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By Mr. Capraro of Boston, petition of Charles W. Capraro for legislation to
scertain the will of the people with reference to the question of the enactment
if legislation by the General Court providing for the abolition of the death
lenalty in murder cases. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

An Act to ascertain the will of the people with refer-
ence to the question of the enactment of legislation

BY THE GENERAL COURT PROVIDING FOR THE ABOLITION OF
THE DEATH PENALTY IN MURDER CASES, EXCEPT IN CERTAIN
CASES.

i House of Representatives iBe it enacted by the Senate and House o
by the authority of the samGeneral Court assembled, and

follows

1 Section 1. For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the
2 people with reference to the enactment of legislation by the
3 general court providing for the abolition of the death per
4 alty in murder cases, the state secretary shall cause to be
5 placed on the official ballot to be used at the biennial state
6 election in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-eight the
7 following question: “Shall the General Court enact legis
8 lation abolishing the death penalty in murder cases, except
9 in the case of a person who has been found guilty of murder

in the first degree of an officer, guard, employee or visitor of
1 a prison.

1 Section 2. The votes upon said question shall be re-
-2 ceived, sorted, counted and declared, and copies of records
3 thereof transmitted to the state secretary, laid before the
4 governor and council, and by them opened and examined, in
5 accordance with the laws relating to votes for state officers
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6 and copies of records thereof, so far as such laws are appli-
-7 cable. The governor shall make known the result by de-
-8 daring the number of votes in the affirmative and the number
9 in the negative, and shall transmit a statement of such re-

-10 suit, in writing, to the clerk of the house of representatives.
11 If a majority of said votes is in the affirmative, it shall be
12 deemed and taken to be the will of the people that the gen-
-13 eral court shall enact legislation providing for the abolition
14 of the death penalty in murder cases, except in the case of
15 a person who has been found guilt}'- of murder in the fir^l
16 degree of an officer, guard, employee or visitor of a prison
17 and if a majority of said votes is in the negative, it shall be
18 deemed and taken to be the will of the people that the gen-
-19 eral court shall not enact said legislation.
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