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By Messrs. Honan of Winthrop and Shaughnessy of Quincy, petition
of Alfred P. J. Pinel, Daniel J. Honan and John R. Shaughnessy for
legislation to increase the penalty for advocating or inciting the over-
throw of government by force or violence. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act preventing the Promotion of Anarchy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eleven of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty-four of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in the fifth and sixth lines, the words
5 “or the overthrow by force or violence of the govern-
-6 ment of the commonwealth,”, —so as to read as
7 follows: Section 11 . Whoever by speech or by
8 exhibition, distribution or promulgation of any writ-
-9 ten or printed document, paper or pictorial representa-

-10 tion advocates, advises, counsels or incites assault
11 upon any public official, or the killing of any person,
12 or the unlawful destruction of real or personal prop-
-13 erty, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
14 thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
15 three years, or both; provided, that this section shall
16 not be construed as reducing the penalty now imposed
17 for the violation of any law.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and sixty
2 four is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section eleven, as so appearing, the following new

5 Section 11A. Whoever advocates in any public or
6 private place, institution or school the overthrow of
7 the government of the United States, or of any state
8 or territory of the United States, or any political sub-
-9 division thereof by means of force or violence or any

10 unlawful means, or publishes, issues, sells, gives away,
11 possesses for distribution or distributes, any book,
12 paper, document or printed or written material which
13 advocates such overthrow of government, or know-
-14 ingly organizes or aids in the organization of, or
15 knowingly becomes or remains a member of any
16 society, association, group or organization which has
17 for its object, or as one of its objects, the advocacy
18 of such overthrow of government, or with knowledge
19 that any meeting or assembly is being held for the
20 purpose of advocating such overthrow of government,
21 attends any such meeting with intent to aid and abet
22 such purpose, or with knowledge that any meeting or
23 assembly is being or will be held for the purpose of
24 advocating such overthrow of government permits any
25 room, building, structure, or piece or parcel of land
26 in his possession or control to be rented to or used' or
27 occupied by any such meeting or assembly, or displays
28 any flag, banner or insignia as a sign, symbol or em-
-29 blem of the advocacy of such overthrow of govern-
-30 ment, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
31 prison for not more than fourteen years.
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