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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct  to  p r e v e n t  a r b it r a r y  rem o vals  o r  suspen 
sions OF STATE POLICE OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 General Laws, chapter twenty-two, is hereby
2 amended by inserting therein the following new
3 section: —
4 Section 9D. No officer appointed under section
5 nine or nine A shall be removed or suspended except
6 for just cause, and for reasons specifically given him
7 in writing within twenty-four hours after such re-
8 moval or suspension.
9 If within three days thereafter, the officer sought

10 to be removed or suspended shall so request in writ-
11 ing, he shall be given a public hearing in not less than
12 three nor more than fourteen days after the filing of
13 the request, by the commissioner of public safety
14 and he shall be allowed to answer the charges pre-
15 ferred against him, either personally or by counsel,
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16 and shall be notified in writing within three days
17 after the hearing, of the decision of the commissioner.
18 In default of such hearing, said officer shall forthwith
19 be reinstated. A copy of said reasons, notice, answer
20 and decision shall be made a matter of public record
21 in the department. Within thirty days after the
22 hearing provided for herein an officer so removed or
23 suspended, may bring petition in the district court of
24 the judicial district where he resides, addressed to
25 the justice of the court, praying that the action of the
26 commissioner may be reviewed by the court, and
27 after such notice to the commissioner as the court
28 deems necessary, it shall review such action, hear
29 witnesses, and shall affirm the decision of the com-
30 missioner unless it shall appear that it was made
31 without proper cause or in bad faith, in which case
32 said decision shall be reversed and the petitioner be
33 reinstated in his office without loss of compensation.
34 The decision of the court shall be final and conclusive
35 upon the parties.


