
HOUSE 1842

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Tarr of Rockport, for
a Senate bill with the same title (printed as House, No. 779). May 26.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing that Questions on Ballots be More
Briefly and Intelligibly expressed.

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 eighteen, as amended by chapter two hundred and
4 eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 four, the following new section:
6 Section ISA. The description prepared by the
7 attorney general as prescribed in the forty-eighth
8 amendment shall be inserted by reference in each
9 question submitted under said amendment and placed

10 upon the ballot and such questions shall be printed on
11 the ballot substantially as follows: “Shall an amend-
-12 ment (or a law) entitled , a description of
13 which numbered , in the official pamphlet
14 attached to each voting booth, is inserted herein by
15 reference and may be read together with the full text
16 of the act in that pamphlet (here state in distinctive

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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17 type, as required by the constitution, whether ap-
-18 proved or disapproved by the General Court and by
19 what vote thereon) be approved?”

1 Section 2. Section forty-eight of chapter fifty-
-2 four of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
3 at the end thereof the following words:
4 The state secretary shall also transmit to election
5 commissioners or city or town clerks a sufficient num-
-6 ber of the printed copies of the measures and of the
7 description of such measures and other information
8 relating thereto which is supplied by him to the voters
9 under the forty-eighth amendment so that a copy

10 thereof may be attached within convenient reach of
11 each voter at each place within the voting booths where
12 the voters mark their ballots, and it shall be the duty
13 of the election commissioners and city and town clerks
14 to keep such copies within the convenient reach of
15 each voter wdiile marking his ballot.
16 In the printing of such measures and descriptions
17 of measures, the numbers thereof shall correspond to
18 the numbers referred to in the questions to be printed
19 on the ballot, as provided in section eighteen A of
20 chapter fifty-three, in order that the reference in the
21 question on the ballot by wdiich the description of the
22 measure is inserted in the question may be readily
23 found.
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