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By Mr. Morrill of Haverhill, petition of Charles H. Morrill that the
time be limited within which children may be held without probation
or parole in county training schools. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Discharge of, or Granting of
Liberty Permits to, Inmates of County Training
Schools.

1 Section eight of chapter seventy-seven of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by adding after the word “school.”,
4 in line eight, the following new sentence: After the
5 expiration of six months from the date of commit-
-6 ment, a hearing shall be held as hereinbefore pro-
-7 vided to which the parents or guardian, if any, shall
8 be invited, and if the county commissioners deem it
9 for the best interest of the child they may permit him

10 to be at liberty or may discharge him under the con-
-11 ditions hereinbefore provided., so as to read as fol-
-12 lows: Section 8. If the county commissioners deem
13 it for the best interest of any child committed to a
14 county training school under their control, after

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 notice and an opportunity to be heard has been given
16 to the superintendent of schools, if any, otherwise to
17 the school committee of the town from which such
18 child was committed, they may permit him to be at
19 liberty upon such conditions as they deem best; or,
20 with the approval of the court which imposed the
21 sentence, they may discharge him from said school,
22 After the expiration of six months from the date of
23 commitment, a hearing shall be held as hereinbefore
24 provided to which the parents or guardian, if any,
25 shall be invited, and if the county commissioners
26 deem it for the best interest of the child they may
27 permit him to be at liberty or may discharge him
28 under the conditions hereinbefore provided. There-
-29 upon they shall enter upon their records his name,
30 the date of parole or discharge and the reason there-
-31 for; and a copy of such record shall be transmitted
32 to the court by which, and to the school committee of
33 the towm from which, he was committed.
34 If such child, in the opinion of the commissioners,
35 violates the conditions of his parole at any time
36 before the expiration of the term of his commitment,
37 the parole may be revoked. If a superintendent or

38 a school committee furnishes evidence satisfactory to
39 the commissioners of the child’s violation of said con-
-40 ditions, the commissioners shall revoke such parole,
41 and may thereupon issue an order directed to the su-
-42 pervisors of attendance or police officers of any town
43 to arrest such child wherever found and return him
44 to said school. Any such supervisor or officer shall
45 arrest the child and return him to said school, where
46 he shall be held, subject to this chapter, for the resi-

-47 due of the term of the original sentence.
48 The expense of such arrest and return, so far as



1937.] HOUSE —No. 1159. 3

49 approved by the commissioners, shall be paid by the
50 county maintaining said school. A child who has
51 been committed to a county training school shall be
52 discharged from the custody and care of such school
53 upon his becoming sixteen, whether then confined
54 therein, or on parole.
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