
HOUSE No. 348
By Mr. Markley of Springfield, petition of Henry Martens (mayor)

that the city of Springfield be authorized to construct flood protec-
tion works along the banks of Connecticut River by diverting the
course of Mill River and constructing tunnels and other structures.
Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the City of Springfield to Construct
Flood Protection Works along the Connecticut River.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would,,
2 in part, defeat its purpose to relieve the existing
3 unemployment conditions, therefore it is hereby de-
-4 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-5 mediate preservation of the public safety and con-
-6 venience.

1 Section 1. The city of Springfield, for the purpose-
-2 of protecting highways and public and private prop-
-3 erty from damage by freshet or any flow of the Con-
-4 necticut river, may, by its city council, from time to
5 time, construct dikes or other works on the easterly
6 bank and easterly of the harbor line of the Connecticut
7 river within the limits of said city. And for such pur-

C&e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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8 pose, the said city of Springfield by its city council
9 may divert the water or alter the course of the water-

-10 course known as Mill river, a tributary of said Con-
-11 necticut river, and may construct tunnels to conduct
12 the waters of said Mill river from such point westerly
13 of Fort Pleasant avenue as said city council may de-
-14 termine to be reasonably necessary to prevent any
15 freshet or flow of water of the Connecticut river
16 escaping through the channels of the Mill river to the
17 areas to be protected. Said flood protection works
18 may be constructed in conjunction with the Connecti-
-19 cut river flood protection projects of the United States
20 of America.

1 Section 2. For either or both of the purposes
2 aforesaid, said city may take by eminent domain
3 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or
4 acquire by purchase or otherwise, lands, easements,
5 rights of way, water rights or other property, on the
6 easterly side of the Connecticut river or on one or both
7 sides of Mill river, or may in like manner take or
8 otherwise acquire lands, easements, rights of way,
9 water rights and other property to form a new channel

10 for said Mill river, and may enter into and upon any
11 land or way, and may do thereon work necessary for
12 any such improvement; and any person who is in-
-13 jured in his property by any act of said city under the
14 provisions of this act may recover from said city
15 damages therefor under said chapter seventy-nine.

1 Section 3. If any limited and determinable area
2 within said city receives benefit other than the general
3 advantage to the community from any improvement
4 made under authority of this act, under an order
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5 declaring the same to be done under the provisions of
6 law authorizing the assessment of betterments, the
7 city council shall, within twT o years after the comple-
-8 tion of such improvement, determine the value of such
9 benefit or advantage to the lands within such area, and

10 assess upon each parcel thereof a proportionate share
11 of the cost of such improvement, including therein all
12 costs for the purchase and all damages for the taking
13 of lands, easements, rights of way, water rights and
14 other property in order to carry out such improve-
-15 ment, and all other sums expended under authority of
16 this act, but not exceeding one half of such adjudged
17 benefit or advantage. The provisions of chapter
18 eighty of the General Laws shall apply to such assess-
-19 ments and the collection thereof, except as otherwise
20 herein provided.




