
HOUSE No. 388
By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of John F. Dolan that cities and towns

be authorized to appropriate money for the establishment of conservation com-
missions to promote and develop natural resources. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act authorizing cities and towns to establish con-
servation COMMISSIONS TO PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF

OUR NATURAL RESOURCES, AND TO APPROPRIATE MONEY THERE-

FOR.

and House of Representatives in
by the authority of the same,

Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled, and
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 8A the following new
3 section:
4 Section 88. A city or a town which accepts this section
5 may establish a conservation commission for the promotion
6 and development of the natural resources of said city or
7 town. Such conservation commission shall conduct researches
8 into its local land areas in their respective city or town, and
9 shall seek to co-ordinate the activities of unofficial bodies

10 organized for similar purposes, and may advertise, prepare,
11 print and distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets
12 which in its judgment will further the provisions for which
13 the commission is created. They shall index all open areas
14 within the city or town, as the case may be, with the plan
15 of obtaining information pertinent to proper utilization of
16 such open areas, including lands owned by the common-
-17 wealth or lands owned by a city or town. They shall index
18 all open marshlands, swamps and all other wet lands in a
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19 like manner, and may recommend to their respective city
20 or town and to the department of natural resources and to
21 the state reclamation board, subject to the approval of the
22 city council or the selectmen, as the case may be, a program
23 for the better promotion, development or utilization of all
24 such areas. They shall keep accurate records of their meet-
-25 ings and actions and shall file an annual report with their
26 respective city or town which shall be printed in the annual
27 city or town report. The commission may appoint such
28 clerks and other employees as it may from time to time re-
-29 quire. Such commissions shall consist of not less than three
30 members nor more than seven members. The members in
31 cities shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to the pro-
-32 visions of the city charter, except in cities having or operat-
-33 ing under a Plan D or Plan E form of city charter, said ap-
-34 pointments shall be by the city manager, subject to the
35 provisions of the city charter; and in towns they shall be
36 appointed by the selectmen, excepting towns having a man-
-37 ager form of government, in which towns appointments
38 shall be made by the town manager, subject to the approval
39 of the selectmen. When a commission is first established, the
40 terms of the members shall be for such length, not exceeding
41 three years, and so arranged that the terms of approximately
42 one third of the members will expire each year, and their suc-
-43 cessors shall be appointed for terms of three years each. Any
44 member of a commission so appointed may be removed for
45 cause after a public hearing, if requested, by the appointive
46 authorities. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expira-
-47 tion of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term in a city
48 in the same manner as an original appointment, and in a
49 town as provided for in section eleven of chapter forty-one.

1 Section 2. Section sof said chapter 40 is hereby amended
,2 by inserting after clause (47) the following clause:
3 (48) For the purpose of establishing and maintaining a con-
-4 servation commission to promote the development and better
5 utilization of our natural resources, a sum not exceeding in
6 any one year the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. Said con-
-7 servation commission may receive gifts of funds, lands, build-
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8 ings or other properties in the name of the city or town, sub-
-9 ject to the approval of the city council in a city, or the select-

10 men in towns. Such gifts shall be held in the name of the
11 city or town, but may be managed for the purposes set forth
12 in this act by the aforementioned commission.




