
HOUSE No. 296

To the General Court.

Department op Conservation,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1936.

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 45 of the
Resolves of 1936, relating to an investigation of the subject
matter of House Document No. 253, the following report
is respectfully submitted.

ERNEST J. DEAN,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts!

Commissioner of Conservation.
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISITION
BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF LAND ON
MOUNT HOLYOKE IN HADLEY AND SOUTH
HADLEY.

[Conservation.]

An inspection of the Mount Holyoke property was made
by the Commissioner of Conservation during the past
summer, and the proposal to have it acquired by the Com-
monwealth has been carefully considered.

As a result of the inspection made and information
secured during the investigation, which is in part con-
tained in the following report, I am of the opinion that its
purchase by the Commonwealth is justified and desirable,
provided a satisfactory solution can be determined upon
regarding the future procedure to be followed with regard
to the hotel situated on the summit of the mountain.
House Document No. 253 directs that the purchase of
the property as a whole be made as a state forest, subject
to the provisions of chapter 132 of the General Laws.
The acquisition of a hotel and its operation on state forest
land is not, in my opinion, to be considered as a proper
function of this Department.

If satisfactory arrangements could be made for the
administration of the property as a whole, either with the
Commissioners of Hampshire County or with the officials
of the Massachusetts State College, its acquisition should,
I believe, be made by the Commonwealth as a state res-
ervation. The latter institution has amongst its several
educational units a graduate school of forestry, and there

Cfjc (£ommontuealt& of Massachusetts
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is much that could be done with portions of the Mount
Holyoke area by such a school for foresters along educa-
tional and other lines of endeavor.

If, however, it should be the opinion of the General
Court that the property should be acquired as a state
forest, sufficient additional appropriation should be made
available with which to eliminate the major portion of
the hotel building, and thereby relieve this Department
of the responsibility of the care and management of such
a structure as exists at the present time, and its continu-
ance as a hotel.

The investigation indicates a considerable interest and
desire on the part of many citizens that the Mount Hol-
yoke area be purchased and preserved by the Common-
wealth.

There are submitted herewith letters to this effect from
the Springfield Council Parent-Teachers Associations,
Easthampton Grange No. 27, and the Western Massa-
chusetts Conference.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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FORESTER’S REPORT.

Department of Conservation,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 24, 1936.

Ernest J. Dean, Commissioner of Conservation, 20 Somerset Street,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir : In compliance with your instructions, an
investigation of the property on Mount Holyoke, referred
to in House Document No. 253 has been made, the results
of which are hereby respectfully submitted for your con-
sideration.

A report on the Mount Holyoke property at this time
is, in effect, supplementary to a report on the major por-
tion of the same area published as part of the State For-
ester’s Annual Report published in 1916 as Public Docu-
ment No. 73. A considerable part of the information
supplied from the investigation of 1915 is applicable at
this time, especially with regard to the natural features.
A copy of that Document is therefore made a part of this
report.

During the intervening years the title to the holdings
formerly held by the Mount Holyoke Company has be-
come vested in Joseph A. Skinner of South Hadley, one
of the larger stockholders at the time the company was
in existence. Mr. Skinner has enlarged the original area
by the purchase of additional land, so that at the present
time the tract comprises approximately 467 acres.

An outline of the approximate present boundaries is
shown on plan submitted with this report, and the loca-
tion of the area with reference to the Mount Holyoke
Range and surrounding region is indicated on the United
States Geographical Topographical Sheet also submitted.

Except that all of the chestnut mentioned in the 1916
report has since been removed, the growth over the original



HOUSE —No. 296.1937.] 5

area remains untouched and has the added increment of
a twenty-year period. The growth on the additional land
acquired is similar in composition to that on the original
area, but owing to the fact that a considerable portion of
the addition involves land on the lower levels, there is a
better opportunity to apply forestry practice to its man-
agement than is true with reference to the growth on the
steep slopes where it should be undisturbed to any ma-
terial extent.

The well-constructed road known as Dwight Avenue,
running from the state highway, Route 63, to the
summit of the mountain, is in good condition and shows
no material signs of wear during the past twenty years.

One additional building has been constructed, a small
cabin, which is used by the students of Mount Holyoke
College. Other than this unit the number of buildings
remains the same as in 1915, all of them being in good
condition at the present time.

Mr. Skinner has gone to considerable expense in having
a line built and electric current supplied to all buildings,
including the electrification of the inclined railway to the
hotel at the summit.

Assessed Values, 1936.

Hotel, Hadley $4,000
Hotel, South Hadley 10,000
Garage, South Hadley 250
Garage and Half Way House, Hadley 1,400
Barn and engine house, Hadley 700
Barn and garage, Hadley 400
Outing Club Camp, Hadley 500
Gas pump and tank, Hadley 125
Incline railway tract and stairway, Hadley

.... 2,500

$19,875

Land, 56 acres, South Hadley $1,350
Land, 360 acres, Hadley 9,700

$11,050

Total land, buildings, etc $30,925
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House Document No. 253 calls for an acreage not to
exceed 800 acres, and it is understood that the additional
land needed (approximately 333 acres) to make an area
of 800 acres would be acquired and its cost deducted from
the price stipulated of $40,000 for the entire property.

Based on the same assessed value per acre as the land
now constituting the Mount Holyoke tract ($25.50), the
assessed value of the additional land for the purposes of
this report would amount to $9,824, giving the property
as a whole an assessed value of $40,749, or $749 in excess
of the price asked by Mr. Skinner for its sale to the Com-
monwealth. Based on an acreage of 800 acres, the build-
ings wr ould represent very close to 50 per cent of the
assessed value of the whole.

The hotel at the summit, containing forty rooms, can-
not properly be considered a paying proposition. Thirty
of the rooms are unused to any material extent during
any season, and it is, perhaps, somewhat questionable
whether the increasing desire of the public for recreation
in nature’s beauty spots, even in one providing such out-
standing scenic beauties as the Mount Holyoke Hotel
offers, will be sufficient to make the present hotel a finan-
cial asset. If the size of the present structure were re-
duced by two thirds, leaving only the portion on the loca-
tion where the original building was erected in 1821 and
to which portion the historical sentiment mainly relates,
it would seem that the summit would still offer all that the
greater percentage of visitors would wish or require, and
make a much more attractive building than the large
structure there at the present time, a considerable part
of which seems to serve no purpose each year.

There would appear to be no justification for the pur-
chase and maintenance of the present Mount Holyoke
Hotel as a whole by the Commonwealth, especially within
the boundaries of a state forest and under the control and
supervision of the Department of Conservation. It is
possible, of course, that if it were acquired, it might be
leased for a period of years on a satisfactory basis so that
no cost would devolve upon the Commonwealth for its
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upkeep, but with regard to this possibility there is no
definite assurance at this time.

As to the 800 acres of land, there would seem to be much
justification for consideration of its acquisition.

The Mount Holyoke Range as a whole, situated as it
is in the Connecticut Valley section, represents one of the
most unusual and impressive natural land formations in
New England, and its wooded slopes and unrivaled scenic
views constitute one of the Commonwealth’s outstanding
natural assets.

The portion of the range to which this report specifi-
cally relates comprises one of its most attractive sections,
and there is a feeling on the part of many citizens familiar
with Mount Holyoke that it should be acquired by the
Commonwealth and preserved for all time. It would
make a very desirable state reservation or park. Under
its present ownership nothing of an adverse nature is
likely to]’happen to it, but it would be unfortunate were
the ownership to change and its beauties destroyed by
removal of the wood and timber and the use of portions
of the property for undesirable structures and other
purposes.

There are submitted with this report pictures 1 taken
from Mount Holyoke by Mr. F. G. Hills of this Department,
three airplane pictures by the Fairchild Aerial Surveys,
Inc., and also a copy of a plan made by Massachusetts
State College under the supervision of Prof. Frank A.
Waugh who kindly loaned it to this Department. This
plan represents considerable amount of work and study
and contains a large amount of desirable information
relating to a major portion of the Holyoke Range. Upon
this plan is indicated in outline the section to which this
report relates to the extent of 467 acres now owned by
Mr. Skinner.

Respectfully submitted,

F. L. HAYNES,
Forester.

1 The letters, plans and pictures referred
Geneial Court.

herein may be found in tne files of the
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Report of the State Forester on the Resolve providing

for an Investigation relative to the Taking of

Mount Holyoke as a State Reservation.

To the General Court.
In the matter of the investigation relative to a state reserva-

tion being made of Mount Holyoke, as directed by the General
Court in the following resolve, “That the state forester shall
investigate and report to the next general court, not later than
the third Wednesday of January, as to the advisability, practi-
cability and cost of taking and maintaining Mount Holyoke
as a state reservation, with such other information relating
thereto as he may deem expedient,’’ I respectfully state that
this investigation has been made and is herewith reported upon.
The State Forester was more or less familiar with the property
in question, and besides visiting the grounds himself, delegated
one of his assistants, Mr. Frank L. Haynes, to make a survey
of Mount Holyoke in order to present a comprehensive view
of the situation.

The basis of this report is therefore the thorough study made
by Mr. Haynes during the month of September.

Location.

Mount Holyoke, an elevation of 954 feet, occupies a com-
manding position on and forms a part of the western end of
that portion of the Holyoke Range lying east of the Connecti-
cut River. The dividing line between the townships of South
Hadley and Hadley follows approximately the ridge of the
range, thereby placing the mountain partly in both townships.

Area.

The area covered during the investigative work consists of a

tract of 256 acres known as the Mount Flolyoke Reservation,
which is at present owned by the Mount Holyoke Company.

EXTRACT FROM THE STATE FORESTER’S REPORT
OF JANUARY, 1916.



1937.] HOUSE —No. 296, 9

This tract includes the summit of the mountain and land on
all sides of it within the limits shown upon the plan in the files
of the State Forester’s office. Upon this area are located the
Mount Holyoke Hotel and several smaller buildings used in
connection with the reservation.

Topography and Soils.
With the exception of parts of the lower slopes the mountain

is of a steep and rugged nature, having a rise in elevation from
base to summit of about 900 feet in 3,000, and on the steeper
portions a rise of 450 feet in 1,000. For the most part the area
lies between 300 and 900 foot levels.

The main material making up the ground structure of the
mountain is basalt. This hard stone occurs to a considerable
extent in solid ledge formation, and especially on the ridge and
upper slopes, where it is found completely exposed or very
lightly covered with soil. Through the slow process of disinte-
gration and wash, natural forces have succeeded in covering the
lower slopes and pockets with sufficient soil for a good growth
of trees to thrive, and on the extreme lower slopes the land is
suitable for farming, and is used as such.

It is upon the lower slopes, where the soil is of sufficient depth,
thatany future tree growth of an intensive nature can be carried
on.

Ground Cover.
The tree growth and smaller plants found upon the area are

as follows:

Chestnut. Basswood. Butternut.
Oak (red). Maple. Chestnut oak.
Oak (white). Elm. Moosewood.
Oak (black). Cherry. Flowering dogwood.
Hemlock. Poplar. Alder.
White pine. Red pine. Mountain laurel.
Birch (white). Red cedar. Witch hazel.
Birch (black). Ironwood. Juniper.
Birch (yellow). Beech. Sumach.
Ash. Willow. Sassafras.
Hickory. Sycamore. Blueberry.

Some of the above listed species occur in small numbers, and
are listed mainly to give an idea of the varied flora found upon
the reservation.
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On the whole, the tree growth found upon the area is not of
especial value from a commercial point of view. About one
third of the area is at present stocked with trees of suitable size
for lumber, poles and ties.

Chestnut.

Among the trees upon this area the chestnut predominates.
This species occurs either in pure stands or scattered among
other hardwoods and hemlock, and ranges in size from young
sprouts up to trees of 20 inches in diameter. Unfortunately,
the chestnut now standing on the reservation is in a dead or
dying condition, owing to the prevalence of the chestnut blight,
or bark disease. The investigation showed that nearly 9/ per
cent of the trees of this species were infected, including trees of
large size, and it is safe to assume that within two years nearly
every chestnut tree on the reserve will be killed. These dead
and dying trees contain in total several thousand feet B. M. of
lumber and ties, and should be cut and utilized while they have
a commercial value.

Hemlock.

This tree occurs either in nearly pure small stands or scattered
among the hardwood growth. Several large specimens are
present on the reserve, but the combined stands of hemlock
constitute only a small amount.

White Pine.

There is but one small stand of this species upon the area. It
covers about 2 acres on one of the lower slopes, and was evi-
dently planted about thirty-five ago. The stand has made
an average growth of about 1 foot per year in height, and is
mainly important in that it gives a good indication of what this
valuable tree species will do under the conditions that obtain
on the Mount Holyoke area where sufficient soil is available.

Oaks.

Many good specimens of red, white and black oaks are found
on the reservation, the larger of them reaching a diameter of
16 to 18 inches. The major part of the oak growth consists of
medium and small sized trees.
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Other Species.
Ash, birch, hickory, poplar and remaining listed species occur

on many parts of the reserve, but are mostly of small size and
of little value other thanfor cordwood. On the ridges and upper
slopes, where exposed conditions and shallow soil obtain, the
growth is of a poor and stunted nature and must continue to re-
main so. While the larger part of the tree growth upon the area
is not of especial value commercially, it is of very material
value as a covering for the mountain, thereby enhancing its
natural beauty from an aesthetic viewpoint.

Watershed,

The area under consideration is of importance as a watershed
only in so far as it forms a part of the Holyoke Range as a whole.

Forestry Practice.
The Mount Holyoke lands as a whole do not constitute a

good forestry proposition. On the lower slopes, as before stated,
soil conditions are such that forestry practice could be carried
on to a certain extent. This would mean the clear cutting of
the dead chestnut and the usual necessary thinnings in the
remaining growth where it would pay to make them, to be
followed by planting the area to pine. Inasmuch as this suitable
forestry area is small (about 100 acres), the returns through
forestry practice necessarily would be small even over a long
period of time. On the upper slopes the growth should be left
about as it is, except in places where light thinnings could be
made to pay for the expense involved.

Remarks.
Among the many elevations found within the boundaries of

Massachusetts the position occupied by Mount Holyoke is in
many ways unusual and unique. Rising as it does out of the
fertile and highly cultivated valley of the Connecticut River,
and to a height sufficient to command views over an extensive
radius in nearly all directions, it is possible to observe from the
summit of Mount Holyoke combinations of scenery of a nature
that can be obtained from but few elevations in this entire
country.
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From the Mount Holyoke Hotel, located on the summit of
the mountain, there may be seen mountains in 4 States, also
40 towns, cities and villages, 32 of which are in Massachusetts
and 8 in Connecticut, namely:

Mountains.
Monadnock, New Hampshire. Norwottoek, Massachusetts.
Falcott, Avon, Conn. East and West Rock, New
Sugar Loaf, Massachusetts. Haven, Conn.
Tom, Massachusetts. Wachusett, Massachusetts.
Green, Vermont. Toby, Massachusetts.
Greylock, Massachusetts. Nonotuck, Massachusetts.

Towns.
Northampton. Agawam.
Whately. East Windsor, Conn.
North Amherst. Goshen.
South Hadley. Shelburne.
Longmeadow. Pelham.
Blandford. Springfield.
Thompsonville, Conn. Southampton.
Suffield, Conn. Enfield, Conn.
Haydenville. Hadley.
South Deerfield. Sunderland.
Amherst. Belchertown.
Wilbraham. Chicopee.
West Springfield. Easthampton.
Ludlow. Hatfield.
Windsor, Conn. North Hadley.
Somers, Conn. Granby.
Williamsburg. Holyoke.
Greenfield. Montgomery.
South Amherst. Hartford, Conn.
North Wilbraham. West Hartford, Conn.

Some of the Objects of Interest viewed from the Mountain.
State Hospital, Round Hill, Smith College and Clark Institute in

Northampton.
Williston Seminary, Easthampton.
Amherst College, Massachusetts Agricultural College, and Mount

Pleasant, Amherst.
Mount Holyoke College at South Hadley.
Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham.
United States armory at Springfield.
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Manufacturing city of Holyoke.
Ingleside, South Holyoke.
Old Hadley.
Ox Bow Island.
Shepherd’s Island in the Connecticut River,

The mountain, located as it is among so many well-populated
towns and cities, becomes readily accessible to many thousands
of people, the more so owing to the fact that an excellent auto-
mobile road runs clear to the summit.

The natural beauties of Mount Holyoke and the very excel-
lent scenic views to be obtained from it have been familiar to
thousands of people for many years.

The Mountain House.
The first house was built in 1821 and replaced in 1851. The

present hotel is a wooden building about 75 by 165 feet with
15-foot veranda on all four sides, having a main office floor 20
by 155 feet, good dining room, parlor, library and observation
room, and can accommodate 60 to 75 people at one time. All
of the registers of the hotel since 1822 have been preserved and
are open for inspection. Many prominent names appear, among
them those of Abraham Lincoln, James K. Polk and Jenny Lind.
The hotel has been returning a profit to the company in recent
years. Other buildings on the reservation consist of the reser-
vation superintendent’s house, stable, power house, workshop
and a covered incline railway running up to the Mountain
House. The buildings are in a good state of repair.

Automobile Road.
The macadam automobile road from the base to the summit

of Mount Holyoke constitutes what is no doubt as fine a road
as can be found running to the summit of any mountain in the
Commonwealth.

Former Ownership.

The property was owned for many years by the Dwight
family, who maintained there a hotel for the service of the many
who visited it because of the great beauty of its situation. The
buildings erected by them cost not far from s>loo,ooo and arc
in good condition at the present time. Owing to death in the
family there was a well-grounded fear that the property might
be sold to some one who would cut the timber and otherwise
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disfigure the mountain. To avoid this the Mount Holyoke
Company was formed. Its sole purpose was to preserve the
mountain for the benefit of the community at large. In fur-
therance of this object the Dwight family turned in all of its
property to the Mount Holyoke Company in consideration of
250 shares of the par value of $lOO each of the capital stock of
the Mount Holyoke Company, or a total of $25,000. There
was paid in by other stockholders $23,000 in cash for 230 shares
of like par value. In addition to this, $32,000 has been raised
by loans. The cash subscriptions and loans were used very
largely by the company for improving the approach to the top
of the mountain, the buildings, etc. The macadam roads up
the mountain cost $38,000.

Stockholders.

The following list contains the names and amount of stock
held by the various owners at the present time.

List of Stockholders. of shares.

Goetting, A. H., 269 Bridge Street, Springfield, Mass. ... 10
Bridgman, C. J., 187 Elm Street, Northampton, Mass. . . 1
Bell, Clinton E., 25 Harrison Avenue, Springfield, Mass. . . 2
Brewer, Frances, 138 Elm Street, Northampton, Mass. . . 2
Cooley, Clarissa A., 119 Farrington Street, Hartford, Conn. . 2
Clarke, Christopher, 40 Hawley Street, Northampton, Mass. . 2
Dwight, Helen M., 31 Mount Morris Park, West, New York

City, care of R. E. Dwight 12
Dwight, Kirby, 31 Mount Morris Park, West, New York City,

care of R. E. Dwight 10
Dwight, Katharine W., 31 Mount Morris Park, West, New York

City, care of R. E. Dwight 10
Dwight, Marion E., 31 Mount Morris Park, West, New York

City, care of R. E. Dwight 10
Dwight, Ellsworth E., 192 Summit Avenue, Summit, N. J., care

of R. E. Dwight 10
Dwight, Richard E., 96 Broadway, New York City

... 10
Gillett, Frederick H., House of Representatives, Washington,

D. C. 9.

Green, Addison L., 1229 Northampton Street, Holyoke, Mass. . 1
Hemphill, Ashton E., Holyoke, Mass 1
Judd, Chas. C., 1495 Northampton Street, Holyoke, Mass. . 1
Judd, John K., 48 Fairfield Avenue, Holyoke, Mass. 1
Ketcham, Genevieve, 31 Mount Morris Park, West, New York

City, care of R. E. Dwight 16
Ketcham, Everett P., 120 West 122 d Street, New York City . 16
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Lyman, Frank, 82 Wall Street, New York City .... 10
Look, Estate of Frank N., Florence, Mass 2
Leggett, J. Dwight, care of R. E. Dwight 20
Leggett, Noel 8., care of R. E. Dwight 21
Leggett, Schuyler M., care of R. E. Dwight 21
Metcalf, Joseph, Northampton Street, Holyoke, Mass. . . 50
Metcalf, Frank H., Holyoke, Mass 2
Metcalf, Howard F., 163 Walnut Street, Holyoke, Mass. . . 1
Newton, James H., Northampton Street, Holyoke, Mass. . . 50
Page, Thomas C., Chicopee Falls, Mass. 2
Page, Irving H., Chicopee Falls, Mass 10
Skinner, Joseph A., 206 Elm Street, Holyoke, Mass. ... 50
Shores, H. T., 177 Elm Street, Northampton, Mass. 1
Shores, Mabel D., 177 Elm Street, Northampton, Mass. . . 1
Steiger, Albert, Ridgewood Terrace, Springfield, Mass. .

. 1
Stem, Lilian D., Westfield, New Jersey, care of R. E. Dwight . 16
Schillaire, A. J., 203 Bridge Street, Northampton, Mass. . . 1
Tilley, Estate of John, 181 Northampton Street, Holyoke, Mass. 1
White, Alfred T., 40 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. . . . 5K
White, Annie J. L., 40 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. . . 5
Williston, Estate of A. L., 35 Round Hill, Northampton, Mass. . 10
Wigglesworth, Geo. W., 53 State Street, Boston, Mass. .

. 3
Westerfield, Florence, Upper Montclair, N. J., care of R. E.

Dwight 16
Walker, Marion D., 11 Mount Morris Park, West, New York

City, care of R. E. Dwdght 62
480

The following is the last inventory of, the company’s property
and was made in 1913

Hotel with new part 140,000
Furniture 1,000
Two dwelling houses 1,800
Farm (21 acres) 1,500

■>'

Barns and garage 2,000
Forest land (236 acres) 10,000
New roads 33,000
Four horses 600
Carriages 300
John Dwights Avenue 5,000
Farm tools and wagons 200
Ice house 100
Apple orchard 210

Total 195,710
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The following is the last report to the Commissioner of Cor-
porations, Boston, Mass. (May 1, 1915):

$60,000 00Real estate
Machinery 1,000 00

2 32Cash and receivables
Profit and loss . 17,677 36

178,669 68Total

$48,100 00
15,000 00
15,569 68

Balance capital stock outstanding
Funded indebtedness
Floating indebtedness

$78,669 68Total .

Land, South Hadley
Land, Hadley .

Buildings, South Hadley
Buildings, Hadley .

Total

The property was taxed as follows in 1915:

$7,043 92
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Expenses for 1915.

Supplies $2,173 86
Livery 61 50
Expense, painting and repairs 1,240 66
Soda 42 20
Postals 131 42
Candy 42 62
Help 1,983 00
Advertising 323 73
Miscellaneous (Lyman, C. Clark, Interest and Insurance) 1,039 57
Balance in bank 5 36

Total $7,0-13 92

Bills payable Dec. 1, 1915.
Taxes, town of Hadley 1148 03
W. N. Potter Sons & Co. to Oct. 1, 1915 .... 79 40
Judd & Parsons, insurance due in May, 1916 . . 155 00
Northampton Empire Laundry to Oct. 16, 1915 . . 44 93
J. A. Ross to Oct. 15, 1915 271 43
A. McCallum & Co. 58 45
“Springfield Republican” 3 90
New England Telephone and Telegraph Company . , 553
J. A. Ross 78 74

Total 5845 41

The amount paid for interest and insurance offsets outstand-
ing bills by 5194.16.

Advisability, Practicability and Costs of Taking and
Maintaining.

The State Forester believes that Mount Holyoke, if acquired
by the State, will be of much benefit to the people of that sec-
tion, and once a state property would interest many others
throughout the whole State. This mountain has already be-
come renowned for its wonderful scenic beauty, and no one, no
matter how much he has traveled, can begin to appreciate its
grandeur until he has taken a trip there or, even better, has
spent a day or two at the Mountain House.

This mountain is easily accessible by automobile, and has a
splendidly constructed road of comparatively easy grade to
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the top. It is a landmark well worthy of acquisition by the
State for a public reservation for all time. The purchasing of
this property by the State, however, should not in my estima-
tion be looked upon as a purely forestry undertaking, for while
the arboreal cover may be considered as of great importance in
connection with the general effect, it cannot be recommended
as possessing economic importance in growing forest products
alone, as it has more value from the broad aesthetic standpoint.
Much may be done, however, in practicing forestry on the
lower slopes, where some economic results can be relied upon;
also the whole property is capable of demonstrating good
forestry work which would be valuable as an educational object
lesson to our people. The impressiveness of many of the beauty
spots visited abroad is greatly enhanced by their close relation-
ship to forestry practices, and here could be made, in our own
State, a unique example. The property could, if purchased,
become a regular state forest, and be managed under the same
regulations as other forests now being acquired.

The value of the property, due to the great amount of ex-
pense necessitated by the building of the road to the summit,
the mountain hotel on top and other reservation buildings,
together with the expense of the incline railroad, is a factor that
needs to be considered independently of the forestry question.
That the first expense of the property in developing it to its
present stage was very great there can be no question. The
present owners consist of a number of our public-spirited citi-
zens who became interested more from public concern than
from the possibilities of profitable investment, and they are
interested with others in seeing the property made a state res-
ervation.

When they purchased the property there did not seem to be
sufficient public interest, but it was hoped it might develop.
It is believed that the time has arrived when the State can now
acquire it.

The owners of the property have made the State the follow-
ing offer for sale of the property through the State Forester.
They ask the sum of $50,000. The whole proposition, it is be-
lieved, is well worthy of a favorable consideration by the State.
The State Forester has endeavored to make matters clear as
to the exact conditions. It is not merely a forestry question.
It is a question of preserving for all time to the State a beauti-
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fill spot which at comparatively small expense could be made
an investment that would grow in value to the State, as it
grows in age and tradition.

Cost of Maintenance
It was demonstrated by the experience of the past season

that the running of the hotel for the summer season, besides
paying expenses, netted the company a small profit. The
present method of running the hotel is that of hiring a respon-
sible proprietor to manage the hotel for the company. Mr.
John A. Rowell has been employed during the past two or three
years. There seems to be the prevailing opinion that the hotel
could be made self-supporting. The entire Mount Holyoke
property is looked after by a superintendent who resides on the
reservation the year round. Mr. Fred R. Lyman is the com-
pany’s resident superintendent at the present time, and has
been serving in that capacity for many years.

The expense of caring for the roads, forest and farm lands
entails a working capital sufficient to handle the property.
Should the State purchase the property an extra appropriation
of $lO,OOO would be required, making a total of $60,000.

Conclusion.

Should the State purchase the property it might be made a
memorial to Mr. Christopher Clark of Northampton, whose
heart and soul were wrapped up in the preservation of this
grand mountain. He died on Nov. 21,1915, at the age of eighty-
eight. Mr. Clark had a deep love for nature, particularly for
trees and mountains, was a remarkable character in Massachu-
setts, and was untiring in his efforts to preserve Mount Holyoke.
It is believed the property would have been neglected and un-
developed had it not been for his personal public-spirited in-
terest. Many, and probably most, of the present stockholders
subscribed through Mr. Clark’s personal solicitation, with no
idea of remuneration but to further a good cause. The fond
hope of Mr. Christopher Clark, as he expressed it to the forester
on the mountain last summer, was that he might live to see
Mount Holyoke owned by the State. He was perfecting the
data for this report at the time of his sudden death.

Respectfully submitted,

F. W. RANE,
State Forester.




