
HOUSE No. 873
By Mr. Cameron of Amesbury, petition of Harold F. Congdon and

others for legislation to impose upon certain private corporations a
proportionate share of the cost of maintaining purification plants in
connection with sewage disposal. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act imposing upon Certain Private Corporations Pro-
portionate Share of Cost of Purification Plants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventy-seven of chapter one
2 hundred and thirty of the General Laws, as enacted
3 by section two of chapter three hundred and twenty-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three,
5 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
6 following:
7 If it shall appear that in any city or town within
8 the commonwealth causing or contributing to the
9 cause of such pollution there exists a system of sew-

-10 age disposal owned and maintained for profit by a
11 private corporation organized for that purpose then
12 the proportion in which said private corporation is
13 causing or contributing to the cause of such pollution
14 in any such city or town shall be determined.

Cfce Commontoealtb o( Q^assac&usctt*



2 [Jan.HOUSE No. 873.

1 Section 2. Section seventy-eight of chapter one
2 hundred and thirty of the General Laws, as enacted by
3 chapter three hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby amended
5 by striking out the word “and” in lines three and
6 eleven thereof and inserting a comma therefor, and
7 by inserting in said lines after the word “towns” the
8 following words: and private corporations organ-
-9 ized for the purpose of sewage disposal, so as to

10 read as follows: Section 78. The supreme judicial
11 court shall, on application under the preceding section
12 and after notice to each of the cities, towns and private
13 corporations organized for the purpose of sewage dis-
-14 posal named in the report of the department of public
15 health as causing or contributing to the contamina-
-16 tion of the area or areas in question, appoint three
17 commissioners, herein referred to as apportionment
18 commissioners, who shall not be residents of any of
19 said cities or towns. Such commissioners shall, after
20 due notice and hearing, and in such manner as they
21 shall deem just and equitable, determine the propor-
-22 tion which each of said cities, towns and private cor-

-23 porations organized for the purpose of sewage dis-
-24 posal shall bear of the cost of such purification plant
25 as is prescribed or approved under section seventy-six,
26 the compensation and expenses of the apportionment
27 commissioners, and the expenses of maintaining such
28 plant thereafter, and shall report their findings to said
29 court as soon as may be. When said report shall have
30 been accepted by the court it shall be conclusive as

31 to all matters referred to said commissioners and shall
32 be binding upon all parties, who shall thereupon pay
33 the costs in accordance with the order of the court.
34 The court shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce
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35 sections seventy-five to eighty, inclusive, and shall
36 fix and determine the compensation of said appor-
-37 tionment commissioners and shall allow such expenses
38 incurred by them in carrying out the provisions of
39 said sections as it shall approve.




