
HOUSE 536

By Mr. Reilly of Boston (by request), petition of Francis J. Burke
for an investigation by a special commission (including member’s of
the General Court) of the Boston Psychopathic Hospital for the pur-
pose of improving conditions of patients and employees in said hospital.
Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

Resolve establishing a special commission to in-
vestigate THE BOSTON PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL FOR

THE PURPOSE OF IMPROVING CONDITIONS THEREAT FOR

THE PATIENTS AND EMPLOYEES.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, consisting of
2 two members of the senate to be designated by the
3 president thereof, three members of the house of
4 representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, one member to be appointed by the com-
-6 missioner of mental health and one member to be
7 appointed by the governor is hereby established for
8 the purpose of making an investigation and study
9 relative to the Boston Psychopathic Hospital with a

10 view to improving conditions thereat for employees
11 and patients. The commission may employ an at-
-12 torney-at-law to assist it in its investigation and
13 study and pay said attorney a reasonable fee for his
14 services, may employ a clerk and such stenographic
15 services as it may need, mav summons witnesses and
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16 place them under oath and subpoena such records
17 as will help and assist the commission to make the
18 investigation and study under this resolve. Ihe
19 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
20 state house or elsewhere, and may expend, with the
21 approval of the governor and council, for clerical,
22 legal, other services and expenses such sums, not
23 exceeding in the aggregate five thousand dollars, as

24 may hereafter be appropriated therefor. In its in-
-25 vestigation and study the commission shall study
26 the cost of maintaining said hospital, the appropria-
-27 tions by the Commonwealth, the contributions re-
-28 ceived by said hospital from the Rockefellow Founda-
-29 tion, the Massachusetts General Hospital and other
30 hospitals, medical schools, organizations and indi-
-31 viduals, the arrangement for student nurses from
32 other hospitals, and the training and citizenship of
33 the employees, medical staff, internes, student nurses
34 and nurses. Said commission shall report to the
35 general court the results of its investigation and
36 study and its recommendations, together with a
37 draft of legislation necessary to carry said recom-
-38 mendations into effect, by filing the same with the
39 clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
40 first Wednesday of November in the year nineteen
41 hundred and forty-five.


