment can be made in safety and shall yield the
right of way to all vehicles and street cars approach-
ing so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard.

786
787
788
789
790
791
792

Section 46. The members and apparatus of a fire
department while going to a fire or responding to an

793
794
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alarm, police patrol wagons and ambulances, and
hospital ambulances shall have the right of way
through any street, way, lane or alley. Whoever
wilfully and maliciously obstructs or retards the
passage of any of the foregoing in the exercise of such
right shall be punished by a fine of not more than
fifty dollars or imprisonment for not more than three
months.

795
796
797
798
799
800
801
802

Section 47 . Every motor man or operator of a
street car shall, upon the approach of any fire appa-
ratus going to a fire or responding to an alarm, imme-
diately stop said car clear of any intersection and
keep the same at a standstill until such apparatus has
passed; and upon such approach of any fire appara-
tus, every person driving a vehicle on a way shall
immediately drive said vehicle as far as possible
toward the right-hand curb or side of said way clear
of any intersection and shall keep the same at a
standstill until such fire apparatus has passed.
Violation of any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five
dollars.

803
804
805
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807
808
809
810
811
812
813
814
815
816

Section 48. Subject to other provisions of law,
so far as they may apply, the driver of a vehicle
approaching an intersection of any ways, shall grant
the right of way to a vehicle which has already
entered such intersection and every driver of a
vehicle entering such intersection shall grant the
right of way to a vehicle so entering from his right
at approximately the same instant; but the fore-
going provision shall not apply at any intersection of
ways when the driver is otherwise directed by a
police officer, or by an official traffic device or signal.
Operators of street cars shall be subject to the pro-

817
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819
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821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
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829 visions of this section, and for the purposes of this
section a street car shall have the status of a vehicle.830

Section J+9. The driver of a vehicle within an inter-
section intending to turn to the left shall yield the
right of way to any vehicle approaching from the
opposite direction which is within the intersection or
so closely thereto as to constitute an immediate
hazard, but said driver, having so yielded and having
given a signal when and as required by this chapter,
may make such left turn and the drivers of all other
vehicles approaching the intersection from said
opposite direction shall yield the right of way to the
vehicle making the left turn. Operators of street
cars shall be subject to the provisions of this section
and for the purposes of this section a street car shall
have the status of a vehicle.

831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844

Section 50. No person shall drive a vehicle when
it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat
such number of persons exceeding three as to ob-
struct the view of the driver to the front or sides
of the vehicle or as to interfere with the driver’s
control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.
No passenger in a vehicle or street car shall ride in
such position as to interfere with the driver’s or
motorman’s view ahead or to the sides, or to inter-
fere with his control over the driving mechanism of
the vehicle or street car.

845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853
854
855

Section 51. Whenever the load upon any vehicle
extends to the rear four feet or more beyond the
bed or body of such vehicle there shall be displayed
at the extreme rear end of the load at the times
specified in section seven, chapter ninety, General
Laws, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a
distance of at least five hundred feet to the sides

856
857
858
859
860
861
862
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863 and rear. The rear red light or lantern required
864 under this section shall be in addition to the red
865 rear light required upon every vehicle. At any
866 other time there shall be displayed at the extreme
867 rear end of such load a red flag or cloth not less
868 than sixteen inches square.
869 No passenger type vehicle shall be operated on

870 any highway with any load carried thereon extend-
871 ing beyond the line of the fenders on the left side
872 of such vehicle nor extending more than six inches
873 beyond the line of the fenders on the right side
874 thereof.
875 Section 52. No vehicle, other than cnes engaged
876 in construction, repair or maintenance of highway,
877 shall be driven or move on any highway unless
878 such vehicle is so constructed or so loaded as to
879 prevent its contents from spilling, dropping, sifting,
880 leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom. Vehicles
881 loaded with any material which may be blown
882 about by the wind shall be suitably covered to pre-
883 vent the contents from being blown upon the streets
884 or highways.
885 Section 53. No person riding upon a bicycle,
886 motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates or any toy
887 vehicle shall attach himself or such device to any
888 moving vehicle or street car upon any roadway;
889 and no person shall cling to or ride in or upon 5any
890 moving vehicle or street car without the consent
891 of the driver or operator of such vehicle or street car.
892 Section 5J+. The operator of a motorcycle or bi-
893 cycle when upon a highway shall not carry any
894 other person upon the handle bar, frame or tank
895 of any such vehicle, nor shall any person so ride
896 upon any such vehicle.
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897 Section 55. No person shall drive or operate any
898 vehicle in such condition or so constructed or so
899 loaded as to be likely to cause delay in traffic or
900 accident or injury to persons or property.
901 Section 56. No person shall travel on a highway
902 or private way with a sleigh or sled drawn by a
903 horse, unless there are at least three bells attached
904 to some part of the harness.
905 Section 57. The violation by the operator or
906 driver of a motor or other vehicle of any rule, order,
907 regulation, ordinance, by-lawr or statute limiting
908 traffic on any specified way or portion thereof to
909 traffic moving in one direction shall not, in respect to
910 any civil liability, render such operator or driver, or
911 such vehicle or any occupant thereof, a trespasser
912 upon such way or portion thereof.
913 Section 58. Pedestrians shall at all intersections
914 and crosswalks be subject to and obey the instruc-
915 tions, restrictions and commands of traffic control
916 signals as specified in sections fourteen and fifteen,
917 so far as applicable.
918 If such traffic control signals are equipped for the
919 indication of, and are operating to show, the reserva-
920 tion of the exclusive use of intersections or cross-
921 walks for pedestrians for an interval of time, they
922 shall then cross the intersection and crosswalks only
923 when reservation of pedestrian use is indicated by
924 such signals; if such traffic control signals are not so
925 equipped and operating, then they shall cross only at
926 and during such time as vehicles are permitted so to do.
927 Section 59. At crosswalks where traffic control
928 signals are not in place or in operation the driver of
929 vehicle shall at all times yield the right of way to a
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pedestrian crossing the roadway on such crosswalk,
slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield.

930
931

Whenever any vehicle is slowing down or has
stopped at a crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to
cross the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle
approaching from the rear shall not overtake and
pass such vehicle.

932
933
934
935
936

Section 60. Drivers of vehicles shall at all times so
operate their vehicles as to provide pedestrians, who
indicate a desire to cross the roadway at any place
outside a thickly settled business district, an oppor-
tunity to do so, slowing down to stopping, if need be.

937
938
939
940
941

Section 61. No person shall stand in roadway for
the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any
private vehicle.

942
943
944

Section 62. Upon any highway outside of a
thickly settled or business district no person shall
stop, park or leave standing any vehicle, whether
attended or unattended, upon the paved or improved
or main traveled part of the highway when it is prac-
tical to stop, park or so leave such vehicle off such
part of said highway, but in every event such vehicle
shall be so left as to leave a clear and unobstructed
width, as great as possible, of such part of the highway
opposite such standing vehicle for the free passage
of other vehicles; and no vehicle shall be so stopped,
parked or left standing unless a clear view of such
stopped vehicle may be obtained for a distance of two
hundred feet in each direction upon such highway.

945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959 This section shall not apply to the driver of any

vehicle which is disabled while on the paved or im-
proved or main traveled portion of a highway in such
manner and to such extent that it is impossible to

960
961
962
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963 avoid stopping and temporarily leaving such disabled
vehicle in such position; provided however that such
driver shall take all necessary steps to warn the public
of the obstruction.

964
965
966

Section 63. No person shall stop, stand or park a

vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a
police officer or traffic control devices, in any of the
following places:

967
968
969
970
971

1. On a sidewalk.972
2. In front of a public or private driveway
3. Within an intersection.
4. Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant.

973
974
975

5. On a crosswalk.976
6. Upon any highway within twenty feet of an

intersecting way.
977
978

7. Within thirty feet to any flashing beacon, stop
sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a
roadway.

979
980
981

8. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb
or within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone.

982
983
984

9. Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad
crossing.

985
986

10. Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance
to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite
the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five
feet of said entrance.

987
988
989
990

11. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or
obstruction when such stopping, standing or parking
would obstruct traffic.

991
992
993

12. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or
parked at the edge or curb of a street.

994
995

13. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure
upon a highway or within a highway tunnel.

996
997
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14. At any place where official traffic control de-
vices prohibit stopping.

998
999

15. Within five feet of a clearly designated street-
car stop.

1000
1001

16. Upon the roadway in a thickly settled or busi-
ness district unless it is headed in the direction of
traffic and with all wheels on the side of the vehicle
adjacent to the curb or edge of the roadway within
twelve inches of said curb or edge.

1002
1003
1004
1005
1006

17. The driver of a bus, or taxicab shall not stand
or park upon any street in any business district at
any place other than at a bus stop, or taxicab stand
respectively, except that this provision shall not pre-
vent the driver of any such vehicle from temporarily
stopping in accordance with other stopping or park-
ing regulations at any place for the purpose of and
while actually engaged in loading or unloading

1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015 passengers.

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other
than a bus in a bus stop, or other than a taxicab in a
taxicab stand when any such stop or stand has been
officially designated and appropriately signed, except
that the driver of a passenger vehicle may tempo-
rarily stop therein for the purpose of and while
actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers
when such stopping does not interfere with any bus,
or taxicab waiting to enter or about to enter such
zone.

1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026 18. No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle

for any purpose or length of time other than for the
expeditious unloading and delivery or pick up and
loading of materials in any place marked as a service
zone, except that this provision shall not prevent the
driver of any such vehicle from temporarily stopping

1027
1028
1029
1030
1031



HOUSE No. 806. [Jan.32

1032 in accordance with other stopping or parking regula-
tions at any place for the purpose of and while ac-
tually engaged in loading and unloading passengers.

1033
1034

Provided, that the above rules as to parking of
vehicles shall not apply to authorized emergency
vehicles, as determined by local authorities, while the
same are being used in the performance of a public
duty; and provided also that local authorities may
permit certain classes of vehicles to park in areas
from which the general public is excluded.

1035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041

Provided, that the department of public works or
any local authority may, if public convenience or
safety requires, enact rules, orders, regulations, ordi-
nances or by-laws by which the distances specifically
mentioned above, within which to any specified point
stopping, standing or parking is prohibited, may be
either increased or decreased, but no such rule,
order, regulation, ordinance or by-law shall become
effective until such time as it has been approved in
writing by the department of public works and traffic
control devices have been erected clearly indicating
the distances provided therein within which such
stopping, standing or parking has been so specially
prohibited. In the event of any such special enact-
ment the provisions of this section relating thereto
shall not then apply.

1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057

Section 61+. No person shall move any vehicle
owned or controlled by another person into any
area in which parking is prohibited or in any other
manner whereby such movement results in an ap-
parent violation of any provision of this chapter
relative to the parking of vehicles.

1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063

Section 65. No operator shall park any vehicle
in such a manner as to obstruct the movement of

1064

1065
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1066 any street car or other car moving on rails, nor under
1067 any condition when the parking of said vehicle
1068 leaves less than ten feet of the width of the roadway
1069 available for the passage of traffic.
1070 Section 66. No person shall stand or park a

1071 vehicle upon any highway for the principal purpose
1072 of displaying it for sale, washing, greasing or repair-
-1073 ing the same except for repairs necessitated by an
1074 emergency.
1075 Section 67. It shall be unlawful for the driver of
1076 any vehicle, other than one acting in an emergency,
1077 to park said vehicle on any highway or street for a
1078 period of time longer than one hour between the
1079 hours of two a.m. and six a.m. of any day.
1080 Section 68. No person having charge of any mo-
-1081 tor vehicle shall allow same to remain standing
1082 unattended in any street or highway upon any
1083 gradient or hill without first setting the wheels of
1084 such vehicle toward the curb in such a position as
1085 to prevent the vehicle from rolling down the road-
-1086 way should the brakes loosen.
1087 Section 69. Whenever any vehicle is found
1088 stopped, standing or parked in violation of the
1089 provisions of this chapter a police officer is hereby
1090 authorized to require the driver or person in charge
1091 of such vehicle to move said vehicle and in case of
1092 the failure of such person to do so or in case such
1093 person can not be reasonably located such vehicle
1094 may be moved by or under the direction of such
1095 officer and stored at the expense of the owner or
1096 person in control thereof.
1097 Section 70. No rule, order, regulation, ordinance
1098 or by-law of the department of public works or any
1099 local authority which in any way prohibits parking
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in any place other than the places specified in section
sixty-seven hereof, limits the time of parking to less
than one hour, or requires parking at an angle shall
be effective or enforceable against an alleged violator
unless official traffic control devices clearly indicating
the nature and essence of such prohibition are main-
tained on or near the way or the portion thereof
affected by any such rule, order, regulation, ordinance
or by-law in sufficient numbers and of such a char-
acter as to be reasonably seen by an ordinarily observ-
ant person. This provision shall not apply to parks.

1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110

Section 71. Regulations designating particular
ways as one-way highways and requiring that all
vehicles thereon move in one specific direction or any
excluding passenger vehicles from certain ways or
any restricting the turning of vehicles or requiring
such turning to be made in a manner other than
herein provided, shall not be effective or enforceable
against an alleged violator unless official traffic con-
trol devices clearly indicating such restrictions are so
maintained at entrances thereto and exits therefrom
and are of such a type and so placed as to be seen by
an ordinarily observant person. This provision shall
not apply to parks.

mi
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123

Section 72. The driver of any vehicle involved in
an accident resulting in injury or death to any person
or in damage to another vehicle or other property
shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of
such accident or as close thereto as possible but shall
then forthwith return to and in every event shall
remain at the scene of the accident until he has ful-
filled the requirements of the following section.

1124
] 125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131

Any person failing to stop or to comply with said
requirements under such circumstances shall upon

1132
1133
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conviction be punished by imprisonment for not less
than days nor more than year or by
fine of not less than nor more than

1134
1135
1136

dollars or by both such fine and imprisonment.1137
Section 73. The driver of any vehicle involved in

an accident resulting in injury to or death of any
person or damage to any vehicle which is driven or
attended by any person, shall give his name, address
and the registration number of the vehicle he is
driving and shall upon request and if available
exhibit his operator’s license to the person struck or
the driver or occupant of, or person attending any
vehicle collided with and shall render to any person
injured in such accident reasonable assistance, in-
cluding the carrying, or the making of arrangements
for the carrying, of such person to a physician, sur-
geon or hospital for medical or surgical treatment if
it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if
such carrying is requested by the injured person.

1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152

Section 7J+. The driver of any vehicle which
collides with any vehicle which is unattended shall
immediately stop and shall then and there either
locate and notify the operator or owner of such
vehicle of the name and address of the driver and
owner of the vehicle striking an unattended vehicle
or shall leave in a conspicuous place in or on the
vehicle struck a written notice giving the name
and address of the driver and of the owner of the
vehicle doing the striking and a statement of the
circumstances thereof and shall make report of
such accident when and as required in section
eighty-two hereof.

1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
1164
1165
1166 Section 75. The driver of any vehicle involved

in an accident resulting only in damage to fixtures1167
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legally upon or adjacent to a highway shall take
reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or
person in charge of such property of such fact and
of his name and address and of the registration
number of the vehicle he is driving and shall upon
request and if available, exhibit his operator’s li-
cense and shall make report of such accident when
and as required in section eighcy-two hereof.

1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175

Section 76. Witnesses and all persons involved
in any traffic accident shall upon the request of an
officer furnish their names and addresses and such
other information relevant to said traffic accident
as they possess.

1176
1177
1178
1179
1180

Section 77. The driver of a vehicle involved in
an accident resulting in injury to or death of any
person or damage to any property shall within
twenty-four hours after such accident forward a
written report of such accident to the chief officer
of the police department of the city or town in which
the accident occurred, or to the chairman of the
selectmen if any such town has no regular police
department, and also a like written report to like
officers of the city or town in which he resides. Any
such officer of a police department or any such
chairman may require any driver of a vehicle in-
volved in an accident of which report must be made
as provided in this section to file supplemental
reports whenever the original report is insufficient
in his opinion and may also require witnesses of
accidents to render reports.

1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197

Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically
incapable of making a required accident report
and there was another occupant in the vehicle at
the time of the accident, such occupant shall make
or cause to be made said report.

1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
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Compliance with this section, however, shall not
relieve such driver from the additional responsi-
bility of reporting to the registrar of motor vehicles
any accident in which a person is killed or injured.

1203
1204
1205
1206

Section 78. The chief officer of the police depart-
ment of every city and town and the chairman of
the selectmen of such towns as have no regular
police department, shall in case it is ascertained
that any driver of a vehicle involved in a traffic
accident within the limits of his city or town, is not
a resident of his city or town forthwith report, if
possible, the accident and its details to the chief
officer of the police department of the city or town
in which such driver resides, or in case there is no
regular police department in his place of residence
to the chairman of the selectmen of such town.
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Section 79. All required accident reports and
supplemental reports shall be without prejudice to
the individual so reporting and shall be open for
inspection by the registrar of motor vehicles but to
no other person, and shall be only for the confidential
use of him and the city or town, except that a city
or town nay disclose the identity of a person in-
volved in an accident when such identity is not
otherwise known or when such person denies his
presence at such accident. No such report shall be
used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal,
arising out of an accident, except that a city or
town shall furnish upon demand of any person who
has, or claims to have made such a report or upon
demand of any court, a certificate showing that a
specified accident report has or has not been made
to a city or town solely to prove a compliance or a
failure to comply with the requirement that such a
report be made to a city or town official.
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1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of chapter forty
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercente-
-3 nary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking
4 out in the second and third lines the words “and
5 sections eight and nine of chapter eighty-nine ” and
6 inserting in place thereof the words: and the pro-
7 visions of chapter eighty-nine, —so as to read as
8 follows: Section 22. Except as otherwise provided
9 in section eighteen, chapter ninety, and subject so

10 far as applicable to section two of chapter eighty-five,
11 and the provisions of chapter eighty-nine, a city or
12 town may make ordinances or by-laws, or the board of
13 aldermen or the selectmen may make rules and
14 orders, for the regulation of carriages and vehicles
15 used therein, with penalties for the violation thereof
16 not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, and
17 may annually receive one dollar for each license
18 granted to a person to use any such carriage or ve-
-19 hide therein. Such rules and orders shall not take
20 effect until they have been published at least once in
21 a newspaper published in the city, town or county.

1 Section 3. Chapter eighty-five of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 two, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following;
6 Section 2. The term traffic control device as used
7 in this section shall signify any sign, light, signal
8 system, device, curb, road or other markings on any
9 way pertaining to the direction, guidance, warning,

10 regulation and control of the movement or stopping
11 of all traffic; the prohibition and limitation of the
12 stopping, standing and parking of all vehicles, and
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the designation of any area in a roadway for any
purpose, prohibition or limitation of its use and rela-
tive to or in connection with any statute, rule, order,
regulation, ordinance or by-law of any authority in
the commonwealth.

13
14
15
16
17

The department of public works, in this chapter
called the department, shall have general supervision,
direction and control over the erection, placing
and maintenance on all ways within the common-
wealth of all traffic control devices, for the purpose of
obtaining, as far as practicable, uniform traffic con-
trol devices throughout the commonwealth and
uniform rules, orders, regulations, ordinances and
by-laws relative to or in connection therewith. The
department shall determine the type, shape, size,
color, wording, lettering and all other specifications
of all the different classes of traffic control devices and
their required locations relative to the sites affected
by such rules, orders, regulations, ordinances or by-
laws and also the number of such devices required at
or near such sites; and no traffic control device shall
hereafter be erected, placed and maintained on any
way in the commonwealth unless it conforms with
such determination, or its erection, placing and main-
tenance has the express approval in writing of the
department.
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No traffic control devices, except direction signs as
specified in the preceding section, ones relating merely
to the prohibition or limitation of the stopping, stand-
ing and parking of vehicles, or to the designation of
cross walks, bus and street car stops, hackney and taxi-
cab stands, loading and service zones, shall hereafter
be erected, placed or maintained on any waywithin the
commonwealth, except by the department, without
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the department’s written approval of such traffic
control devices and their locations and shall be main-
tained only during such time as said approval is in
effect. No rule, order, regulation, ordinance or by-
law of any city, town, park commission, Boston
traffic commission, or the metropolitan district
commission hereafter made or promulgated relative
to or in connection with any traffic control devices,
other than those above expressly excepted, on any
way within their respective controls shall take effect
until approved in writing by the department or be
effective after its approval thereof is revoked.
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58
The department shall erect, place and maintain on

state highways and on ways leading thereto and on all
main highways between cities and towns such traffic
control devices as it may seem necessary for promot-
ing the public safety and convenience. No traffic
control devices shall be erected, placed or maintained
on any state highway by any authority other than
said department except with its written approval
thereof and except during such time as said approval
is in effect.
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The department may, after notice, revoke any
approval granted under this section; and further may
order the removal of any traffic control device exist-
ing on any way in the commonwealth which it finds
detrimental to public interests, convenience or safety,
or the erection or placing of additional traffic control
devices which it may find necessary for the fair en-
forcement of any rule, order, regulation, ordinance
or by-law or for public convenience and safety. Upon
notice of such revocation of approval or order of re-
moval the authority in control of the way upon which
the traffic control device involved exists shall forth-
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with cause its removal, and upon notice to erect any
additional traffic control device forthwith comply
therewith. After notice of such revocation of ap-
proval or upon such order of removal or upon failure
to comply with such order for the erection or placing
of such additional traffic control devices any rule,
order, regulation, ordinance or by-law relative to or in
connection therewith shall cease to have any legal
effect.

81
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Said department, after a public hearing and with
the approval of the governor and council, may from
time to time make, alter, rescind or add to rules and
regulations to direct, govern and restrict the move-
ment of vehicles on all state highways and to carry
out the purposes of section nine of chapter eighty-
nine on highways, including state highways, which
are designated thereunder by said department as
through ways, with penalties for the violation thereof
not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence; pro-
vided, that nothing in this section shall be construed
to give said department the powr er to regulate the
speed at which motor vehicles may be operated on
such public ways. The superior court shall have
jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this
and the preceding section and any rule or regulation
made thereunder or to enjoin the violation thereof.
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1 Section 4. Section fourteen of chapter ninety of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the words
4 “In approaching or passing a car of a street railway
5 which has stopped to allow passengers to alight
6 from or board the same, the person operating a
7 motor vehicle shall not drive such vehicle within
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8 eight feet of the running board or lowest step of the
9 car then in use by passengers for the purpose of

10 alighting or boarding, except by the express direc-
11 tion of a traffic officer or except at points where
12 passengers are prohibited by safety zones”, which
13 appear in the ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thir-
14 teenth, fourteenth and fifteenth lines thereof, and
15 by striking out the words “and keep to the right of
16 the intersection of the center lines of both ways or
17 extensions thereof, when turning to the right, and
18 shall pass to the right of the extensions thereof
19 before turning to the left”, which appear in the
20 twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third,
21 twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth lines thereof, —so
22 that this section fourteen shall read as follows: -

23 Section 11+. Every person operating a motor vehicle
24 shall bring the vehicle and the motor propelling it
25 immediately to a stop wT hen approaching a horse or
26 other draft animal being led, ridden or driven, if
27 such animal appears to be frightened and if the per-
28 son in charge thereof shall signal so to do; and, if
29 traveling in the opposite direction to that in which
30 such animal is proceeding, said vehicle shall remain
31 stationary so long as may be reasonable to allow
32 such animal to pass; or, if traveling in the same di-
33 rection, the person operating shall use reasonable
34 caution in thereinafter passing such animal. Upon
35 approaching a pedestrian who is upon the traveled
36 part of any way and not upon a sidewalk, every per-
37 son operating a motor vehicle shall slow down. The
38 person operating a motor vehicle on any way ap-
39 proaching an intersecting way or a curve or a corner
40 in said way where his view is obstructed shall slow
41 down and upon approaching any junction of said
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42 way with an intersecting way before turning into
43 the same shall slow down.

1 Section 5. Section twenty Aof chapter ninety of
2 the General Laws, inserted therein by section one of
3 chapter three hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby amended
5 by inserting after the word “provision”, appearing in
6 the second line of said section as it appears in said
7 act, the words: —of any statute, or, —so that said
8 section will read to the end of the first sentence
9 thereof as follows: Section 20A. It shall be the

10 duty of any police officer who takes cognizance of a
11 violation of any statute, or of any rule, regulation,
12 order, ordinance or by-law regulating the parking of
13 motor vehicles established by any city or town or by
14 any commission or body empowered by law to make
15 such rules or regulations therein, forthwith to give to
16 the offender a notice to appear before the clerk of the
17 district court having jurisdiction, at any time during
18 office hours not later than five days after the time of
19 said violation.

1 Section 6. The provisions of this act, so far as they
2 are the same as those of existing statutes, shall be
3 construed as a continuation thereof, and not as new
4 enactments, and reference in a statute which has not
5 been repealed to provisions of law which have been
6 revised and re-enacted herein shall be construed as
7 applying to such provisions as so incorporated in this
8 act.
9 The repeal of a law by this act shall not affect any

10 act done, ratified or confirmed or any right accrued
11 or established, or any action, suit, or proceedings
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12 begun under any of the laws repealed before the
13 repeal took effect; but the proceedings in such case
14 shall, when necessary, conform to the provisions of
15 this act.

1 Section 7. In respect to their constitutionality,
2 all the provisions of this act are declared to be sepa-
-3 rable.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect from and
2 after the day of nineteen
3 hundred and thirty-six.


