
SENATE No. 276
To accompany the petition of John E. Powers for legislation to

further regulate the control of outdoor advertising in the Common-
wealth. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act further regulating the control of outdoor
ADVERTISING IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 6of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 60, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 612 of the acts of 1946,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 60. There shall be a board to be known as
6 the outdoor advertising authority, to consist of three
7 persons to be appointed by the governor, with the
8 advice and consent of the council. Not more than
9 two of such members shall be members of the same

10 political party. Said members shall be designated in
11 their original appointments to serve for one, two and
12 three years, respectively, from June first in the year
13 of appointment. Upon the expiration of the term of
14 a member, his successor shall be appointed in the
15 manner aforesaid for three years.
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16 Each member shall hold office until the appoint-
-17 ment and qualification of his successor. The governor
18 shall, from time to time, designate one of the members
19 as chairman, and, with the advice and consent of the
20 council, may remove any member for cause and, with
21 like advice and consent, shall fill any vacancy for the
22 unexpired term. Whenever any action by the au-
-23 thority is required to be in writing, such writing shall
24 be sufficient when signed by any two of the members,
25 The authority shall make an annual report in January
26 of each year to the general court. Each member of
27 the authority shall receive from the commonwealth
28 as compensation the sum of twenty-five dollars for
29 each day’s attendance at board meetings. A meeting
30 shall be held on the first and third Wednesdays of
31 each month.

1 Section 2. Chapter 93 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 29, as most
3 recently amended by section 3 of chapter 612 of the
4 acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing: -

6 Section 29. The members of the outdoor advertis-
-7 ing authority may make, amend or repeal rules and
8 regulations for the proper control and restriction of
9 billboards, signs and other advertising devices, except

10 as provided in section thirty-two, on public ways or
11 on private property within public view 7 of any high-
-12 way, public park or reservation. Said rules and regu-
-13 lations may require that said billboards, signs or other
14 devices be licensed in accordance therewith and with
15 this section, may prescribe license fees, to be fixed
16 with regard to the cost of administering this section,
17 and need not be uniform throughout the common-
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18 wealth. Except as hereinafter provided, before estab-
-19 lishing or amending rules and regulations under this
20 section, the members of the authority shall hold duly
21 advertised public hearings in Boston and elsewhere
22 within the commonwealth as it deems necessary or
23 expedient. Cities and towns may further regulate and
24 restrict said billboards or other devices within their
25 respective limits by ordinance or by-law not incon-
-26 sistent with sections twenty-nine to thirty-three, in-
-27 elusive, or with said rules and regulations. The mem-
-28 bers of the authority shall also hold hearings to hear
29 appeals from the decisions of the executive director
30 with relation to the issuance or denial of permits for
31 advertising signs. The findings of the members of the
32 authority on matters heard before it shall be final
33 with respect to matters of law.




