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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Hays of Boston, for
a Senate Bill to discourage belated decisions by justices of the Superior
Court and of the district courts (Senate, No. 446). March 27.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act to discourage Belated Decisions by Justices of
the Superior Court and of District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section fourteen, as appearing in the Tercente-
-4 nary Edition, the following new section:
5 Section 11+A. An associate justice of the superior
6 court, who has reserved his decision in a case heard
7 by him without a jury, shall render his decision
8 within four months from the date when the hearing
9 was closed, or within such further time as the chief

10 justice of said court may grant, upon a request in
11 writing by such justice, containing a full report of his
12 reasons for not having rendered his decision and for
13 requesting an extension of time for rendering his de-
-14 cision. A justice or special justice of a district court,
15 other than the municipal court of the city of Boston,
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16 who has reserved his decision in a case heard by him,
17 shall render his decision within a like period, or
18 within such further time as the presiding justice of
19 the appellate division of the court in which the case
20 was heard may grant, upon a like request in writing,
21 made by such justice or special justice within said
22 period. An associate or special justice of the munici-
-23 pal court of the city of Boston, who has reserved his
24 decision in a case heard by him, shall render such
25 decision within a like period, or within such further
26 time as the chief justice of said court may grant,
27 upon a like request in writing, made by such asso-
-28 ciate or special justice within said period.

1 Section 2. This act shall become operative on
2 September first of the current year.


