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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, 
AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO THE 
PETITION OF CALVERT MAGRUDER AND 
OTHERS THAT THE EPISCOPAL SOCIETY IN 
CAMBRIDGE BE AUTHORIZED TO CHANGE 
ITS NAME TO’ CHRIST CHURCH, CAM
BRIDGE.

F e b r u a r y  2, 1945.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 
the Clerk of the House January 15, 1945. Pursuant to 
notification by me an amendment of the petition was 
filed with me for the purpose of indicating why the object 
sought by the petition cannot be accomplished under 
General Laws. This amendment is enclosed herewith.

Episcopal Society in Cambridge was created by a 
special act of the Legislature February 10, 1816. See 
St. 1815, c. 82. For an act of amendment, see Acts of 
1930, c. 29.

The petition seeks to change the name of the corpora
tion. While I cannot advise that it is impossible to 
accomplish the object sought under the General Laws, 
the “ amended petition” indicates why it would be 
difficult. It also sets forth certain steps taken at the 
annual meeting of the parish. In this connection atten
tion is called to section 3 of chapter 9 of the Acts of
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1943, which were passed for the protection of the mem
bership in the case of a change of the name of a religious 
corporation. Attention is also called to the fact that in 
the instant case, the act of incorporation antedates 
March 11, 1831. See General Laws, chapter 155, sec
tion 3. There may be a question whether acceptance is 
adequately manifested by such steps as were taken prior 
to action by the General Court.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, section 
7, in the case of a corporation of this kind.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge, petition of Calvert Magruder and 
others that the Episcopal Society in Cambridge be authorized to 
change its name to Christ Church, Cambridge. Mercantile Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  Act kelative to the episcopal society in cam-
bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 The name of the Episcopal Society in Cambridge,
2 incorporated by chapter eighty-two of the acts of
3 eighteen hundred and fifteen, approved on February
4 ninth, eighteen hundred and sixteen, is hereby changed
5 to Christ Church, Cambridge.
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