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By Mr. Herter of Boston, petition of Christian A. Herter relative
to effect of failure to comply with laws relating to registration of
motor vehicles and trailers. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven

An Act relative to the Effect of the Failure to comply
with the Laws relating to the Registration of Motor
Vehicles or Trailers.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter ninety of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section nine, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, as most recently amended
4 by chapter three hundred and sixty-one of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 Section 9. No person shall operate any motor ve-
-8 hide or draw any trailer, and the owner or custodian
9 of such a vehicle shall not permit the same to be

10 operated upon or to remain upon any way except as
11 authorized by section three, unless such vehicle is
12 registered in accordance with this chapter and carries
13 its register number displayed as provided in section
14 six, and, in the case of a motor vehicle, is equipped as
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15 provided in section seven, except that any motor
16 vehicle or trailer may, if duly registered, be operated
17 or remain upon any way between the hours of twelve
18 o’clock noon on December thirty-first of one year
19 and twelve o’clock noon on January first of the fol-

-20 lowing year if it carries its register number of either
21 year displayed as provided in section six, and except
22 that a tractor or trailer may be operated without such
23 registration upon any way for a distance not exceed-
-24 ing one half mile, if said tractor or trailer is used
25 exclusively for agricultural purposes, or for a distance
26 not exceeding three hundred yards, if such tractor or
27 trailer is used for industrial purposes other than agri-
-28 cultural purposes, for the purpose of going from
29 property owned or occupied by the owner of such
30 tractor or trailer to other property so owned or occu-
-31 pied. In all civil actions, including all actions under
32 section thirty-four G of this chapter, and in all suits
33 in equity, including suits in equity to reach and apply
34 the proceeds of a motor vehicle liability policy, as
35 described in section thirty-four A of this chapter, as
36 amended, the fact of the failure to comply with the
37 provisions of this section shall be considered as only
38 evidence of negligence.


