
Mr. Lobel of Boston moves that this bill be substituted for the
Bill providing for a token payment in appreciation of services rendered
by men and women of Massachusetts who served in the armed forces
of the United States during World War II (House, No. 1882, changed
and amended). July 13.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A BONUS IN APPRECIATION OF

SERVICES RENDERED BY MEN AND WOMEN OF MASSA-

CHUSETTS WHO SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE

UNITED STATES DURING WORLD WAR 11, THE SAME BE-

ING FINANCED BY A STATE LOTTERY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to provide prompt
3 recognition of Massachusetts residents upon their hon-
-4 orable discharge or release from duty in the armed
5 forces of the United States during World War 11,
6 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
7 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
8 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. In order to promote the spirit of
2 patriotism and loyalty, in testimony of the gratitude
3 of the commonwealth, and in recognition of the
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4 services of certain residents of Massachusetts in the
5 armed forces during VVorld War 11, to the full extent
6 of the demands made upon them and of their oppor-
-7 tunity, the payments hereinafter specified are hereby
8 authorized.

1 SECTION’ 2. Upon application, as hereinafter pro-
-2 vided, there shall be allowed and paid out of the
3 state treasury forthwith to each citizen of the com-
-4 Inonwealth, whether male or female, who shall have
5 served in the armed forces of the United States be-
-6 tween September sixteenth, nineteen hundred and
7 forty and the official termination of all existing states
8 of war between the United States and any foreign
9 country, whether by act of congress, proclamation of
10 the president or otherwise:
11 For those persons who served only in the continental
12 United States, as defined in the federal “Mustering-
-13 out Payment Act of 1944”, so called, payments under
14 this act shall be in sums as follows:
15 One hundred dollars for persons who have per-
-16 formed active service for not more than sixty days;
17 Two hundred dollars for persons who have per-
-18 formed active service for more than sixty days and
19 not more than one hundred and eighty days;
20 Three hundred dollars for persons Who have per-
-21 formed active service for more than one hundred and
22 eighty days.
23 Persons who have performed active service outside
24 the continental United States, as so defined, shall
25 receive payment in the sum of five hundred dollars.
26 Provided, that every such citizen had been a resi-
-27 dent of the commonwealth for a period of not less
28 than six months immediately prior to his entry into
‘)C
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30 No payments shall be made hereunder unless, and
31 until such time as, the general court shall provide for
32 revenue or shall authorize specific special taxes for
33 the purpose of the repayment to the state treasurer
34 of the amounts so paid, such special taxes to become
35 invalid not later than days after such
36 repayments to said treasurer have been made in full.

1 SECTION 3. In the case of thedecease of any person
2 who, if alive, would be entitled to any benefits under
3 this act, the sum mentioned in section two to which he
4 would have been entitled shall be paid to his depend-
-5 ents, if any, otherwise to his heirs at law, in each case
6 to such persons and in such proportions as the state
7 treasurer shall determine; provided, that in making
8 such determination the order of precedence to be fol-
-9 lowed shall be, so far as practicable, as follows: wife

10 and children; mother or father; brothers and sisters;
11 other dependents; other heirs at law. No right to any
12 payment, and no payment, under any provision of this
13 act shall be subject to the claims of creditors, be ca-
-14 pable of assignment, be regarded as assets, legal or
15 equitable, of the estate of the deceased, or be made the
16 basis for administration thereof.

1 SECTION 4. Applications for payments under any
2 provision of section two of this act shall be filed with
3 the state treasurer upon forms to be furnished by
4 him. The assessors of the several cities and towns
5 shall, at the request of the state treasurer, forthwith
6 furnish to him such information relative to the resi-
-7 dence, on the first day of January in any year, of any
8 person claiming such payment, or on whose account
9 such payment is claimed, and such evidence shall
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10 be received by the state treasurer as prima facie evi-
-11 dence of the fact of such residence; provided, that
12 he may accept such other evidence of such residence
13 as he may deem adequate. The adjutant general
14 shall, upon request, certify to the state treasurer the
15 dates of service and any other military information
16 necessary or proper for carrying out the purposes of
17 this act and in his possession relative to any person
18 subject to any provision thereof.

1 SECTION 5. No person shall be eligible for any
2 payment under any provision of section one of this
3 act who shall have received a discharge other than an
4 honorable discharge from the armed forces of the
5 United States following service therein in VVorld
6 War 11, or who shall at any time during the existence
7 of such war have sought to avoid service therein
8 because of Conscientious objection to such service
9 or of alienage, or who shall have at any time during

10 the existence of such war been guilty of any wilful
11 violation or evasion of the selective service act, so
12 called, or any rule or regulation of the war depart-
-13 ment of the United States in force under such act.

1 SECTION 6. Whoever, in making or supporting a
2 claim under any provision of this act, knowingly
3 makes a false statement, oral or written, relative to
4 a fact material to such claim shall be punished by a
5 fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by im-
-6 prisonment of not more than one year, or both.

1 SECTION 7. The state treasurer shall act upon all
2 applications made hereunder, and may expend for
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3 clerical assistance and for such other expenses such
4 sums as may be necessary in carrying out the pro-
-5 visions of this act, not exceeding the sums appro-
-6 priated by the general court for the purpose.

1 SECTION 8. And that, to finance the bonus there
2 shall be set up a system of lottery, to be operated
3 through the office of the state treasurer, under which
4 plan not more than one ticket may be purchased by
5 any one individual in any one month, and under
6 which also the purchase of ticket would be limited
7 to poll taxpayers of the state. Tickets for the said
8 lottery shall be sold for one dollar each, and shall be
9 distributed by the state treasurer to the various town

10 and city treasurers of the commonwealth, and the
11 returns from the sale of said tickets shall be made to
12 the office of the state treasurer on or before the tenth
13 day of each month. Drawings for prizes shall take
14 place in the office of the state treasurer on the twen-
-15 tieth day of each month, and in no case shall any
16 prize be more than twenty thousand dollars. The
17 prizes shall be taken from twenty-five per cent of the
18 net proceeds of the lottery, after the costs of tickets
19 and other necessary expenses have been deducted
20 from the total gross proceeds. The remaining seventy-
-21 five per cent shall be turned into the general treasury,
22 and such sum or sums of the accrued amount as may
23 be necessary shall be applied to the payment of the
24 bonus. As a compensation for the town and city
25 treasurers for the extra office work and accounting
26 they shall perform under this system, they shall re-
-27 ceive one per cent of all the revenue collected by them
28 from the sale of tickets. To relieve the state treas-
-29 urer of the added burden of clerical work which the
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30 system involves, he shall be allowed additional clerks,
31 not to exceed five in number, the salaries of said
32 clerks to be paid out of the gross bonus fund.
33 The drawings for prizes shall take place in the
34 presence of the heads of five state departmentsto
35 be selected by the state treasurer.

1 SECTION 9. This act shall take effect on Septem
2 ber first of the current year.






