
SENATE .... No. 549

Senate, May 10, 1945

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently, to whom were referred the Senate Order
relative to the appointment of a joint committee to be
known as the “Committee on Racing and Racing Reve-
nue’’ (Senate, No. 535) and the House Order relative to
an investigation and study by a joint special recess com-
mittee of all matters affecting horse and dog racing meet-
ings held within the Commonwealth (House, No. 1769),
report recommending that the same ought to be adopted
in the form of a new draft herewith submitted (Senate,
No. 549).

For the committe

DONALD W. NICHOLSON

Senator Mukphy and Representatives Flaherty of
Boston and Batal of Lawrence dissenting.
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Senate, May 10, 1945

Ordered, That a joint special committee be appointed
to consist of three members of the Senate to be appointed
by the President thereof and six members of the House
of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker thereof,
to be known as the “Committee on Racing and Racing
Revenue”. The member first named on the part of the
Senate shall be Chairman and the member first named
on the part of the House shall be Vice-Chairman of the
Committee. The committee is hereby authorized to sit
during the recess of the General Court for the purpose
of making an investigation and study of all matters affect-
ing racing and racing revenue.

The Committee shall investigate whether the sums
now payable to the Commonwealth by holders of licenses
to conduct horse and dog racing meetings in the Com-
monwealth are just and reasonable and whether they
are best adapted to serve the revenue requirements of
the Commonwealth. It shall review the conduct of these
enterprises for the purpose of determining whether any
change in the existing law with regard to said conduct is
necessary or desirable and what effect, if any, any changes
in the policy with regard to the granting of licenses may
have upon the revenue of the Commonwealth. It shall
also consider the probable effect, upon the gross volume
of the business of racing meetings and therefore upon the
revenues of the Commonwealth, of any changes in the
provisions of Chapter 128 A of the General Laws, so far
as it relates, either to the conduct of the business or the
payments to the Commonwealth. It shall make neces-
sary examinations and inquiries with respect to horse
and dog racing meetings held outside the Commonwealth
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by which revenue derived from pari-mutuel wagering
within the Commonwealth may be affected.

In such investigation and study the Committee' shall
consider the subject matter of current Senate documents
numbered 1 (so much as relates to horse and dog racing),
49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 129, 130, 165, 250, 251, 254, 255, 316,
319, 322, 323, 324, and current House documents num-
bered 217, 219, 220, 439, 618, 734, 735, 872, 961, 1254,
1255, 1419, 1420, 1530 (so much as relates to the reten-
tion by the Commonwealth of the “breakage” from
horse and dog racing, and to increasing the tax on money

wagered at horse and dog racing meetings) and 1575
(so much as relates to providing for the taxation of
amounts wagered at horse and dog racing meetings con
ducted in connection with State and countjr fairs).

The Committee shall be provided with quarters in the
State House or elsewhere, may hold hearings in Boston
or elsewhere, may travel within and without the Com-
monwealth, shall be entitled to receive assistance from
all public employees within the Commonwealth, may
summon and examine witnesses and require by subpoena
the production of books and papers, and may expend
for clerical and other services and expenses such sums
not exceeding, in the aggregate, fifteen thousand dollars
as may hereafter be appropriated therefor. It shall
report to the General Court not later than the first
Wednesday in January, 1946, by filing with the Clerk of
the Senate the results of its investigation, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry said recommendations into effect.

Sent down for concurrence.




