
HOUSE 1185

By Mr. Herter of Boston (by request), petition of Florence Birming-
ham for appointment of a joint special committee to make a survey of
the employment of married women within the Commonwealth and the
effect thereof on public relief rolls. Rules (concurrently).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

Resolve providing for a Survey of the Employment of
Married Women throughout the Commonwealth and
its Effect on Public Relief Rolls.

1 Resolved, That a special legislative commission con-
-2 sisting of three members of the house of representatives
3 who shall be appointed by the speaker thereof, and
4 two members of the senate who shall be appointed by
5 the president thereof, shall conduct a comprehensive
6 survey relative to the employment of married women
7 in the industrial, commercial, public utility, public
8 service fields, and in any other field which in its
9 judgment such study would reveal additional data of

10 value for the purposes of this resolve. This survey
11 shall be conducted by said commission which shall
12 utilize in so far as found to be practicable, whatever
13 data-assembling departments as can co-operate effec-
-14 tively with the contemplated study herein, such as the
15 department of labor and industries, so called un-
-16 employment commission, and the department of
17 education. For the sake of economy and efficiency
18 the said commission shall seek from the governor of
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19 the commonwealth his full support in providing
20 temporary clerical help, quarters, and any other
21 assistance found to be available. The said commis-
-22 sion shall conduct this survey with the view of ascer-
-23 taining the number of positions or jobs in the above
24 designated fields of employment now filled by married
25 women with reference to such number of opportunities
26 for employment thus being denied to self-dependent
27 single women and men with family dependency, many
28 of whom are now unnecessarily forced to go on the
29 public welfare rolls in their respective communities
30 to the great financial distress of the tax payers in
31 such communities throughout the commonwealth,
32 the houses of many such tax payers being, if not
33 already seized, or in jeopardy of seizure on account
34 of the owners thereof being unable to meet the burden-
-35 some tax exactions thereon. In this survey a married
36 woman is to be considered to be a woman married to
37 an employed or employable man or to a man retired
38 on public utility or public service pension rolls. In
39 order to procure the essential data and in order to
40 make said survey as complete in every detail as
41 possible the said commission shall have all the powers
42 usually granted to a legislative investigating com-
-43 mission. The said commission is hereby authorized
44 to expend, for necessary expenditures, after an appro-
-45 priation has been made therefor, a sum not to exceed
46 fifteen thousand dollars. The commission shall make
47 its final report not later than June first, nineteen
48 hundred and thirty-seven, and shall file with such
49 report to the general court such drafts of legislation
50 as it may deem necessary or advisable to carry into
51 effect, by filing same with the clerk of the house of
52 representatives.


