
HOUSE No. 993
fc By Mr. Casey of Boston (by request), petition of Thomas Smith, Jr.,
and others for certain amendments of and adjustments in the laws
relating to horse and dog races conducted under the pari-mutuel or
certificate system of betting. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act making Certain Adjustments in the Laws relating
to Horse and Dog Races conducted under the Pari-
Mutuel or Certificate System of Betting.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 in part defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Section three, paragraph (e) of chapter
2 one hundred and twenty eight A of the General Laws,
3 as appearing in section three of chapter three hundred
4 and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-four, is hereby amended by striking out, after
6 the word “year”, the remainder of the paragraph, ■—•
7 so that said paragraph will read as follows: —(e)

8 Such dog racing meetings may be held only between
9 the eighteenth day of April and the thirty-first day

Cfje Commontoealt!) of 9@assacfnisetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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10 of October, both dates inclusive, in any year; pro-
-11 vided, however, if after a written notice filed with the
12 Racing Commission, and a hearing held, thereon, the
13 said Racing Commission shall decide that any such
14 dog racing meeting is competitive to any state or
15 county fair, then the said Racing Commission shall
16 order such track to suspend such dog racing meetings
17 during the period allowed for such state or county fair.

1 Section 2. Section three, paragraph (g) of chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws,
3 as appearing in section three of chapter three hundred
4 and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-four, is hereby amended by striking out, after
6 the word “aggregate,” the words “two hundred”
7 and substituting therefor the words: two hundred
8 and fifty, —so that said paragraph will read as
9 follows: — (g) No licenses shall be issued for more

10 than an aggregate of two hundred and fifty racing
11 days in any one year at all dog racing meetings com-
-12 bined, not including dog racing meetings at state and
13 county fairs.

1 Section 3. Section three, paragraph (i) of chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws,
3 as appearing in section three of chapter three hundred
4 and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-four, is hereby amended by substituting the
6 following new paragraph:
7 (i) No licenses shall be issued to permit dog racing
8 meetings to be held or conducted, except in connection
9 with a state or county fair, or within ten miles of

10 another dog track, nor at any time at more than four
11 dog racing tracks within the commonwealth, nor at
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12 any dog race track having a racing strip of less than
13 three sixteenths of a mile for outdoor tracks and one
14 tenth of a mile for indoor tracks.

1 Section 4. Section five of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-eight A, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended as follows: in paragraph three, line one, after
4 the word “licensee”, insert the words: of a horse
5 racing meeting, in line two strike out the words
6 “or dog”, in lines five and six strike out the words
7 “and fifteen”, in line eight strike out the words
8 “and eleven and one half”, in lines ten and eleven
9 strike out the words “and eleven and one half”,-—

10 and in line eleven strike out the words “and fifteen”,
11 —so that said paragraph will read as follows: • Each
12 licensee of a horse racing meeting shall pay to the com-
-13 mission on the day following each day of a horse racing
14 meeting, a sum equal to three and one half per cent of
15 the total amount deposited on the preceding day by
16 the patrons so wagering, said three and one half per
17 cent to be paid from the ten per cent retained, as pro-
-18 vided in this section, from the total amount wagered.
19 Each licensee may retain not to exceed six and one

20 half per cent plus such breaks as the licensee’s com-

-21 mission on the total of all sums so deposited, such six
22 and one half per cent to be retained from the ten per
23 cent retained, as provided in this section, from the
24 total amount wagered.

1 Section 5. Said section five of said chapter one

2 hundred and twenty-eight A, as so appearing, is hereby
3 further amended by inserting after the third paragraph
4 the two following new paragraphs:
5 Each licensee of a dog racing meeting shall pay to
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6 the commission on the day following each day of a
7 dog racing meeting a sum equal to three and one half
8 per cent where the total amount deposited on the pre-
-9 ceding day by patrons so wagering amounts to one

10 hundred thousand dollars or less, and for each addi-
-11 tional twenty-five thousand dollars or any fraction
12 thereof over and above the first one hundred thousand
13 dollars so wagered, the licensee shall pay to the com-
-14 mission an additional one half of one per cent until a
15 maximum of five per cent is reached, said three and
16 one half, four, four and one half, or five per cent to
17 be paid from the fifteen per cent retained as provided
18 in this section from the total amounts wagered.
19 Each licensee may retain not to exceed eleven and
20 one half per cent on the first one hundred thousand
21 dollars so wagered; eleven per cent on the next twenty-
-22 five thousand dollars or any fraction thereof so wagered;
23 ten and one half per cent on the next twenty-five
24 thousand dollars or any fraction thereof, so wagered;
25 and ten per cent on all moneys over one hundred and
26 fifty thousand dollars so wagered, plus such breaks
27 as the licensee’s commission on the total of all sums so
28 deposited, such eleven and one half per cent, eleven
29 per cent, ten and one half per cent, and ten per cent
30 to be retained from the fifteen per cent retained as
31 provided in this section from the total amount wagered.


