
No. 97HOUSE
Accompanying the third recommendation of the Commissioner of

Insurance (House, No. 94). Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act relating to the powers and duties of the

COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE AND Of INSURANCE

COMPANIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter one hundred
2 and seventy-five of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, as most recently
4 amended by chapter three hundred and twenty-
-5 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is
6 hereby further amended by inserting after the eighth
7 paragraph the following new paragraph;
8 At least once in five years or whenever he deter-
-9 mines it to be prudent, the commissioner shall, or

10 by his deputy or examiner, visit each rating board
11 or bureau engaged in the making of or in the pro-
-12 mulgating of classifications of risks, premium charges
13 or rating plans, and thoroughly inspect and examine
14 its affairs and make such recommendations as he
15 believes are warranted.
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1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and seventy-
-2 five of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting
4 after section ninety-eight as appearing therein the
5 following new section:
6 Section 98A. Insurance companies authorized to
7 transact business in the commonwealth under clause
8 First of section forty-seven shall file with the com-
-9 missioner of insurance classifications of risks located

10 in the commonwealth and premium charges relating
11 thereto, together with any rating plans or schedules
12 for measuring hazards of individual risks, which
13 shall not take effect until approved by the com-
-14 missioner as adequate and reasonable and not un-
-15 fairly discriminatory; provided, that upon petition
16 of any company or of any other party aggrieved, the
17 action of the commissioner in approving or disap-

-18 proving such proposed classifications of risks, pre-
-19 miums and rating plans shall be subject to review
20 by the supreme judicial court. The commissioner
21 may withdraw his approval.
22 Due consideration shall be given in the approval
23 of rates to past and prospective loss experience, to
24 conflagration and catastrophe hazards, if any, and
25 to all other factors reasonably attributable to classes
26 of risks.
27 With the approval of the commissioner departure
28 may be made from rates for such classifications in
29 accordance with rating plans, schedules and rules
30 which recognize variations in insurance hazards or
31 expense elements, or both.
32 The filings above mentioned may be made on
33 behalf of a company by a rating board or bureau if
34 such organization has previously been approved as a
35 filing agent by the commissioner of insurance.


