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Executive Department

State House, Boston, March 14, 1945

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives.

I return herewith Senate Bill 287, being “An Act
Authorizing The Establishment Within The Town of
Weymouth Of A Hospital For The Inhabitants Of Said
Town.” The measure creates a charitable corporation
called Laban Pratt Hospital, empowered to establish and
maintain a public hospital for the inhabitants of Wey-
mouth and for others who may be admitted under the
provisions of the will of Laban Pratt. The corporation
is composed of certain persons who are named and who
are made trustees of the corporation. The trustees of
the corporation are given full power to fill vacancies as
they occur, from whatever cause. Thus, this board of
trustees is, in effect, a self-perpetuating board.

While there may be a difference of opinion as to whether
the trustees, after the initial appointments made by this
measure, should be elected by the people or appointed
by the officials of the town, I can see no justification for,
and, therefore, I am opposed to the granting of the power
of self-perpetuation to a board of trustees vested with
the authority to expend public funds or funds devoted
to the purposes of the community as a whole. In my
opinion, a self-perpetuating board of trustees to manage
and control a hospital which will have to be maintained
by public funds is inconsistent with the principles of our
democratic form of Government.

I therefore recommend that the Bill be amended, first
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by eliminating the self-perpetuating feature of the board
of trustees, and secondly, by allowing the people of the
town of Weymouth to decide by referendum whether
they desire to have the succeeding trustees appointed
by the town officials or elected by the people of the town.

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


