
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSERVA-
TION ON THE INITIATIVE PETITION OF
GEORGE E. DEAN AND OTHERS.

March 30, 1936.

The Committee on Conservation, to whom was referred
the Initiative Petition accompanied by a bill entitled
“An Act for the purchase and development of state
forests” and printed as House, No. 303, after having
heard the petitioners and all parties in interest, upon
consideration thereof, submit herewith its recommenda-
tions relative thereto, and the reasons therefor, in ac-
cordance with the provision of Article XLVIII of the
Amendments of the Constitution:

1. The forest lands of the Commonwealth, comprising
over 3,000,000 acres or three fifths of its total area,
represent one of our most important natural resources.
At present over 1,000,000 acres of this land is classified
as wild or idle, assessed at about five dollars per acre on
the average, and much of which is escaping taxation.
This land once covered with virgin forest, which has
been exhausted by overcutting and fire, can be reclaimed
to commercial forests without interference with private
interests.

2. The social and economic values of this resource are
not confined to the production of timber, the raw ma-
terial of our wood-using industries, but the forests are
absolutely essential for the preservation of water for
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power and domestic use, for the propagation of wild life,
for the support of our farms, for the relief of unemploy-
ment and for the recreational facilities which they pro-
vide. These by-products of the forest are more impor-
tant to the public welfare than the timber itself.

3. The neglect of the forests has resulted in the loss of
more than half of our wood-using industries in the past
fifteen years. We are importing more than ninety per
cent of our lumber requirements, while this large wood-
producing area is permitted to lie idle. The reforesta-
tion of large areas is beyond the scope of the individual,
and therefore the Commonwealth is the only agency
that can restore these lands to production. The estab-
lishment of state forests has proved profitable for cen-
turies in many European countries, and most of the
States in this country have such forests. We have only
162,000 acres in state forests, while the neighboring State
of New York has over 2,000,000 acres and Pennsylvania
over 1,600,000 acres.

4. It has been proved by the United States Geological
Survey that lands covered with forest growth retain the
rainfall longer than deforested areas of similar topog-
raphy, thereby reducing flood losses. Abandoned farm
land that has reverted to woodland pasture is the type of
land from which the runoff is rapid and of which there
are nearly 400,000 acres in this State. Had these steep
lands been reforested when no longer used for tillage,
the floods of recent years would have been less severe.

5. The revival of industry in this State is most desir-
able, and especially of those industries which obtain their
raw materials locally. The cost of this land for state
forests is limited to five dollars per acre on the average.
Under forest management this land will produce five
dollars’ worth of timber per acre annually, so that all the
costs of this investment should eventually be returned
with a profit to the state treasury whereby the burden
of taxation may be reduced. The value of wood as
finished products in the hands of the ultimate consumer
is from ten to twenty times its value on the stump, and
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since the annual production on 500,000 acres would have
a stumpage value of about $2,500,000, the labor em-
ployed in the harvest, fabrication, transportation, financ-
ing and sale of the manufactured products would repre-
sent a $25,000,000 industry. From the industrial
standpoint alone, the growing of timber on these idle
lands will justify this investment by the Commonwealth.

6. State forests provide useful employment during
periods of industrial depression. For the past three
years from 6,000 to 10,000 young men have been given
work in the state forests through the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps. This meant the expenditure by the federal
government of many millions of dollars in this State in
the reclamation of our idle lands, which would not have
been possible had the State not owned its present forests.
It is understood that plans to make the Civilian Con-
servation Corps a permanent institution are being de-
veloped, and more lands must be acquired if the Com-
monwealth is to continue to obtain the advantages
derived from this effort for the relief of unemployment.

7. The trade growing out of the entertainment of
visitors to the State has become one of our most impor-
tant sources of revenue, and the beauty and recreational
advantages found in the state forests have contributed
largely to this trade, and, in addition, our own people
have the use and enjoyment of these forests which
serve the purpose of self-supporting wild parks. These
large wooded tracts will be of great aid in restoring our
diminishing wild life.

8. Your committee recognizes that this measure was
intended to continue the present policy of state forests,
and that these practical demonstrations of forest man-
agement and game production will encourage the private
owners of woodland to improve their own holdings.

When this petition was being circulated, there were
over fifty Civilian Conservation Corps camps in this
State which have since been reduced nearly one half;
and as the amount of land to be purchased annually was
based upon the need of providing employment for those
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camps, the committee feels that the purchase period
can now be extended and still serve the purpose intended.

Therefore the committee, having reported, in part,
recommending a substitute bill (House, No. 1680), which
merely amends the present State forest law, and differs
from House, No. 303, only in the extension of the time of
purchase from ten years to twenty years, reports
recommending that the bill accompanying the Initiative
Petition ought not to pass
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