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By Mr. Hays of Boston, petition of Gerhardt W. Lang that prefer-
ence to veterans under the civil service laws be extended to veterans
of the Mexican Border Campaign. Civil Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act extending the Veterans’ Preference Provisions
under the Civil Service Laws to Veterans of the Mexi-
can Border Campaign.

1 Section 1. Section twenty-one of chapter thirty-
-2 one of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter one hundred and thirty-seven of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “insurrection”
6 in the fourth line the words: or the Mexican border
7 campaign, so as to read as follows: Section 21.
8 The word “veteran”, as used in this chapter, shall
9 mean (1) any person who has served in the army, navy

10 or marine corps of the United States in time of war or
11 insurrection or the Mexican border campaign and
12 whose last discharge or release from active duty therein
13 was an honorable one, regardless of any prior dis-
-14 charge or release therefrom, or (2) any person who has

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 distinguished himself by gallant or heroic conduct
16 while serving in the army, navy or marine corps of the
17 United States and has received a decoration desig-
-18 nated as the congressional medal of honor from the
19 president of the United States or the secretary of war,
20 or from a person designated by the president or the said
21 secretary to act as the personal representative of the
22 president or said secretary for the presentation of such
23 decoration, and is recorded in the files of the war de-
-24 partment or the navy department of the United States
25 as having received such decoration; provided, that the
26 person claiming to be a veteran under this section was
27 a citizen of the commonwealth at the time of his in-
-28 duction into such service or has resided in the com-
-29 monwealth for five consecutive years next prior to the
30 date of filing application with the commissioner under
31 this chapter; and provided, further, that any such
32 person who at the time of entering said service had
33 declared his intention to become a subject or citizen
34 of the United States and withdrew such intention
35 under the provisions of the act of congress approved
36 July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and any
37 person designated as a conscientious objector upon
38 his discharge, shall not be deemed a “veteran” within
39 the meaning of this chapter.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-three of said chapter
2 thirty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “in-
-4 surrection” in the tenth, twenty-second and twenty-
-5 seventh lines, in each instance, the words: or the
6 Mexican border campaign.


