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House of Representatives, June 9, 1936.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill extending the provisions of law provid-
ing for aid to mothers with dependent children (House,
No. 1640), report that the same ought to pass with an
amendment substituting therefor the accompanying bill
(House, No. 1903).

For the committee,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of 9@assacfnisetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act extending the Provisions of Law providing for Aid
to Mothers with Dependent Children.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking out chapter one hundred and
3 eighteen, as amended, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following new chapter under the heading

Aid for Dependent Children.5

6 Section 1. When used in this chapter, (a) the
7 term “dependent child” means a child under the age
8 of sixteen who has been deprived of parental support
9 or care by reason of the death, continued absence

10 from home, or physical or mental incapacity of a
11 parent, and who is living with his father, mother,
12 grandfather, grandmother, brother, sister, step-
-13 father, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister, uncle or

14 aunt in a place of residence maintained by one or

Cfte Commontoealtfc of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 more of such relatives as his or their own home,
16 whether or not they or any of them have a settle-
-17 ment within the commonwealth.
18 (fe) The term “aid to dependent children” means

19 money payments with respect to a dependent child
20 or dependent children.
21 (c) The term “parent” as used in the following
22 sections shall include any relative described in
23 paragraph (a) of this section in respect to dependent
24 children in his or her care or custody.
25 Section 2. In every town the board of public
26 welfare shall aid every such parent in properly
27 bringing up, in his or her own home, each such
28 dependent child if such parent is fit to bring up such
29 child, but no aid shall be granted under this chapter
30 for or on account of any child unless (1) the child
31 has resided in the commonwealth one year imme-
32 diately preceding the application for such aid, or
33 (2) the child was born within the commonwealth
34 within one year immediately preceding such appli-
35 cation, if its mother has resided in the common-
36 wealth for one year immediately preceding the
37 birth. The aid furnished shall be sufficient to enable
38 such parent to bring up such child or children prop-
39 erly in his or her own home. Nothing in this chap-
40 ter shall be construed as authorizing any public
41 official, agent or representative, in carrying out any
42 of the provisions of this chapter, to take charge of
43 any child over the objection of either of the parents
44 of such child, or of the person standing in loco
45 parentis to such child, except pursuant to a proper
46 court order
47 Section 3. Before so aiding any such parent, ex-
48 cept as hereinafter provided, the board of public



HOUSE — No. 1903. [June4

49 welfare shall determine that the parent is fit to
bring up his or her children and that the other
members of the household and the surroundings of
the home are such as to make for good character,
and that aid from the board is necessary to enable
the parent to bring up his or her children properly.
For this purpose the board shall make an immediate
and careful inquiry, including the resources of the
family and the ability of its other members, if any,
to work or otherwise contribute to its support, the
existence of relatives able to assist the family, and
individuals, societies or agencies who may be in-
terested therein; shall take all lawful means to
compel all persons bound to support the parent
and children to support them, and to enforce any
other legal rights for their benefit; shall press all
members of the family who are able to work, other
than the parent and his or her dependent children,
to secure work; shall try to secure work for them;
and shall secure all necessary aid for the parent and
children which can be secured from relatives, organ-
izations or individuals. This section shall not pre-
vent the board from giving prompt and suitable
temporary aid, pending compliance with the require-
ments of this section, when in its opinion such aid
is necessary and cannot be obtained from other
sources. A detailed statement of expenses incurred
under this section shall be rendered to the depart-
ment of public welfare, together with such certifi-
cates or other guarantees as it may require.
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Section J. The board of public welfare, either by

one of its own number or by its duly appointed
agent, shall visit at least once in every three months,
at their homes or other places where they may be
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living, each parent and his or her dependent children
who are being aided financially or otherwise by said
board, and after each visit shall make and keep on
file as a part of its official records a detailed state-
ment of the condition of the home and family and
all other data which may assist in determining the
wisdom of the measures taken and the advisability
of their continuance; and the board shall at least
once in each year reconsider the case of each such
parent with whom it is dealing, and enter its de-
termination with the reason therefor on its official
records.
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Section 5. The department of public welfare shall
supervise the work done and measures taken by the
boards of public welfare of the several towns in re-
spect to families aided and service given under this
chapter; and for this purpose may make such rules
relative to notice and reimbursement and such other
rules relating to the administration of this chapter
as it deems necessary, and may visit and inspect
any or all families so aided, and shall have access
to any records and other data kept by such boards
or their representatives relating to such aid, and
may require the production of books and papers
and the testimony of witnesses under oath. The
department shall make such reports to the social
security board established under the federal social
security act, approved August fourteenth, nineteen
hundred and thirty-five, as may be necessary to
secure to the commonwealth the benefits of said act.
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113 Section 6. In respect to all sums disbursed for

aid under this chapter, the town disbursing the same
shall, after approval of the bills by the department
of public welfare, and subject otherwise to the pro-
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visions of section forty-two of chapter one hundred
and twenty-one, be reimbursed to the extent of
moneys received by the commonwealth from the
federal government on account of such disburse-
ment, under the provisions of the federal social
security act, approved August fourteenth, nineteen
hundred and thirty-five, and also by the common-
wealth for one third of the total amount disbursed.
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125 Section 7. Money received from the federal gov-

ernment as a grant for aid to dependent children
shall be paid to cities and towns as allotted by the
department of public welfare and shall be kept as
a separate account by such cities and towns and
used only for purposes specified by the department,
notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-three
of chapter forty-four of the General Laws.
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Section 8. Any person aggrieved by the failure
of any town to render adequate assistance under
this chapter, or by the failure of the board of pub-
lic welfare of a town to approve or reject an appli-
cation for assistance hereunder within thirty days
after receiving such application, shall have a right
of appeal to a board composed of the supervisor of
mothers’ aid in the department of public welfare,
the director of the division of aid and relief, a mem-
ber of the advisory board of the said department
designated by the commissioner of public welfare,
and the commissioner of public welfare, ex officio,
which board shall forthwith make a thorough in-
vestigation thereof and shall have authority to act
upon any appeal inrelation to the following matters:
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1. The matter of denial of assistance by the local
board of public welfare;
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2. The matter of a change in the amount of as-
sistance given;
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152 3. The matter of withdrawal of assistance.
153 In all cases of appeal an opportunity for a fair
154 hearing shall be provided by the appeal board. All
155 decisions of the appeal board shall be binding upon
156 the local board of public welfare involved and shall
157 be complied with by such local board.
158 Section 9. If an application for aid under this
159 chapter is affected by the eligibility of the applicant
160 to receive aid under chapter one hundred and fifteen,
161 the applicant shall be entitled to exercise such op-
-162 tions and execute such waivers as may be necessary
163 to receive the aid which he seeks.
164 Section 10. Aid hereunder shall not be subject to
165 trustee process and no assignment thereof shall be
166 valid. No applicant for aid hereunder who know-
-167 ingly makes any false statement, or seeks to perpe-
-168 trate any fraud or deception, in or relative to his
169 application for such aid, shall be granted any aid
170 hereunder upon such application, nor shall he be
171 eligible for one year thereafter to make further
172 application for such aid or to receive the same.

1 Section 2. Section seven of this act shall take
2 effect in conformity with the constitution,and the other
3 sections thereof shall take effect January first, nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-seven, but if the provisions
5 of the federal social security act therein referred
6 to, providing grants for aid to dependent children,
7 shall be repealed, or shall become inoperative be-
-8 cause of unconstitutionality or otherwise, this act
9 shall, sixty days thereafter, become null and void,

10 and said chapter one hundred and eighteen, as in
11 effect immediately prior to the effective date of this
12 act, shall thereupon become in full force and effect.




