
HOUSE No. 998

By Mr. Smith of Holbrook, petition of George H. Chase for amend-
ment of the law relative to placing referendum questions on official
ballots as to licensing the sale of alcoholic and malt beverages. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to a More Adequate Expression of Local
Option as to Licensing the Sale of Alcoholic and Malt
Beverages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C6e CommonVuealtJ) of e^aooacimsetts

1 Section eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 eight of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, as most recently amended by
4 section one of chapter two hundred and four of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby
6 further amended by striking out said section and
7 inserting in place thereof the following:
8 Section 11. The city council of every city and the
9 selectmen of every town shall cause to be placed upon

10 the official ballot used in the cities at each annual
11 or biennial municipal election and in the towns at
12 each annual town meeting for the election of town
13 officers the following questions:
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14 1. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town) for
15 the sale therein of all alcoholic beverages i ,

YES.
16 (whiskey, rum, gin, malt beverages, wines
17 and all other alcoholic beverages)?

18 2. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
19 for the sale therein of wines and malt

YES.

20 beverages (wines and beer, ale and all
21 other malt beverages)?
22 3. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
23 for the sale therein of all alcoholic bev-

YES.
24 erages in packages, so called, not to be

NO.
25 drunk on the premises?
26 The following directions shall be placed on said
27 ballot immediately above the foregoing questions.
28 To obtain a full expression of opinion, voters should
29 vote on all three of the following questions:
30 (a) If a voter desires to permit the sale in this city
31 (or town) of any and all alcoholic beverages to be
32 drunk on and off the premises where sold, he will
33 vote “Yes” on all three questions.
34 (6) If he desires to permit the sale herein of wines
35 and malt beverages only to be drunk on and off the
36 premises where sold, he will vote “No” on question
37 one, “Yes” on question two and “No” on question
38 three.
39 (c) If he desires to permit the sale herein of all
40 alcoholic beverages but only in packages, so called,
41 not to be drunk on the premises where sold, he will
42 vote “No” on questions one and two and “Yes” on
43 question three.
44 (d) If he desires to permit the sale herein of wines
45 and malt beverages to be drunk on and off the prem-
-46 ises where sold and in addition other alcoholic bev-
-47 erages but only in packages, so called, not to be
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48 drunk on the premises where sold, he will vote “No”
49 on question one and “Yes” on questions two and
50 three.
51 (e) If he desires to prohibit the sale herein of any
52 and all alcoholic beverages whether to be drunk on or
53 off the premises where sold, he will vote “No” on all
54 three questions.
55 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
56 answer to question one is in the affirmative, such city
57 or town shall, irrespective of the result of the votes
58 in answer to questions two and three, be taken to
59 have authorized, for the succeeding twelve months,
60 the retail sale in such city or town of all alcoholic
61 beverages to be drunk on or off the premises where
62 sold, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.
63 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
64 answer to questions one and three is not in the affirm-
-65 ative, but a majority thereof in answer to question
66 two is in the affirmative, such city or town shall be
67 taken to have authorized, for said succeeding twelve
68 months, the retail sale therein of wines and malt
69 beverages only to be drunk on and off the premises
70 where sold, in accordance with the provisions of this
71 chapter.
72 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
73 answer to question one and to question two is not in
74 the affirmative, but a majority thereof in answer
75 to question three is in the affirmative, such city or
76 town shall be taken to have authorized, for said
77 succeeding twelve months, the retail sale therein of
78 all alcoholic beverages but only in packages, so called,
79 not to be drunk on the premises where sold, in accord-
-80 ance with the provisions of this chapter.
81 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
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82 answer to question one is not in the affirmative but
83 a majority thereof in answer to questions two and
84 three is in the affirmative, such city or town shall be
85 taken to have authorized, for said succeeding twelve
86 months, the retail sale therein of wines and malt
87 beverages to be drunk on and off the premises where
88 sold, and also the sale of all other alcoholic beverages
89 but only in packages, so called, not to be drunk on
90 the premises where sold, in accordance with the
91 provisions of this chapter.


