
HOUSE No. 299
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f SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF MET
ROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO EX
TENSION OF THE BOSTON ELEVATED 
RAILWAY RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM FROM 
EVERETT TO MALDEN SQUARE.

[Transportation.]

D iv is io n  of  M e t r o p o l it a n  P l a n n in g ,
20 S o m e r se t  St r e e t , B o st o n , November 30, 1936.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The General Court of 1936 passed the following 
resolve:

C h a p t e r  20.

Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to the Ad
visability of Extending the Rapid T ransit System of the 
Boston Elevated R ailway Company from the Everett 
Station in the City of Everett to M alden Square in the 
City of M alden.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro
politan district commission is hereby authorized and directed to inves
tigate the advisability of extending the rapid transit system of the 
Boston Elevated Railway Company from the Everett station of said 
system in the city of Everett through said city via Broadway to Glen
dale square therein, thence via Ferry street to Malden square in the 
city of Malden, and of providing motor bus transportation on surface 
routes of said company in said cities making connections with said 
rapid transit system so extended.

Said division shall report to the general court the results of its in
vestigation, including estimates of costs, and also its recommendations,
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if any, together with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to 
carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk 
of the house of representatives on or before December first in the cur
rent year. Approved May 22, 1936.

In conformity with that resolve, this Division respect
fully submits its report.

The subject matter of the resolve deals with the ad
visability of extending the rapid transit system of the 
Boston Elevated Railway Company from the Everett 
Station of said system in Everett through said city to 
Glendale Square therein, thence via Ferry Street to 
Malden Square in the city of Malden, and of providing 
motor bus transportation and making connections with 
said rapid transit system so extended.

Both Broadway and Ferry Street are heavily traveled 
routes. Broadway, from the Revere Beach Parkway 
northerly through Glendale Square, is U. S. Route No. 1, 
the beginning of the Newburyport Turnpike. In addi
tion to through traffic to the Newburyport Turnpike, 
there is much local traffic and many intersections. The 
resulting congestion in street traffic seriously delays street
car and motor-coach service. Ferry Street, while not as 
heavily traveled as Broadway, handles a considerable 
volume of through and local traffic. Rapid transit would 
provide for the benefit of faster travel to Everett Square, 
Glendale Square and Malden Square, as well as relieve 
the congestion of surface traffic, by removing the trolley 
cars from these heavily traveled streets.

Present Service by Boston Elevated Railway.
The following route numbers are those used on the 

system map published by the Boston Elevated Railway. 
Present service over various sections of the proposed 
rapid transit route is as follows:

Broadway — from Everett Station to Main Street.
Route 96 (trolley), Everett Station to Malden Square via Main Street 

and Broadway.
Route 97 (trolley), Everett Station to Malden Square via Ferry Street 

and Broadway.
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Route 99 (trolley), Everett Station to Lebanon Street via Broadway, 
Main Street, Malden Square, Salem and Lebanon streets.

Route 103 (trolley), Everett Station to Everett carhouse via Broad
way.

Route 104 (trolley), Everett Station to Woodlawn via Broadway, 
Chelsea Street, Ferry and Elm streets.

Broadway — from Main Street to Chelsea Street.
Route 97 (trolley), Everett Station to Malden Square via Broadway 

and Ferry Street.
Route 103 (trolley), Everett Station to Everett carhouse via Broad

way.
Route 104 (trolley), Everett Station to Woodlawn via Broadway, 

Chelsea Street, Ferry and Elm streets.

Broadivay —  from Chelsea Street to Ferry Street.
Route 97 (trolley), Everett Station to Malden Square via Ferry Street 

and Broadway.
Route 103 (trolley), Everett Station to Everett carhouse via Broadway.

Ferry Street — from Broadway to Malden Square.
Route 97 (trolley), Everett Station to Malden Square via Ferry 

Street and Broadway.
Route 120 (trolley), Chelsea Square to Malden Square via Broadway, 

Everett Avenue, Chelsea and Ferry streets.

In addition to these lines, other routes feed into or 
cross the route of the proposed extension, as follows:

Route 112 (trolley), Everett Square to Chelsea Square via Chelsea 
Street, Everett Avenue and Broadway in Chelsea.

Route 98 (bus), Faulkner to Main and Cross streets Ha Bryant and 
Cross streets.

Route 95 (bus), Malden Square to Upper Highland Avenue via Pleas
ant, Sumner and Clifton streets and Highland Avenue.

Route 84 (bus), Malden Square to Century and Playstead roads, 
Medford, via Pleasant and Salem streets, Medford Square, High 
Street and Playstead Road, Medford.

Route 100 (bus), Avon and Quincy streets to Broadway North via 
Avon Street, Highland Avenue, Pleasant Street, Malden Square, 
Salem Street and Broadway.

Route 101 (bus), Avon and Quincy streets to Linden via Avon Street, 
Highland Avenue, Pleasant Street, Malden Square, Salem and 
Beach streets.
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Other Service.
In addition to service by the Boston Elevated Railway, 

several bus lines are operated by other companies which 
have their termini on the route of the proposed rapid 
transit. They are as follows:
Everett Station to Malden Square, Melrose, etc., via Main Street — 

Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway Company.
Everett Square to Chelsea and Revere via Chelsea Street —  Service 

Bus Lines.
Glendale Square to Chelsea and Revere via Ferry Street — Service 

Bus Lines.
Malden Square to Linden and Saugus via Salem Street —  Hart Bus 

Lines.
Malden Square to Linwood Street, Melrose, via Main Street — War

wick Coach Lines.
Malden Square to Wyoming via Pleasant Street and Washington 

Street —  Warwick Coach Lines.

Proposed Extension to M alden Square.
Plans of this project are on file at the office of the 

Division of Metropolitan Planning.
If rapid transit were extended from Everett Station 

to Malden Square by means of a subway, it would be 
necessary to ramp down below the surface by means of 
an incline just north of Everett Station on the location 
of the present rapid transit tail tracks. From that point 
the proposed subway would pass under Bowdoin and 
Bernard streets, under the Boston & Maine Railroad, 
under Main. Street and the Revere Beach Parkway, and 
thence along and under Broadway to Glendale Square. 
Thence the subway would follow Ferry Street as far as 
Walnut Street. From that point, the subway would fol
low the line of Ferry Street extended, passing under the 
Boston & Maine Railroad about halfway between Ferry 
and Main streets, swinging into Main Street at Irving 
Street, with the terminal station under Main Street be
tween Irving Street and a point beyond Pleasant Street. 
The tracks would extend beyond the terminal station 
about 1,000 feet, under Main Street to a point just be
yond Spring Street, providing storage facilities for 32 
cars and facilitating possible future extension to Melrose.
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Stations.
The following stations would be provided on the pro

posed rapid transit route:
Everett Station. —  Existing facilities would be utilized.
Everett Square. — A subway station would be provided 

at Everett Square between Marion Street and Chelsea 
Street.

Glendale Square. -— The proposed station at Glendale 
Square would be located under Broadway between Reed 
Street and Timothy Avenue. A bus station would be 
provided in the area between Blanchard Avenue and 
Broadway. Access to the bus station would be available 
both from Broadway and Ferry Street. A direct con
nection between bus and rapid transit stations would be 
provided by means of ramp and pedestrian tunnel.

Cross Street. — A station is proposed on Ferry Street 
between Cross Street and Parker Street (near Ferry way 
Green).

Malden Square. — The proposed station at Malden 
Square would lie under Main Street between Irving 
Street and a point 150 feet north of Pleasant Street. A 
bus station is proposed at the northwest corner of Main 
and Irving streets, having a direct connection with rapid 
transit platforms by means of stairs and passageway. 
The proposed rapid transit station would be at a sufficient 
depth below the street to allow a lobby between the 
station roof and the street level, thereby making pos
sible entrance to or exit from either rapid transit plat
form to practically any sidewalk in Malden Square; 
hence it would be unnecessary for passengers to cross 
any automobile traffic in entering or leaving the station 
by foot.

Changes in Bus and Street-Car Service.
Plans showing suggested changes in motor-coach and 

street-car service, due to the proposed rapid transit ex
tension, are on file at the office of the Division of Met
ropolitan Planning.
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Cost.
The cost of the proposed extension as estimated by 

this Division is as follows:
C o n stru ct io n ............................................................$12,921,000
E q u i p m e n t .........................................................  567,000
Real e s t a t e .........................................................  303,000

T o t a l ....................................................................$13,791,000

Plans of this project have been submitted to the Boston 
Elevated Railway. Additional fixed charges and operat
ing costs of the proposed extension, as estimated by the 
Elevated, are submitted as follows:
Fixed charges, interest on investment ($13,791,000 at 5 per

c e n t ) ..........................................................................................$6S9,550
Operating costs, proposed rapid transit line . . . .  176,250

T o t a l ..................................................................................$865,800
Savings in operating costs, existing lines................................. 35,600

Net annual additional fixed charges and operating ex
pense ..................................................................................$830,200

Running T ime.
The running time from Everett Station to Malden 

Square over the existing Main Street line is 12 minutes, 
and over the existing BroadwTay-Ferry Street route is 15 
minutes. The estimated running time over the proposed 
rapid transit route is 10 minutes.

Conclusions.
From the preceding time table figures, it will seem 

that the proposed route would effect a saving in time 
over the existing trolley routes, and better service would 
be provided to the Malden district. However, the large 
annual carrying charge of $830,000 would be in addition 
to the present deficit unless more than 8,000,000 new 
passengers annually could be found to offset the charges. 
We can foresee no possibility of such a tremendous in
crease in passengers; hence the additional expense would 
be borne by the taxpayers.
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For the foregoing reasons, this Division feels that it 
cannot recommend the construction of this project at
the present time.

This Division is indebted to the management and engi
neers of the Boston Elevated Railway Company for their 
co-operation in compiling transportation data used in 
connection with this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.

Frederic H. Fay,
Vice Chairman and Acting Chairman.

W ilson M arsh.
Richard K. Hale. 
Richard D. Grant. 
W illiam F. Rogers.
John F. M cDonald.

HENRY I. HARRIMAN,
Director.
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