
HOUSE 894

By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of Otis M. Whitney for legislation to
regulate further the inspection of elevators. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act further regulating the inspection of elevators.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 62, as most recently amended by chapter
3 722 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 62. The commissioner shall divide the coinmon-

-6 wealth into districts, the number and limits of which may
7 from time to time be changed in his discretion. The com-
-8 missioner shall cause an approved system of elevator inspec
9 tion to be instituted and maintained in each city and town in

10 a district. Each city and town, whenever the commissioner
11 shall so request, shall submit to him a written report specify-
-12 ing the number and types of elevators therein, the system of
13 elevator inspection employed and such other information
14 necessary for him to determine whether it has an approved
15 system of elevator inspection. A city or town shall be deemed
16 to have an approved system of elevator inspection if it has a
17 building inspector or a person acting as such unless, in the
18 opinion of the commissioner, it has failed to appoint an ade-
-19 quate number of competent elevator inspectors or otherwise
20 provide for competent inspection of all elevators within such
21 city or town. The commissioner shall assign an adequate
22 number of competent inspectors for all elevators in cities
23 and towns in a district not having an approved system of
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24 elevator inspection. The commissioner shall determine as
25 near as may be practicable the aggregate cost of the inspec-
-26 tions made in each district by inspectors assigned by him
27 and shall annually assess each city and town therein not
28 having an approved system of elevator inspection such portion
29 of the aggregate cost as the number of elevators in each such
30 city or town bears to the total number of elevators in all such
31 cities and towns. The building inspector or person acting as
32 such in a city or town having an approved system of elevator
33 inspection and all inspectors assigned by the commissioner
34 shall have supervision of the installation, alteration, main-
-35 tenance, inspection and approval of all elevators within their
36 respective jurisdictions, and shall enforce the regulations of
37 the board of elevator regulations. No elevator shall be in-
-38 stalled or altered until a copy of the plans and specifications
39 of such elevator or of the proposed alterations shall have been
40 filed by the owner of the premises where the elevator is to be
41 installed or altered, or by the manufacturer of the elevator,
42 with the inspector or building inspector having jurisdiction,
43 and a certificate of approval or a specification of requirements
44 shall have been issued by him. The word “elevator” shall
45 include moving stairways.


