
No. 594HOUSE
By Mr. Lynch of Fitchburg, petition of Robert E. Greenwood

(mayor) that the mayor of the city of Fitchburg be authorized to
appoint a commission (to be known as the Nashua River Commission)
with power to regulate and protect the waters of the north branch of
Nashua River within said city. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act establishing a Nashua River Commission.

1 Section 1. There shall be an unpaid commission,,
2 to be known as the Nashua River Commission, con-
-3 sisting of three persons, all to be appointed by the
4 mayor of the city of Fitchburg, subject to confirma-
-5 tion by the council. If flood control reservoirs are
6 located or are to be located in any town adjoining
7 said Fitchburg then the membership of said board
8 shall be increased by the appointment of one resident
9 of each of said towns by the selectmen thereof. The

10 members, if any, appointed by said selectmen shall be
11 appointed for a term of five years. Said commission
12 shall elect from its membership a chairman and clerk
13 and shall meet at the call of the chairman.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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I Section 2. The original appointees of the mayor

'2 of the city of Fitchburg shall serve for terms of five
3 years, three years, and one year respectively. All
4 appointees shall serve until their respective successors
5 are chosen and qualified. Lpon the expiration of the
6 term of any member his successor shall be appointed,

7 in like manner as in the case of the original appoint-

-8 ments for the term of five years. Vacancies in the

9 commission caused otherwise than by expiration of

10 term shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired

II term in like manner as in the case of the original

12 appointment.

1 Section 3. The said commission may, after rea-

-2 sonable notice by publication in a newspaper published

3 in said Fitchburg and a public hearing to be held in

4 said city of Fitchburg, establish reasonable rules and
5 regulations for the protection of the waters of the

6 north branch of the Nashua river within the city of

7 Fitchburg and the protection of the flood control
8 reservoirs and dams that are now existent or may

9 hereafter be erected in said Fitchburg or in said ad-

-10 joining towns, in connection with the flood control

11 project now being carried out by the United States

12 army engineers, and for permitting and regulating the

13 erection of buildings adjacent to or on the banks of

14 said river or the dumping of rubbish, debris or other
15 materials other than industrial waste into or within
16 said river, or said reservoirs. The said commission

17 may, after notice and public hearing as aforesai ,

18 from time to time alter, add to or repeal the rules an

19 regulations made hereunder.

1 Section 4. No person shall dump any rubbish,

2 materials or debris other than industrial waste into



1937.] No. 594HOUSE 3

3 said north branch of the Nashua river or erect any
4 buildings or structures along the banks of said river
5 unless he shall first obtain from said commission a
6 permit so to do, which permit shall be for such time,
7 in such form and subject to such restrictions as may
8 from time to time be determined by said commission.
9 The said commission may require said applicant to

10 furnish it 'with detailed plans and information as to
11 the nature of the dumping or location of the building
12 or structure that said applicant contemplates.

1 Section 5. Said commission shall cause the regu-
-2 lations made by it to be published three times in one
3 or more newspapers, published in said Fitchburg,
4 which publications shall be sufficient notice thereof to
5 all persons. The sworn certificate of any member of
6 said commission or its clerk that said rules and regu-
-7 lations have been made and published shall be prima
8 facie evidence thereof and that said rules and regula-
-9 tions were adopted by the commission as provided in

10 this act. An attested copy of said rules and regula-
-11 tions shall be on file with the city clerk of the city of
12 Fitchburg and the town clerks of any towns where
13 said reservoirs are located.

1 Section 6. Any police officer of the city of Fitch-
-2 burg or of said towns shall have authority to arrest
3 any person for violating any law of the common-
-4 wealth in, on or adjacent to the waters of said north
5 branch of the Nashua river, or any rule or regulation
6 established under the authority of this act, and may
7 serve warrants and make arrests therefor on the
8 waters of said river or in any part of the said respec-
-9 tive municipalities.
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1 Section 7. The said commission shall have au-
-2 thority to institute proceedings in its own name either
3 at law or in equity for the purpose of enforcing, or
4 preventing the violating of any of the provisions of
5 this act or any of the rules, orders or regulations
6 adopted by it.

1 Section 8. Any person who violates any rule,
2 regulation or order of said commission or any provi-
-3 sion of this act shall be punished by a fine of not more
4 than fifty dollars for each offence and each day of
5 said violation shall be treated as a separate offence.

1 Section 9. All expenses incurred by the commis-
-2 sion for its operation shall be paid by the city of
3 Fitchburg, subject to the provisions of its charter.


