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Executive Department, Boston, June 22, 1936.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Reprcsentativ

I am resubmitting for your further consideration a re-
draft of House Bill No. 1885, being an act entitled “An
Act establishing within the Department of Education a
Division of Police Training, and providing for Courses of
Training of Certain Police Officers.”

The purpose of this bill is simple. It is to provide
training in the police service for recruits without in any
way depriving local police departments of the full con-
trol of their personnel. The bill does not provide for a
centralized police force, and in no way interferes with
home rule, so called. The bill does not apply to the
Boston Police Department, as that department is already
equipped with an excellent police school. Special train-
ing is absolutely essential to our local police departments
if they are to deal effectively with the modern criminal
and his high powered methods. It will also furnish an
opportunity for maintaining state-wide standards for the
training of our police recruits of our cities and towns.

The training provided for in the accompanying bill
is to be made available by authorizing the State Depart-
ment of Education to supervise training courses located
in different parts of the Commonwealth and conducted by
instructors experienced in police work. The courses
are of only thirty days’ duration and would be conducted
in places not more than twenty-five miles from any part
of the district served. The establishment of such courses
is sought by many forward-looking police officers of the
Commonwealth, who appreciate the need of special
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training to enable them fully to cope with the methods
employed by modern criminals. The aim and object of
the proposed bill is to improve the police departments of
the various cities and towns.

The Department of Education has already made a no-
table success in the courses conducted under its super-
vision for the various fire departments of the Common-
wealth, and I am of the opinion that it can render similar
service to the members of the police departments if an
opportunity, as provided for in the accompanying bill,
is afforded.

The preliminary estimates of the cost of installing a
course of instruction provided for by the accompanying
bill does not exceed $19,000. The tremendous cost of
crime will be materially reduced if police training of the
new members of the departments of our cities and towns
is immediately furnished so as to enable them to cope
better with those of our population who are criminally
inclined.

I therefore recommend the enactment of the accom-
panying bill.

JAMES M. CURLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act establishing within the Department of Education
a Division ofPolice Training, and providing for Courses
of Training of Certain Police Officers.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 cause substantial inconvenience, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section four, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section 4- The commissioner shall be the execu-
-6 tive and administrative head of the department. He
7 shall have charge of the administration and enforce-
-8 ment of all laws, rules and regulations which it is the
9 duty of the department to administer and enforce, and

10 shall be chairman of the board. He shall organize in
11 the department a division of public libraries, a division
12 of immigration and Americanization, a division of the
13 blind, a division of police training and such other divi-
-14 sions as he may determine. Each division, other than
15 the division of police training, shall be in charge of a
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16 director and shall be under the general supervision of
17 the commissioner. The division of police training shall
18 be under the direct supervision and control of the
19 commissioner. Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
-20 strued as affecting the powers and duties of the trustees
21 of the Massachusetts state college as set forth in
22 chapter seventy-five.

1 Section 2. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-five, as amended by chapter three hundred and
4 ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-five, under the caption division of police

6 training, the following new section:
7 Section 25A. The division of police training, here-
-8 inafter called the division, shall establish, supervise
9 and conduct, and may from time to time revise, courses

10 of training, in such subjects relative to police practice
11 as the commissioner shall determine, for recently
12 appointed regular police officers of each city or town,
13 or of the metropolitan district commission, whose
14 positions are within the classified civil service, herein-
-15 after called probationary regular police officers. Such
16 courses shall be conducted by competent persons and
17 shall be held at such times, and in such places within
18 the commonwealth, as the commissioner shall deter-

-19 mine. Every probationary regular police officer shall,
20 within thirty days following the making of the report
21 referred to in section eighteen of chapter thirty-one,
22 be required, as a part of his assigned tours of duty, to
23 attend such courses, and he shall be compensated for
24 attendance thereat at the same rate, at the same time,
25 and in the same manner, as for the performance by
26 him of regular police duty.
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27 Every such course shall be so arranged that the
28 period of instruction therein shall be completed within
29 the period of probation for such regular police officers
30 established under authority of section three of said
31 chapter thirty-one. The division shall grant to each
32 probationary regular police officer satisfactorily com-
-33 pleting such a course a certificate to that effect.
34 The division may also establish, supervise and con-
-35 duct, and from time to time revise, courses of training
36 for reserve police officers of cities or towns and of the
37 metropolitan district commission and for regular police
38 officers thereof not eligible to attend the other courses
39 of training provided by this section.
40 The division may make, and from time to time alter
41 or amend, rules and regulations for the conduct of
42 courses of training provided by this section.
43 All expenses of conducting such courses shall be
44 paid by the commonwealth.
45 The provisions of this section shall not apply to
46 police officers of the city of Boston.
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