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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE PREVEN-
TION OF CHILD DELINQUENCY.

Resolve reviving and Further continuing the Special Com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY
RELATIVE TO THE PREVENTION OF CHILD DELINQUENCY, THE
Rehabilitation of Delinquent Children and as to the
Advisability of establishing Institutions for the Treat
ment of Such Children.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by
chapter seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and forty-
seven and revived and continued by chapter forty-nine of the resolves
of nineteen hundred and forty-eight and chapter sixty-seven of the
resolves of nineteen hundred and forty-nine, is hereby revived and
continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation and study
relative to the prevention of child delinquency, the rehabilitation of
delinquent children and as to the advisability of establishing institu-
tions for the treatment of such children. The commission shall be
provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold
hearings, may require by summons the attendance and testimony of
witnesses and the production of books and papers, and may expend
fcr clerical and other services and expenses such sums as may be ap-
propriated therefor. Said commission shall report to thefigeneral
court the results of its investigation and study hereunder,band its
recommendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry such recommendations into effect, by filing one or more reports
■with the clerk of the senate at such time or times as the commission
may elect; provided, that the commission shall so file its final report
on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current year

Approved July 14, 195(

The Commission held its first meeting on July 19. Sen-
ator William E. Nolen was re-elected chairman and
Representative Stephen L. French, vice chairman. Re-
ports were made by various committees, and at the request
of the Youth Service Board the chairman assigned several
matters to subcommittees for detailed study.

For the past two years the Commission has worked
very closely with the Youth Service Board and has made
studies aiming toward a well-formulated program cover-
ing both facilities and methods of treatment. As the
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Board has made changes in their way of handling children
committed to their care the population of the three schools
has shown a marked decrease. Several months ago it
became evident that the School for Girls’ at Lancaster
presented a problem which must be solved promptly.
The question as to whether the school should be closed
and replaced by another facility was carefully studied,
and it was finally determined that the Girls’ School and
Reception Center would remain at Lancaster for the
present, at least, but that some of the buildings and the
farm land should be disposed of. Recently a cottage at
the Industrial School for Boys at Shirley was converted
into a Security Unit, and work is going forward on the
Detention Home in Boston.

At the request of the Youth Service Board a subcom-
mittee, consisting of three members of the Commission,
accompanied the Board to New York and New Jersey.
Because the Board is in the process of setting up a Se-
curity Unit they were particularly interested in visiting
the Annex of the State Training School for Boys at New
Hampton, New York, and the New Jersey State Re-
formatory for Males at Annandale, New Jersey. We also
visited the New York State Training School for Boys in
Orange County, New York.

The Commission is filing this interim report with the
request that it be continued. There is certain legislation
which must be drafted, and plans for further work in the
preventive field are being formulated.

We feel that the Youth Service Board has made great
strides in the brief time it. has been in office, and we look
forward with interest to their suggestions in regard to the
rehabilitation of the children placed in their care and their
facilities.

WILLIAM E. NOLEN,
Chairman.
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Vice Chairman.
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