
HOUSE No. 211

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE ADVISABILITY OF CONSTRUCTING
AND MAINTAINING A BATH HOUSE AT
LAKE QUANNAPOWITT IN THE TOWN
OF WAKEFIELD.

[Metropolitan Affairs.

Metropolitan District Commission
!0 Somebset Street, Boston, December 2, 1936.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
Ms in General Court assembl

On June 3, 1936, the following resolve, chapter 34, was
approved by the Governor:

Resolved , That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current
house document numbered ten hundred and eighty, relative to the
construction and maintenance by said commission of a bath house
at Lake Quanaapowitt in the town of Wakefield. Said commission
shall report to the general court the result of its investigation, and
its recommendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and
drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
tives on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current
year.

Quannapowitt Pond is a great pond located in the
northerly part of the town of Wakefield. It is about
one mile long and one half a mile wide at its widest
point, and is used extensively for boating, bathing, skat-
ing, and other recreational purposes.
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Land owned by the Commonwealth at the northerly
end of the pond, under the care and control of the Met-
ropolitan District Commission, was acquired by two
takings, one in July, 1916, and the other in February,
1926. The Quannapowitt Parkway was roughly con-
structed through this land by filling the low, marshy
area with gravel and shaping a roadway 30 feet wide
and 3,600 feet long between North Avenue and Lowell
Street, Wakefield. No money has been available to
finish this parkway and put it in a satisfactory condition.

The safest location for a proposed bath house would be
on land under the control of the Metropolitan District
Commission, adjoining the parkway about 600 feet south-
west from Lowell Street. The beach at this location has
a natural sandy and gravelly bottom, with a gradual
slope from the shore line for a distance of about 450 feet
where the water is approximately 6 feet in depth, making
it an ideal bathing beach for young people and small
children. As this location has gradually developed into
a popular place for bathing, suitable and necessary con-
veniences should be provided if the continued use of this
area is to be allowed for bathing and recreational purposes.

The beach lies within one and one quarter miles of the
centre of the town of Wakefield, about one mile from the
centre of the town of Reading, and two miles from the
populated area of Lynnfield. From observations made
during the bathing season, the residents of these districts
predominate in the use of this bathing area, the majority
coming from the town of Wakefield.

There is no question as to the desirability and necessity
of building proper facilities to allow a greater use of this
area; but, as the use is of a local nature and cannot be
construed as a Metropolitan District activity, and also,
as neither the towns of Reading or Lynnfield is within
the Metropolitan Parks District, the Commission is of
the opinion that the cost of building and maintaining the
bath house and other facilities should be borne by the
towns getting the benefit and should not be assessed on
the Metropolitan Parks District. It is recommended that
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the Metropolitan District Commission grant to the town
of Wakefield the use of such land that will enable said
town to build and maintain a beach and bath house at
this location. Similar grants and use of lands have been
given to other cities and towns in the Parks District.

No legislation is required if this recommendation is
adopted.
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