
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatm

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the Amendments of the Constitution, I return herewith
House Bill No. 1923, being entitled “An Act Providing
for the Construction or Reconstruction of Three Bridges
Over the Connecticut River and One Bridge Over the
Merrimack River” with the recommendation that the
said bill be amended as hereinafter set forth. In Section 1
the word “solely” should be stricken out and the word
“substantially” substituted therefor so that the per-
formance of the work should not be made to rest upon
conditions that the payment of every cent incurred should
be paid by the Federal Government, because it is only
natural to expect there will be some minor incidental
payment that the State might possibly have to meet.

Section 2 should be amended. Instead of requiring a
payment of one-half of the said total cost of the proposed
Northampton and Hadley Bridge, the section should,
as amended, read “substantially one-half of the total
cost of the construction of this bridge for the same reason
as previously mentioned.”

The remaining portions of the bill should be stricken
out and the following sections substituted therefor, to
wit:
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Section 3. The department of public works, hereinafter called the
department, is hereby authorized and directed to construct the follow-
ing new bridges, with suitable approaches, of sufficient length to con-
nect with such routes as the department shall determine.
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a. A new high level bridge over the Connecticut river between the
town of South Hadley and the city of Holyoke, at a locationto be deter-
mined by the said department.

b. A new high level bridge over the Connecticut river between the
city of Springfield or the town of Longmeadow and the town of Aga-
wam, at a location to be determined by the said department.

c. A new bridge across the Merrimack river in the city of Lowell
to replace the Central Bridge, so called, at or near the location of the
said bridge.

The department is hereby authorized to make necessary alterations
to street railway and railroad tracks and in connecting ways and to
construct any necessary drainage outlets and to cross any railroad at
grade or otherwise as may be necessary to carry out the provision of
this act.

Section 4. For the purposes of this act, the department may enter
into agreements with the city of Lowell and the counties of Hampden
and Hampshire whereby the city and counties may obligate them-
selves to acquire such lands or rights therein as may be necessary for
carrying out the projects aforesaid or to pay all expenses incident to
the acquisition of such lands and rights therein, or both. For the pur-
poses of this act, the department, on behalf of the aforesaid city and
counties may enter into an agreement to carry out any project as afore-
said, or the aforesaid city and counties on their own behalf, may enter
upon or take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the
General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, such public or
private lands, cemeteries, public parks, playgrounds, parks or reserva-
tions, or parts thereof or rights therein, or public or private ways as
it may deem necessary for carrying out the provisions of this act,
including such land or rights in land as may be necessary for the con-
struction of any necessary drainage outlets and any highway grade
separations and traffic circles with approaches thereto; provided, that
no damage shall be paid for such public land or parks, playgrounds,
parkways or reservations so taken. For the purpose of paying any
expenses incurred under any agreement entered into under this section,
the city of Lowell and the counties of Hampden and Hampshire may
borrow such sums as majr be necessary, and may issue bonds or notes
therefor which shall be pajrable in not more than ten years; and such
indebtedness shall, except as herein provided, be subject to chapter
forty-four of the General Laws in the case of a city or town, and to
chapter thirty-five of the GeneralLaws in the case of a county. Any
borrowing hereunder by a city or town may be outside its statutory
limit of indebtedness.

Section 5. The cost of constructing said bridge between the town
of South Hadley and the city of Holyoke shall not exceed one million,
eight hundred thousand dollars; the cost of constructing said bridge
between the city of Springfield or the town of Longmeadow and the
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town of Agawam shall not exceed two million dollars, and the cost of
constructing the said bridge in the city of Lowell shall not exceed
five hundred thousand dollars and in no event shall the cost of carry-
ing out the provisions of section one exceed in the aggregate four
million, three hundred thousand dollars. The department may make
a contract or contracts for the said construction, involving the expen-
diture of funds not exceeding the amount herein authorized to be ex-
pended, upon receipt of assurance from the proper federal authorities
that the Federal government will provide by grant funds necessary to
meet at least thirty per cent of the cost of said construction; provided,
that if a grant is made by the federal government for the purpose of
meeting the cost of construction of any, other than the three of the
said bridges, then the within act shall not apply to the construction
of such bridges for which the proper federal authorization, at least in
the aforesaid amount, is not furnished by the said federal government.

Section 6. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
act, the state treasurer may from time to time, borrow on the credit
of the commonwealth such sums, not exceeding in the aggregate four
million, three hundred thousand dollars, less amounts at the time of
the issue of any bonds, notes or other forms of written acknowledg-
ment of debt as have been actually then received in grants therefor
from the federal government, and may issue in one or more series
bonds, notes or other forms of written acknowledgment of debt, here-
inafter referred to as obligations. Each series shall carry such rates
of interest as the state treasurer may fix, with the approval of the
governor, and shall be payable serially in such amounts and at such
times as the state treasurer may determine, with the approval of the
governor; provided, that the principal payments of each series shall
be made annually in amounts as nearly equal as may be. The obli-
gation last payable of any series issued hereunder shall become due
not later than five years from the date of the obligations of such series.

All obligations issued under this act shall be signed by the state
treasurer and approved by the governor. Facsimiles of the signature
of the governor printed thereon shall have the same effect as his writ-
ten signature.

AD obligations issued under this act shall be payable, as to both
principal and interest, in such funds as are, on the respective dates
of payment of such principal and interest, legal tender for the pay-
ment of debts due the United States of America.

All interest payments and payments on account of principal on such
obligations shall be paid from the Highway Fund, without appropria-
tion; provided, that, notwithstanding the foregoing, such obligations
shall be general obligations of the commonwealth.

In anticipation of the sale of such obligations, the state treasurer
may from time to time, with the approval of the governor, pay from
the Highway Fund, without appropriation, and of the expenses of



HOUSE —No. 1964. [June, 1936.4

carrying out any projects authorized under this act; but all money
so paid from said fund shall be repaid thereto out of the proceeds of
the sale of such obligations.

Section 7. When the construction of a bridge, as herein author-
ized, has been completed, then the said bridge together with its ap-
proaches shall become and be maintained as a public highway by the
county in which it is located, except that the Central Bridge shall be
maintained by said city of Lowell, and all land and rights therein
taken under this section one shall be conveyed by the commonwealth
to the county within which the said land or rights are located and to
the city of Lowell such land and rights so taken as are located in said
city.

JAMES M. CURLEY.


