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By Mr. Knowles of Hull (by request), petition of Lottie M. Howes
for legislation to require the presence of attendants on buses used for
the transportation of school children. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act requiring an Attendant on Buses used for the
Transportation of School Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-eight of chapter seventy-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
3 ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-four, is hereby further amended by inserting
5 after the word “way”, in the twenty-second line, the
6 following new sentence; All buses used for the
7 transportation of school children as required by this
8 section shall have, in addition to the operator thereof,
9 a competent attendant, so as to read as follows:

10 Section 68. Every town shall provide and maintain
11 a sufficient number of schoolhouses, properly fur-
-12 nished and conveniently situated for the accommo-
-13 dation of all children therein entitled to attend the
14 public schools. If the distance between a child’s
15 residence and the school he is entitled to attend
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16 exceeds two miles and the nearest school bus stop is
17 more than one mile from such residence and the school
18 committee declines to furnish transportation, the de-
-19 partment, upon appeal of the parent or guardian of
20 the child, may require the town to furnish the same
21 for a part or for all of the distance between such
22 residence and the school. If said distance exceeds
23 three miles, and the distance between the child’s resi-
-24 dence and a school in an adjoining town giving sub-
-25 stantially equivalent instruction is less than three
26 miles, and the school committee declines to pay for
27 tuition in such nearer school, and for transportation
28 in case the distance thereto exceeds two miles, the
29 department, upon like appeal, may require the town
30 of residence to pay for tuition in, and if necessary pro-
-31 vide for transportation for a part or for the whole of
32 said distance to, such nearer school. No school
33 committee shall be compelled to furnish transporta-
-34 tion on a private way. All buses used for the trans-
-35 portation of school children as required by this sec-
-36 tion shall have, in addition to the operator thereof,
37 a competent attendant. The school committee,
38 unless the town otherwise directs, shall have general
39 charge and superintendence of the schoolhouses, shall
40 keep them in good order, and shall, at the expense of
41 the town, procure a suitable place for the schools, if
42 there is no schoolhouse, and provide fuel and all other
43 things necessary for the comfort of the pupils.


