
SENATE .... No. 536
To accompany the petition of George Alpert, president, Board of

Trustees, Brandeis University, for legislation to authorize said uni-
versity to hold additional real and personal estate and to confer addi-
tional degrees and honorary testimonials. Education.

(See section 7 of chapter 3 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 364
of the Acts of 1937 and section 2A of chapter 549 of the Acts of 1943.)

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the Senate December 7, 1950.

Pursuant to notification by me the petitioner filed an
amendment to the petition which is returned herewith.

Brandeis University was created a corporation by
chapter 326 of the Acts of 1937 under the then title of
“Trustees of Middlesex University.” The present title
was assumed March 10, 1947.

The petition has two objectives. It seeks legislative
authority for Brandeis University (1) to hold additional
real and personal estate and (2) to confer additional
degrees and honorary testimonials.

The first objective cannot be accomplished under the
General Laws, but requires an act of the Legislature if it
deems it desirable to grant the authority sought. The
bill as drawn would remove all limitation upon the au-
thority of the University to hold property, but it is not
believed that an unlimited authority should be granted.
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Ordinarily, grants of authority to eleemosynary corpo-
rations to hold real and personal estate in excess of the
amount permitted by General Laws, chapter 180, sec-
tion 9, have been limited to specific amounts. Although
such limitation involves the necessity for legislative
action if at some subsequent time it appears desirable to
extend the authority, it nevertheless insures legislative
consideration of the wisdom of such extension and prevents
the unlimited acquisition of property which becomes tax
exempt.

Bills of this character are few in number and add but
little to the work of the General Court. For a similar
recommendation by me, adopted by the General Court,
in the matter of a petition affecting the authority of the
Museum of Fine Arts to hold property, see Flouse Bill
No. 1688 of 1947, and chapter 159 of the Acts of 1947.

It is my opinion that the second objective of the
petition in respect to the authority to grant degrees can
be accomplished under the General Laws and does not
require action by the Legislature. Such action by the
Legislature would indeed tend to defeat the purposes
sought to be accomplished by chapter 549 of the Acts of
1943, establishing a board of collegiate authority in the
Department of Education. For the reasons which
prompted this action reference may be had to a message
from the Governor printed as part of Senate Bill No. 485
of 1943.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, sec-
tion 7.

Respectfully your

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act to authorize brandbeis university to hold
ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE AND TO

CONFER ADDITIONAL DEGREES AND HONORARY TESTI-

MONIALS.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

326 of the acts of 1937 is1 Section 2of chapter
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “to the
3 amount not to exceed five million dollars”, in lines
4 16 and 17 of said section, —by inserting after the
5 word “schools”, in the twenty-second line, the words:
6 and said corporation may grant such honorary
7 testimonials and confer such further degrees and
8 diplomas as may be determined and prescribed by
9 its trustees, and by inserting after the word

10 “courses”, in the last line of said section, the words:
11 ; and provided, further, that no honorary degree or
12 testimonial shall be conferred except by the vote of a
13 majority of the trustees of said corporation, —so
14 that said section, as hereby amended, shall read as

15 follows: Section 2. The said corporation shall have
16 full power and authority to determine what times and
17 places their meetings shall be holden, and the manner

18 of notifying the trustees to convene at such meetings
19 and also, from time to time, to select such professors
20 and instructors of said university as they shall judge
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21 necessary for the interest thereof; and to determine
22 the duties, salaries, emoluments, responsibilities, and
23 tenures of the same; and said corporation is further
24 empowered to purchase or erect, and keep in repair,
25 such buildings as they shall judge necessary for said
26 university; also to make and ordain, as occasion may
27 arise, reasonable rules, orders, and by-laws for the
28 regulation of their own body, and also to determine
29 and regulate the courses of instruction in said college;
30 and said corporation may receive and hold real or
31 personal estate, by gift, grant, devise, bequest, or
32 otherwise; and shall have all rights, privileges, im-
-33 munities, and powers, including the conferring of the
34 degrees of bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, doctor
35 of medicine, doctor of surgical chiropody or podiatry,
36 and doctor of veterinary medicine, upon candidates
37 recommended by the faculties of its respective schools;
38 and said corporation may grant such honorary testi-
-39 monials and confer such further degrees and diplomas
40 as may be determined and prescribed by its trustees;
41 provided, that the degree of doctor of surgical chirop-
-42 ody or podiatry shall be conferred only upon candi-
-43 dates recommended by the faculty of its school of
44 medicine and that all courses required for such degree
45 shall be approved by the approving authority estab-
-46 lished under the provisions of section two of chapter
47 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, as
48 amended by sections one and two of chapter two
49 hundred and forty-seven of the acts of nineteen hun-
-50 dred and thirty-six, and the provisions thereof rela-
-51 live to the approval of a medical school shall apply to
52 the approval of said courses; and provided further,
53 that no honorary degree or testimonial shall be con-

-54 ferred except by the vote of a majority of the trustees
55 of said corporation.


