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Department of Conservation,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 25, 1936.

To the General Court.

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 45 of the
Resolves of 1936, relative to an investigation of the
subject matter of House Document No. 690, the follow-
ing report is respectfully submitted.

Clie Commonturaltl) of sgassacimsMt*

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI-
TION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF HALI-
BUT POINT IN THE PIGEON COVE SEC-
TION OF ROCKPORT.

[Conservation.]

During the past summer and fall a careful inspection
was made by the Commissioner of Conservation of the
Halibut Point property, and also at my request certain
information regarding it has been supplied in the follow-
ing report by Mr. Allen Chamberlain, a resident of
Pigeon Cove, Rockport, who is thoroughly familiar with
the area, and who for many years has been interested
in conservation of the Commonwealth’s natural resources.

As the result of the investigation, I am firmly of the
opinion that the property as a whole justifies the con-
sideration of the General Court with regard to its acqui-
sition and development for recreational purposes.

Owing to its readily accessible location and nature,
it offers an opportunity to make available to the public
one of the most unusual and attractive areas along the
North Shore coast line.

The expense of improving the property for more in-
tensive use would not be large, and it is possible that
the labor necessary could be provided by a Civilian
Conservation Company, or through a project under
the W. P. A.

I herewith recommend the purchase of the Halibut

Cfre Commontocaltf) of 9@aosacl)usetts
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Point property of approximately 100 acres under the
State Park Act, chapter 132 A of the General Laws, pro-
vided a purchase price satisfactory to the General Court
is determined for its acquisition.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act providing for the Acquisition by the Common-
wealth, for Use as a State Park or Reservation, of
Certain Property at Halibut Point in the Town of
Rockport.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 After an appropriation therefor has been made,
2 the commissioner of conservation, on behalf of the
3 commonwealth, may acquire, otherwise than by emi-
-4 nent domain, the land with the buildings thereon
5 situated at Halibut point in the town of Rockport
6 and located on both sides of Granite street and on
7 Gott avenue, comprising approximately one hundred
8 acres, all as shown on a plan on file in the office of
9 the department of conservation. All property ac-

-10 quired under authority of this act shall be subject
11 to chapter one hundred and thirty-two A of the
12 General Laws, and all pertinent provisions of said
13 chapter shall apply thereto.

Cf)t Commontoealtt) of
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The proposed recreational reservation at Halibut Point
comprises approximately 100 acres, the greater part of
which consists of the bold granite headland at the north-
erly tip of Cape Ann, the summit 100 feet above tide
level.

On the north and east the headland faces the open
Atlantic Ocean, while on the west is Ipswich Bay. In
clear weather the view, across twenty miles of open sea
northerly and westerly, includes a number of moun-
tains in Maine and New Hampshire, among them MountAgamenticus in York, Me., Blue Job Mountain, Farm-
ington, N. H., Parker Mountain, Strafford, N. LL,Saddleback Mountain and Pawtuckaway Mountain'
Nottingham, N. H.; also a long stretch of coast line
from York and Portsmouth to the New Hampshire
beaches, Newburyport, Plum Island and the Ipswich
and Essex dunes.

_

The reservation land abuts upon Route 127, the mainhighway encircling Cape Ann, and on its southerly sideit lies along Gott Avenue, a town of Rockport highway.The area lies entirely within the town of Rockport, butclose to the boundary between that town and the city ofGloucester. Route 127, known as Granite Street inthat part of Rockport, bisects the reservation area. Onthe easterly side of the highway is the high headlandarea, comprising about 66 acres, while on the westerlyside is an attractive open meadow, flanked by tree-grown pastures, facing north on Folly Cove, and throughwhlch runs the Norwood Brook. The meadow with thetree and shrub grown pastures rising on its southerlyside contains about 36 acres.

REPORT OF MR. ALLEN CHAMBERLAIN ON
HALIBUT POINT, CAPE ANN.
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A state reservation at Halibut Point would be within
easy driving distance of many inland population cen-
ters, including Lowell, Concord, Waltham, Newton,
Cambridge and Boston, all of which lie within a forty-
mile radius from the tip of Cape Ann. The driving time
from Boston to Halibut Point does not exceed one hour
and a half, and this time will be materially reduced on
the completion of the new road from Beverly to Gloucester
now under construction.

The public, representative of that forty-mile zone,
has already shown its appreciation of Halibut Point
during the past several seasons by resorting there in
increasing numbers, not only for day picnics, but for
camping over a week-end, or, in some instances, for a
week or more at a time. On a pleasant Sunday in August
upward of three hundred people were counted on the
headland area. They were mostly in picnic parties.
The remainder were campers represented by nine tents.
Forty-nine automobiles were counted, also a large truck
which had brought the picnic supplies of a considerable
party. Some of the campers were from Worcester and
Middlesex Counties, one was from New Hampshire and
one from Connecticut. All these people paid a parking
fee of 25 cents and campers paid 50 cents a day, or some-
what less for a stay of several days.

The ocean frontage of the Point is nearly half a mile
long. It is not a suitable shore for bathing, although
strong swimmers do at times go into the water from the
long sloping ledges which are characteristic of the entire
frontage. The sea is easily approached over these
ledges, and fishing from the shore with hand lines and
casting rods is a favorite pastime with picnickers.

The lack of sea bathing is compensated for, however,
by a 3-acre pond of clear, fresh water. This pond lies
in a long abandoned quarry. The water is never stag-
nant, but is constantly flowing in and out through the
cleavages in the ledges, so that it is at all times clear and
sweet. It is highly popular with swimmers of all ages,
as the temperature of the water is far less chilling than
the sea would be.
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In connection with the quarrying operations, numer-
ous roads were laid out across the headland. These
roads were stone ballasted and are therefore in service-
able condition today. At small expense they could be
put in excellent order.

From the summit of the headland, just above and
south of the quarry pond, the land slopes gradually to
the sea in a northerly direction, and westward to the
highway. That entire area lends itself naturally to the
purposes of picnickers and campers. Certain areas are
particularly adapted to one or the other use, so that pro-
vision can be made for both without interference.

Through the center of the headland tract a road runs
northerly from Gott Avenue to the sea front. From the
avenue to the summit of the headland this ,road is shaded
with good-sized elm trees. On one side of the road the
land was formerly used as pasture and is well suited to
the parking of a large number of cars. On the opposite
side of the road there are open fields admirably adapted
for ball playing and for tennis.

The Norwood Brook meadow and pasture area on the
westerly side of Granite Street, and fronting on Folly
Cove, would afford additional camping sites. These
would be located on the high ground south of the meadow
and commanding a view down the brook valley to the
sea. At some future time the meadow might be con-
verted into a pond of about 3 acres by the building of a
low dike across the brook. Such a pond would not only
add a pleasing feature to the landscape, but it would
provide a skating area that would be enjoyable in winter.

On the Gott Avenue front are two houses of no great
value, and there is a smaller house on the meadow area.
These might be useful in connection with the adminis-
tration of the reservation.

Abutting on the headland on its easterly side is the
12-acre Halibut Point Reservation, maintained by the
Massachusetts Trustees of Public Reservations (an in-
corporated association) with about 800 feet of ocean
frontage. Although this is open to the public its size
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is inadequate for the accommodation of the hundreds of
people who resort to the Point on Sundays and holidays.
With a state reservation on the adjoining headland the
two properties would be used in common by the public.

But little development work would be required to
make the proposed state reservation useful to a large
number of people. Nature has planted the land with
bracken, flowering herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees
in variety. The only immediate requirements in the
way of development would be the provision of sanitaries,
and the laying of a shallow trench water service pipe
from the town main in Gott Avenue. As previously
stated, the roads are in serviceable condition at present,
and little work would be required for their improvement.

This property was formerly owned by the Rockport
Granite Company, by whom it was mortgaged, together
with other lands, to the Beacon Trust Company of
Boston. Subsequently this mortgage was taken over
by the Atlantic National Bank of Boston, and the entire
property is now held by the First National Bank of
Boston as trustee for the Atlantic National Bank.

The record title to the property is in the name of
Courtney C. Wright of Melrose, Mass.

The assessed value of the property is as follows;

Three dwelling hous
Three barns and ga:

Headland ar

Meadow in brook valley
Pasture south of meadow
Shore near Folly Cove .

Total

The foregoing items are held under option by Melvin
F. Hill, a dealer in real estate with an office at 38 Chauncy
Street, Boston, who has made a written offer to convey
the property free and clear for $42,500.

In addition to the above listed property there are -
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So-called “wharf” and landing on the shore of Folly Cove
(12,350 square feet) 54,000 00

Refreshment building and open-air dance floor . . . 2,250 00
$6,250 00

The property represented by the last two items is
under lease to the proprietors of “Le Rendezvous,” a
summer dancing establishment, and is not included in
the offer made by Mr. Hill. The owner, the First Na-
tional Bank of Boston, has not made an offer covering
these items.

Pictures and a plan submitted with this report may be found in the files of the General
Court.
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Copy.

Melvin F. Hill
Real Estate Investments

Thirty-eight Chauncy Street
Boston, Mass.

Oct. 23, 1936.

Mr. Louis A. Rogers, P. 0. Box JO, Rockport, Mass.
Dear Mr. Rogers: Pursuant to our conversation relative to

the property known as Halibut Point, located in the town of Rock-
port, I am, at your request, giving you the following information.

This property stands on the records in the name of Courtney C.
Wright. There is a mortgage in the amount of $250,000 which covers
the property above referred to, together with other properties in the
town of Rockport. This mortgage runs to the Atlantic National
Bank.

The part of the property known as Halibut Point is assessed for
$16,850 according to the books of the local assessors.

There are no leases.
The undersigned has an option on a group of properties of which

this property forms a part. This option has been operative for a
period of two years.

The undersigned will sell, deliver and cause to be conveyed that
property known as Halibut Point consisting of approximately one
hundred (100) acres at a price of $42,500.

Trusting that this information is of interest to you, I am

Very truly yours,

MELVIN F. HILL.
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Copy.

Rockport, Mass., October 26, 1936.

Memorandum of Assessed Valuation of Land at Halibut Point, Taxed
to Courtney C. Wright.

tt TotalYalue- Value.Land. Acres. S|^.reBuildings. Value.

$lO,OOO $14,850Babson farm house . $2,000 Babson farmand other 65 38,793
land

Cottage (Tyler) . . 1,200

Cow barn . . . 700
Horse barn , . 500
Small barn . . 400

Small garage . . 50

$7OO 800Dwelling (Folly Cove) $lOO Meadow and swamp
land.

700Pasture west of high- 28
Upland and fill, Folly 1 1,960 500

C
$16,850

12,350Wharf at Folly Cove . $3,500 Wharf^land $5OO 6,2501

Le Rendezvous build- 2,250
and connections.

$23,100

1 Not included in Hill proposal




