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Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The enormous damage done by the recent flooding of
certain of our rivers is becoming more and more evident
as the waters subside and an inspection of the flooded
areas is permitted.

I have personally visited the affected districts and ob-
served the devastating results of the flood waters. In
fact, only a few hours ago I returned from districtsrecently
inundated by the Connecticut River. I have also received
frequent reports from every portion of the flooded areas
and have conferred with state and municipal officials both
on the scene and at the State House relative to the situa-
tion prevailing in every portion of the districts in ques-
tion. lam thoroughly familiar with the entire situation.

Bridges on main thoroughfares and heavily used by
both interstate and intrastate commerce have been se-
verely damaged or totally destroyed. Miles of highways,
many of which are principal arteries of travel between
large cities, and, in some cases, between this State and
bordering States, have been washed out or rendered im-
passable or dangerous to travel. An appropriation of
eight million dollars will be entirely inadequate for a full
restoration of the damage incurred by our public highways
and bridges. Conservative estimates by trained experts
at this moment and before all the total actual damage has
been ascertained greatly exceed this figure.

The damage wrought by the floods is so extensive in
certain of our New England States that it will be difficult
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for any one of these States to restore its highways and
bridges unless materially aided by the Federal govern-
ment.

I have been informed that it has heretofore been the
established policy of the Federal government not to allo-
cate funds for major bridge construction or the construc-
tion of state highways, but to permit such work to be done
at the entire expense of the State or the community in
which such work was located. However, as soon as the
extent of the damage became apparent, efforts were begun
and have since been continued to secure a modification
of this Federal policy so as to permit the allotment of
Federal funds to this Commonwealth and such of the other
New England States as incurred serious damage by recent
flood conditions. Time will tell whether these efforts to
secure Federal funds are successful. No one can foretell
with any definite degree of accuracy when a decision will
be made.

In the meantime, communities which have been prac-
tically isolated by the destruction of bridges should not
be required to remain cut off from the world until per-
manent bridges are completed. The completion of some
of the structures destroyed by the flood will require at
least eighteen months time, and this is so whether the
work is done entirely by the State or by the State aided
by Federal funds.

The protection of the safety and health of the inhabi-
tants of such isolated communities and the public con-
venience and necessity of our people require the imme-
diate construction of temporary bridges so as to afford
a means of communication between the outside world
and these various communities.

There is immediate need for at least three of these
temporary bridges, which, I am informed, could be con-
structed within a period of sixty days and at a total
approximate cost of four hundred and fifty thousand
dollars. The construction of such bridges is necessary
whether the construction of the permanent bridges is to
be done by the State alone or aided by the Federal gov-
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eminent. It is unthinkable that these communities
should be permitted to remain practically isolated until
permanent structures can be completed. In the next
place, I believe that the investment of the aforesaid sum
for this purpose is not only justified by the benefit to be
received by the inhabitants of the communities affected,
but that it will furnish a means of access to these com-
munities and to others in line of travel for hundreds of
thousands of tourists who will undoubtedly visit these
portions of our Commonwealth during the coming sum-
mer season. The profit derived from such a source will
easily exceed the amount of money required for the
construction of these necessary temporary bridges.

I therefore recommend that further consideration be
given to the bill submitted to you last Friday, and that
an appropriation sufficient for the construction of tempo-
rary bridges be immediately made.

JAMES M. CURLEY.




