
HOUSE No. 306
By Mr. Barry of Boston, petition of Thomas E. Barry for exten-

sion of the eligibility of widows of certain war veterans to receive
state aid and relative to burial at public expense of certain war vet-
erans and their dependents. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to Eligibility of Widows of Certain War
Veterans to State Aid, and to Burial at Public Expense
of Certain War Veterans and Their Wives, Widows,
Dependent Parents or Dependent Children.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seven of chapter one hundred
2 and fifteen of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the sixteenth and seventeenth lines, the word
5 “twenty-eight” and inserting in place thereof the
6 word: thirty-six, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 7. The wife of a discharged soldier or sailor
8 shall not be held to belong to any of the foregoing
9 classes, nor shall she receive state aid unless, if the

10 service of the soldier or sailor was in the war with
11 Spain, the Philippine Insurrection or the China Relief
12 Expedition, she was married to him before his final
13 discharge from such service, and, if his widow, before
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14 September first, nineteen hundred and twenty-two,
15 and if his service was in the civil war unless she was,
16 if his wife, married to him prior to his final discharge
17 from such service, and, if his widow, prior to June
18 twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety, and if
19 the service of the soldier was in any Indian war or
20 campaign unless she was, if his wife, married to him
21 prior to his final discharge from such service, and, if
22 his widow, prior to March fourth, nineteen hundred
23 and seventeen, and if the service of the soldier or
24 sailor was on the Mexican border or in the world war
25 unless she was, if his wife, married to him prior to his
26 final discharge from the service or release from
27 active duty therein, and, if his widow, prior to Janu-
-28 ary first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

1 Section 2. Section nineteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and fifteen, as most recently amended by
3 section one of chapter three hundred and thirty-six
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the thirty-
-6 ninth and fortieth lines, the word “twenty-eight”
7 and inserting in place thereof the word: thirty-six,
8 —soas to read as follows: Section 19. The mayor
9 of each city and the selectmen of each town or, in

10 Boston, the soldiers’ relief commissioner, shall desig-
-11 nate a burial agent, who shall not be one of the board
12 of public welfare or be employed by said board, and
13 who shall, under regulations established by the com-
-14 missioner, cause properly to be interred the body of
15 any honorably discharged soldier or sailor who
16 served in the army or navy of the United States
17 during the war of the rebellion, or in the Indian cam-
-18 paigns if he died in receipt of a pension from the
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19 United States, or during the war between the United
20 States and Spain or the Philippine insurrection after
21 February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-
-22 eight and prior to July fourth, nineteen hundred and
23 two, or in the Mexican border service of nineteen
24 hundred and sixteen and of nineteen hundred and
25 seventeen, or in the world war; provided, that the
26 soldier or sailor died in such service or after an honor-
-27 able discharge therefrom or release from active duty
28 therein; and shall also so inter the body of his wife,
29 widow or dependent father or mother, and the bodies
30 of army nurses entitled to state aid under section six,
31 if they die without sufficient means to defray funeral
32 expenses, and the bodies of dependent children eight-
-33 een years of age or under, of such soldier or sailor,
34 if such soldier or sailor and his wife, or his widow, be
35 without sufficient means to defray funeral expenses;
36 but no wife or widow of any soldier or sailor of the
37 civil war shall be entitled to the benefits of this section
38 unless she was married to him prior to June twenty-
-39 seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety, and no wife or
40 widow of any soldier of the Indian campaigns unless
41 she was married to him prior to March fourth, nine-
-42 teen hundred and seventeen, and unless she was, if
43 his widow, in receipt of a pension under the act of
44 congress of March fourth, nineteen hundred and seven-
-45 teen, and no wife or widow of any soldier or sailor of
46 the Spanish war, or the Philippine insurrection, unless
47 she was married to him prior to September first, nine-
-48 teen hundred and twenty-two; and no wife or widow
49 of any soldier or sailor of the Mexican border service
50 or of the world war unless she was married to him on
51 or before January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
-52 six. If an interment has taken place without the
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53 knowledge of the burial agent, application may be
54 made to him within thirty days after the date of
55 death, or after final interment if the soldier or sailor
56 dies in the world war service; and if upon investiga-
-57 tion he shall find that the deceased was within the
58 provisions of this section and the rules of the commis-
-59 sioner, he may certify the same as provided in the
60 following section.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and fifteen
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 twenty, as most recently amended by section two of
4 said chapter three hundred and thirty-six, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following:
6 Section 20. The amount of the allowance for a
7 burial as aforesaid, in the case of a soldier, sailor, wife,
8 widow, dependent father or mother or army nurse,
9 shall not exceed two hundred dollars, and in the case

10 of a dependent child, one hundred dollars, two dollars
11 of which shall be paid as compensation to the burial
12 agent causing the interment to be made; but if the
13 total expense of the burial, by whomsoever incurred,
14 in the case of a soldier, sailor, wife, widow, dependent
15 father or mother or army nurse, shall exceed three
16 hundred dollars, or in the case of a child, two hun-
-17 dred dollars, no payment therefor shall be made by
18 the commonwealth. The burial shall not be made in
19 any cemetery or burial ground used exclusively for
20 the burial of persons buried under the provisions of
21 chapter one hundred and seventeen, or in any part of
22 any cemetery or burial ground so used. Relatives of
23 the deceased who are unable to bear the expense of
24 burial may be allowed to conduct the funeral. The
25 full amount so expended, the name of the deceased
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26 soldier or sailor, the regiment, company, station,
27 organization or vessel in which he served, the date of
28 death, place of interment, and in case of a wife or
29 widow the name of the husband and date of marriage,
30 and in the case of a dependent child the name of the
31 father, and such other details as the commissioner
32 may require, shall be certified on oath to him, in such
33 manner as he may approve, by the burial agent and
34 the treasurer of the town expending the amount,
35 within three months after the burial; and the com-
-36 missioner shall endorse upon the certificate his allow-
-37 ance of such amounts as he finds have been paid, and
38 reported according to the foregoing provisions, and
39 shall transmit the certificate to the comptroller. The
40 amounts legally paid and so allowed, with no expense
41 for disbursement, shall be reimbursed by the com-
-42 monwealth to the several towns on or before Novem-
-43 ber tenth in the year after the expenditures have been
44 made.








