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By Mr. Heaney of Newton (by request), petition of Philip C. Thibodeau and
others for legislation to regulate traffic control signals and the conduct of opera-
tors of motor vehicles and to promote the safety of pedestrians crossing the high-
ways. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act to define the meaning of traffic control signals

AND TO FURTHER AND PROMOTE THE SAFETY OF PEDESTRIANS
AND TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 89 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 4B the following new
3 sections:
4 Section Jfi. Traffic-Control Signal Legend. - Whenever
5 traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting the
6 words “go,” “caution” or “stop,” or exhibiting different
7 colored lights successively one at a time, or with arrows, the
8 following colors only shall be used, and said terms and lights
9 shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians

10 as follows:
11 (a) Green alone or “go.”
12 (1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight
13 through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place pro-
-14 hibits either such turn. But vehicular traffic, including ve-
la hides turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to
16 other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the inter-
-17 section or an adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal is
18 exhibited.
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19 (2) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the
20 roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.
21 (b ) Yellow alone or “caution” when shown following the
22 green or “go” signal.
23 (1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is thereby warned
24 that the red or “stop” signal will be exhibited immediately
25 thereafter, and such vehicular traffic shall not enter or be
26 crossing the intersection when the red or “stop” signal is
27 exhibited.
28 (2) Pedestrians facing such signal are thereby advised
29 that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway, and any
30 pedestrian then starting to cross shall yield the right-of-way
31 to all vehicles.
32 (c) Red alone or “stop.”
33 (1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before en
34 tering the crosswalk or the near side of the intersection or,
35 if none, then before entering the intersection and shall re-
36 main standing until green or “go” is shown alone.
37 (2) No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the road-
38 way unless he can do so safely and without interfering with
39 any vehicular traffic.
40 id) Red with green arrow.
41 (1) Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously
12 enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated

43 by such arrow, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians
44 lawfully within a crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully u
45 ing the intersection.
46 (2) No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the road-
47 way unless he can do so safely and without interfering with
48 any vehicular traffic.
49 (e) In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected
50 and maintained at a place other than an intersection, the
51 provisions of this section shall be applicable except as to
52 those provisions which by their nature can have no ap-
53 plication. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or mark-
54 ing on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be
55 made, but in the absence of any such sign or marking the
56 stop shall be made at the signal.
57 Section JZ). Pedestrian Walk and Wait Signals. When-
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ever special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words
“walk” or “wait” or “don’t walk” are in place such signals
shall indicate as follows:

58
59
60

(a) Walk: Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed
across the roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be
given the right-of-way by the drivers of all vehicles.

61
62
63

( h ) Wait or don’t walk; No pedestrian shall start to cross
the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedes-
trian who has partially completed his crossing on the walk
signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the
wait or don’t walk signal is showing.

64
65
66
67
68

Section 4-E. Flashing Signals. Whenever an illuminated
flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or signal
it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic, as follows:

69
70
71

(1) Flashing red (stop signal): When a red lens is il-
luminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of ve-
hicles shall stop before entering the nearest crosswalk at an
intersection or at a limit line when marked, or, if none, then
before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed
shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop
at a stop sign.

79
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77

78
(2) Flashing yellow (caution signal): When a yellow lens

is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of ve-
hicles may proceed through the intersection or past such
signal only with caution.

79
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(3) Flashing green (pedestrian signal): When a green lens
is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of
vehicles may proceed through the intersection or crosswalk
past such a signal only with caution. (Ch. 2937, P. L. 1952.)

83
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Section JjF. Pedestrians subject to Traffic Regulations. —•

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals or the
directions of a police officer at intersections, but at all
other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges and
shall be subject to the restrictions hereinafter stated.

87
88
89
90
91
92 Section Jffii. Pedestrians’ Right-of-Way in Crosswalks.

(a) When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in
operation, or where there is no police officer on duty, the
driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way, slowing down
or stopping if need be to so yield to a pedestrian crossing the

93
94
95
96



[Jan.HOUSE No. 766.4

0

*

97 roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the
half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling, or98
when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the op-99

100 posite half of the roadway as to be in danger.
101 ( b ) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other
102 place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle
103 which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield.
104 (c) Paragraph (a) shall not apply under the conditions
105 stated in section 4H (6).
106 (d) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked cross-
107 walk or at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to
108 permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of any
109 other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake
110 and pass such stopped vehicle.
11l Section 411. Crossing at Other than Crosswalks.
112 (a) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other
113 than within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked
114 crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to
115 all vehicles upon the roadway.
116 (6) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where
117 a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been
118 provided shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon
119 the roadway.
120 (c) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic-control
121 signals are in operation pedestrians shall not cross at any
122 place except in a marked crosswalk.
123 Section J+l. Drivers to exercise Due Care. Notwith-
124 standing the foregoing provisions of this chapter every driver
125 of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with
126 any pedestrian upon any roadway, and shall give warning
127 by sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise
128 proper precaution upon observing any child or any confused
129 or incapacitated person upon a roadway.
130 Section 4J. Pedestrians on Roadways. (a) Where side-
131 walks are provided it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian
132 to walk along and upon an adjacent roadway.
133 ( b ) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian
134 walking along and upon a highway shall, when practicable,
135 walk only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder,
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136 facing traffic which may approach from the opposite direc-
-137 tion.
138 Section J+K. Violations of Preceding Sections not Evidence
139 of Negligence. A conviction of, or a plea of, guilty to a
140 violation of sections shall not constitute negligence nor be
141 received as evidence of negligence of the person violating
142 the same in any civil proceeding in any court.
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