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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE REGARD-
ING DISPOSITION OF OLD AND WORTHLESS
BOOKS, ETC., BELONGING TO THE COM-
MONWEALTH.

December 31, 1935

To the Honorable Senate and House of Re iti

The Commission on Administration and Finance here-
with submits a recommendation in accordance with sec-
tion 7 of chapter 7 of the General Laws.

The General Appropriation Act annually contains funds
for the purchase of additional filing cabinets in almost
every department. Over a period of years this expenditure
is substantial. There is a steadily increasing demand for
space to store office records of all sorts.

At present, the General Laws provide that there shall
be a board which may sell or destroy obsolete and worth-
less records, books or documents. This board, however,
has not considered that it has the power to act with
regard to such questions except upon the request of the
head of the department or institution where the records,
books or documents are located. It is the belief of this
Commission that the board should be authorized to pro-
ceed upon its own motion with regard to such obsolete
and worthless books and documents, without waiting for a
request from the head of the department or institution.
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It is suggested that the law be amended to provide that
the member representing the Department of Administra-
tion and Finance on this board shall, instead of the Pur-
chasing Agent, be the chairman of the Commission on
Administration and Finance, or a person in the Depart-
ment designated by him. This change would permit the
Purchasing Agent to sit at such times as it is desirable that
he be the individual to represent the Department of
Administration and Finance, whereas, at other times, it
will be possible for the Department to be represented by a
deputy or some other individual employed in the De-
partment.

The General Laws contain no authorization for the
destruction of vouchers. As a result, all vouchers have
been preserved, dating back to 1849. It is the belief of
this Commission that this board should be authorized
to destroy obsolete vouchers.

Attached hereto is “An Act further regulating the
Disposition of Old and Worthless Books, Vouchers and
Other Documents belonging to the Commonwealth.”

Charles P. Howard.
George J. Cronin.
Carl A. Raymond.
George E. Murphy.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act further regulating the Disposition of Old and
Worthless Books, Vouchers and Other Documents
belonging to the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter thirty of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section forty-two, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section J+2. The state librarian or a person in his
6 department designated by him, an assistant attorney
7 general designated by the attorney general, and the
8 chairman of the commission on administration and
9 finance or a person in his department designated by

10 him, acting as a board, after consultation with the
11 chairman of any board or commission and the head
12 of any department or institution which may be
13 interested, may, either of their own motion or upon
14 the request of said chairman or head, sell any duplicate
15 volumes or documents, the property of the common-
-16 wealth, which are held in the state library or any other
17 department, and they shall sell or destroy, from time
18 to time, obsolete or worthless records, books, vouchers
19 and other documents. At least thirty days before
20 selling or destroying any such records, books, vouch-
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21 ers or documents, the board shall publish in a daily
22 newspaper in Boston a notice of its intention so to do,
23 containing a brief description or summary of the ar-
-24 tides to be sold or destroyed, and it shall give such
25 other and further notice as it deems advisable to
26 historical societies or persons interested in the matter.
27 It may, and upon petition of twenty-five or more
28 citizens of the commonwealth shall, before selling or
29 destroying any particular records, books, vouchers or
30 documents, give a public hearing to all persons in-
-31 terested, and ten days’ notice of such hearing shall be
32 given in a daily newspaper published in Boston. Any
33 money received from sales under this section shall be
34 paid to the commonwealth.


