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By Mr. Anthony of Haverhill, petition of Albert W. Boulanger and Charles
H. Anthony relative to the removal of a city manager by a majority vote of
the city council under a Plan D charter. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to the removal of a city manager by

MAJORITY VOTE OF THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER A PLAN D CHARTER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 The second paragraph of section 89 of chapter 43 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section 8 of
3 chapter 459 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out, in line 2, the words “two thirds” and inserting
5 in place thereof the words: majority, so as to read as
6 follows: The city manager may be removed for cause by
7 the city council, by a majority vote to be taken by a call of
8 the yeas and nays entered upon the records of the council,
9 but he shall, prior to his removal, upon his request, be given

10 a written statement of the reasons alleged for his removal and
11 shall have the right to be heard publicly thereon at a meeting
12 of the city council prior to the final vote on the question of
13 his removal, but pending and during such hearing the city
14 council may suspend him from office. The action of the city
15 council in suspending or removing the city manager shall be
16 final, it being the intention of this provision to vest all au-
-17 thority and fix all responsibility for such suspension or re-
-18 moval in the city council. In case of the absence, disability
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19 or suspension of the city manager, the city council shall
20 designate the head of some department to perform the duties
21 of city manager during such absence, disability or suspension,
22 and, in case the office of city manager becomes vacant, the
23 city council shall designate the head of some department to
24 serve as acting city manager until a new city manager is
25 appointed.


