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House of Representatives .

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
order relative to requiring the opinions of the Justices
of the Supreme Judicial Court relative to power of the
General Court to impose conditions upon expenditures
in the General Appropriation Bill, report that the same
ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

MARTIN HAYS.

[On June 4 the adoption of the order was reconsidered,
and it was amended by the substitution of the accom-
panying new draft.]
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House of Representatives, June 4, 1936.

Whereas, The current general appropriation bill
(House, No. 1740, amended) was laid before His Ex-
cellency the Governor for his revisal on May 26, 1936
(see Senate Journal of that date, a copy of which is
herewith submitted); and

Whereas, His Excellency the Governor, on June 2,
1936, returned said bill to the House of Representatives,
in which it originated, with a message (see House, No.
1872, a copy of which is submitted herewith), whereby
he apparently seeks to exercise the powers granted to
him under Section 5 of Article LXIII of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution; and

Whereas, When this matter came up for action in
the House of Representatives (see House Calendar of
Wednesday, June 3, 1936, a copy of which is submitted
herewith) a point of order was raised that neither the
bill (House, No. 1740, amended) nor any part thereof,
nor the message of His Excellency the Governor (House,
No. 1872), was properly before the House for action
thereon, for the reason that the Governor had failed to
exercise properly, in relation to the matters contained
therein, any power given to him by the Constitution of
the Commonwealth with reference to legislation, and
said point of order is now pending before the House for
action; and

Whereas, Earlier in this session His Excellency the
Governor was confronted with a similar question as to
the exercise of his constitutional powers with respect to
legislation when a certain bill (House, No. 1682) was
laid before him for his revisal, and in that case said bill
was returned by him to the House of Representatives,
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where it originated, with a message (House, No. 1688)
in which he recommended an amendment to said bill
under Article LVI of the Amendments to the Constitu-
tion (a copy of each of said documents being submitted
herewith); and

Whereas, Grave constitutional questions are involved
in the determination of the aforesaid point of order;
now, therefore, be it

Ordered, That the opinions of the Honorable the Jus-
tices of the Supreme Judicial Court be required by the
House of Representatives upon the following important
questions of law:

(1) Is the action of His Excellency the Governor, as
indicated in said message, a proper exercise of the powers
granted to him under Section 5 of said Article LXIII of
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth?

(2) Is the action of His Excellency the Governor, as
so indicated, a proper exercise of any power granted to
him by said Constitution with reference to legislation?

(3) Has Item 101 of said House Bill No. 1740 become
law under the provisions of the said Constitution?

(4) Upon the facts hereinbefore set forth, was the
question appearing at the end of Calendar item No.
1325 of the said House Calendar of Wednesday, June 3,
1936, “Shall that part of the item pass, notwithstanding

the objections of His Excellency the Governor?” properly
before the House of Representatives, when said point of
order was raised?

FRANK E. BRIDGMAN,
Clerk.




