
HOUSE No. 298

Department op Conservation,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 30, 1936.

To the General Court.
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 52 of

the Resolves of 1936, relating to an investigation of
the subject matter of House Document No. 1000, the
following report is respectfully submitted.

C&e Commontoealt& of

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation,
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUI-
SITION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF
HORSE NECK BEACH IN WESTPORT.

[Conservation.]

During the past season an inspection of the west sec-
tion of Horse Neck Beach was made by the Commis-
sioner of Conservation with town of Westport officials
and others familiar with the area to which House Docu-
ment No. 1000 relates.

Based upon the investigation made by me and in-
formation secured by members of this Department and
other sources, I am of the opinion that a considerable
portion of the beach, dunes and woods should be ac-
quired by the Commonwealth as a reservation for public
use.

The investigation indicated that many thousands of
people from this and other States go to this beach each
summer for bathing and other forms of recreation, and
use private property without the consent of its owners
for these purposes. The investigation also indicated
that the proper accommodations for the parking of
large numbers of automobiles, and sanitary and other
facilities, were not available to the extent needed, and
were not likely to be made available by private in-
dividuals.

The area as a whole, comprising an excellent and
safe beach, easily accessible over good roads, together
with wide stretches of sand dunes and woodland, offer
an opportunity for the establishment of a very desirable
reservation of its kind.

Cl)e Commontoealtfr oJ Massachusetts
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There is a real need, in my opinion, for such a reser-
vation in the Westport section of the State, as at the
present time there are no publicly owned beaches of any
kind in that part of the Commonwealth.

The part of Horse Neck Beach to which this report
mainly relates has not, like some of our other beaches,
been developed by the erection of structures of various
kinds usual to beach resorts. For this reason it would
seem to be in the interests of economy to acquire the
area under consideration before additional structures
may be erected and later purchase costs increased ac-
cordingly.

In the acquisition of Salisbury Beach for the Com-
monwealth, it was found necessary to deal with the
owners of nearly one hundred cottages and other build-
ings in the purchase of the desired area, with the natural
outcome of a higher total expenditure on the part of
the Commonwealth. This feature of the purchase of a
beach reservation at Horse Neck Beach can be avoided
to a considerable extent if the property is acquired in
its present condition.

I herewith recommend the purchase of the Horse
Neck Beach area described in the following report under
the State Park Act, chapter 132 A of the General Laws,
at such cost for acquisition and improvements needed
for public use as the General Court may determine.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the Acquisition by the Common-
wealth, for Use as a State Park or Reservation, of
Certain Land situated in the Town of Westport.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 After an appropriation therefor has been made, the
2 commissioner of conservation, on behalf of the common-
-3 wealth, may take by eminent domain under chapter
4 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by
5 purchase or otherwise, approximately one hundred
6 and twenty-three acres of land, with the buildings
7 thereon, situated in that part of the town of West-
-8 port known as Horse Neck beach, all said property
9 being shown as the colored portion of a plan entitled

10 “Plan of the west portion of Horse Neck Beach in
11 Westport, Mass. Scale= 1"= 200' Compiled from
12 surveys by C. R. Mosher in 1936 and E. M. Corbett
13 in 1922. Comm, of Mass. Department of Conser-
-14 vation Nov. 1936.” All property taken or acquired
15 under authority of this act shall thereafter be subject
16 to chapter one hundred and thirty-two A of the
17 General Laws, and all pertinent provisions of said
18 chapter shall apply thereto.

Cljc CommontoealtJ) of e^assacfnisetts
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Department of Conservation,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1936.

Ernest J. Dean, Commissioner of Conservation, 20 Somerset Street,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir: In compliance with your instructions
an investigation of the Horse Neck Beach area was made
during the past summer and fall the results of which are
herewith submitted for your consideration.

Location.

Horse Neck Beach is situated at the extreme south
end of the township of Westport in Bristol County, its
location being shown on United States Topographical
Sheet submitted with this report. 1

Area.

The beach as a whole comprises east and west sections,
the east section being considered as that portion ex-
tending from the breakwater between the beach and
Gooseberry Neck, so called, and running the major por-
tion of the distance to the town line between Westport
and Dartmouth. The west section extends from the
breakwater westerly for a distance of approximately"
three miles to its terminus at the end of the neck.

As the east section and approximately one half of the
west section have been largely developed by the con-
struction of cottages and other structures, the area to
which this report mainly relates is the west half of the
west section of the neck of land as a whole as indicated
in color on the topographical sheet.

While this area has upon it a few cottages and other
buildings, it is at the present time mainly in its natural
and undeveloped state of beach, tidal marsh, dunes,

FORESTER’S REPORT.

1 The pictures and plans referred to herein may be found in the files of the General
Court.
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pine and hardwood forest growth, the approximate re-
spective distribution of which is shown on the type map
marked Plan A, submitted with this report.

This area has an approximate beach frontage on the
ocean of about 8,500 feet, a river boundary of approxi-
mately 10,850 feet, and an approximate acreage of 214
acres, according to the assessors’ records.

Ownership.

The following names of owners within the area and
assessed values for 1936 are from the records of the town
of Westport:

The respective locations of the property ownerships
is shown on plan marked B, submitted with this report.

While the area as a whole, comprising the above col-
lective ownership, is of a nature to make a desirable
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reservation for use of the public, it is probable that
present needs could be met for all purposes by that
portion indicated in color on Plan B. This unit held by
nine owners has a beach frontage of approximately
4,550 feet, a river boundary of approximately 4,150
feet, an assessed acreage of approximately 123 acres,
and a total assessed value of approximately $96,420.

On the southwest corner of this unit is situated Plante’s
Pavilion, a two-story building about 34 by 70 feet of
artificial stone exterior which is used in season as a
restaurant, the serving of refreshments and liquors, also
for dancing. In connection with it are 100 single unit
wood bath houses of simple construction. It has been
stated that these bath houses can, by collective use of
storage places for clothing, accommodate as many as
900 persons in a day at 25 cents each.

The Plante Pavilion property includes a parcel on the
ocean front of approximately 100 by 155 feet, surfaced
for the parking of automobiles for use of the Pavilion
patrons and others, a charge of 25 cents per person being
made for those in bathing suits on Sundays only.

A short distance west of the pavilion, and situated on
a part of the Corey Estate land, are bath houses of wood
construction having 100 single compartments. These
are owned by Milton E. Earle of Westport Point, and are
rented for the season of June 15 to September 15 at the
rate of $lB per season. Two attendants are employed dur-
ing the summer by Mr. Earle and Mr. Plante to take care
of the bath houses and car parking. In connection with
Mr. Earle’s bath houses, parking areas have been made
which can accommodate 300 cars.

The Pavilion and bath houses above mentioned, a
cottage on the Corey Estate which has been unoccupied
of recent years, and three small buildings of little value,
constitute the only structures on the unit as a whole at
the present time. A short distance from its east boundary
there is Hutchinson’s Pavilion, where food and refresh-
ments are served, and there are bath house accommo-
dations and parking space for a considerable number of
persons and cars.



HOUSE No. 298. [Jan.8

Accessibility.

Horse Neck Beach is readily reached by automobile
from State Highway Route 6. A good hard surface road
maintained by the town of Westport leads directly to
the portion of the beach to which this report relates.
The bridge over the east branch of the Westport River,
between Westport Point and the beach, which has been
considered in poor condition of recent years, is to be
repaired during the winter of 1936-37 at a cost of $31,000.
The contract for this work has recently been placed and
is to start early in December, the cost to be shared by
the State, county and town.

Running along near the beach front, easterly from
near Plante’s Pavilion, is a new road, known as the
West Beach Road, constructed as a W. P. A. project,
in co-operation with the town of Westport. This road
of four-car width in part is nearly completed and is open
for traffic, making the entire beach east of Plante’s Pa-
vilion readily accessible.

Other than a private way in poor condition and lead-
ing to a few cottages, there is no access to any of the area
of Horse Neck Beach lying westerly of the town road
leading south from Westport Point to Plante’s Pavilion.

Prices.
The price stated by Elezear Plante for his land, build-

ings and business is $25,000.
Milton E. Earle, while not giving a definite figure at

which he would dispose of his property, stated that over
a period of several years his investment in land, buildings
and parking areas was approximately $7,100.

For the Corey Estate property no figures are available
other than the assessed value. This estate is held by
the Rhode Island Hospital Trust for the heirs of the late
Joseph Corey. Information is to the effect that, owing
to the nature of his will, a sale of the major portion of the
property would involve legal technicalities, and that if
acquired by the Commonwealth, a taking would be
necessary.
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No price has been stated by the other owners in the
unit for which they would dispose of their holdings. It
is believed, however, that when an appropriation is
definitely made for acquisitions, none of the present
owners would be in any way unreasonable in regard to
selling prices.

Remarks

The beach, within the limits indicated, is firm and
hard, free from stones and with a gradual slope out to
deep water. While there is some undertow at times,
it is considered a safe beach for persons of all ages, and
over a period of several years there have been very few
fatalities due to bathing. Its popularity is indicated by
the many thousands of persons who go there each sum-
mer, estimates having been made of as many as 30,000
people and 10,000 automobiles on peak days during a hot
summer. The use of the beach by such large numbers
creates a situation annoying to the private property
owners whose holdings are converted against their wishes
to general public use.

A considerable percentage of the bathers use their cars
for undressing and dressing which is also objectionable
in many instances.

Additional parking areas are very much needed at
times to properly take care of the situation when large
numbers are at the beach, and proper sanitary facilities
are not readily available.

The keeping clear of refuse and litter of the areas used
devolves largely upon private individual owners.

The investigation of the Horse Neck Beach area, in
the opinion of your examiner, justifies serious consider-
ation of its acquisition by the Commonwealth for public
recreational purposes.

The pictures submitted with this report were taken
by Mr. F. Gilbert Hills of this Department.

Respectfully submitted,

F. L. HAYNES,
Forester.








