
HOUSE 1437

By Mr. Perkins of Hingham, petition of Arthur 0. Jacobson for legislation
to regulate further the installation and maintenance of revolving doors in cer-
tain buildings. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act further regulating the installation, use and

MAINTENANCE OF REVOLVING DOORS, SO CALLED, IN CERTAIN
BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 218 as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion 1 of chapter G54 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 218. An inspector may issue a certificate author-
-6 izing the installation, maintenance or use of a revolving door
7 as an exit or means of egress from a place of assembly within
8 a building to the outside of such a building, if the place of
9 assembly is occupied by a ground floor restaurant purveying

10 food only and where no alcoholic beverages are sold for con-
-11 sumption on the premises; other places of assembly shall
12 require that between such a place of assembly and such door
13 there exists one or more unobstructed areas of safety, includ-

-14 ing stairways, exit corridors and similar areas, which are, in
15 the opinion of the inspector, sufficient to accommodate with
16 safety all persons reasonably to be expected to use the same
17 as means of egress or escape from such place of assembly or
18 such building. Said door shall be a type known as a collapsi-
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19 ble revolving door, having four wings, each of which is inde-
-20 pendently supported on a pivoted column and each of which
21 is provided with an automatic releasing mechanism of non-
-22 corrosive materials which will permit, by means of ordinary
23 pressure exerted upon opposite wings by two persons, the
24 wings to be folded back on one another like the leaves of a
25 book, there being no brackets, bars, cables, chains or other
26 devices to prevent the folding back of the wings in such
27 manner, and, being of such type, meets with the approval
28 of the commissioner. Such a door shall be accredited as a
29 required means of egress; provided, that the diameter of its
30 enclosure is not less than six feet four inches adjacent to said
31 door a required exit of the so-called swing door type. In
32 such instances, but only as to buildings in existence on July
33 first, nineteen hundred and forty-seven, as the inspector, in
34 accordance with regulations issued by the commissioner under
35 section fifty-four, determines that the nature of the occu-
-36 pancy is such that it is neither practicable nor necessary for
37 the safety of persons who may use such a door to require
38 such additional exits of the so-called swing door type, such
39 additional exits shall not be required and such door shall be
40 accredited as a required means of egress. During such time
41 as a certificate is outstanding as to any such door, such door
42 shall be inspected, at least once in each period of twelve con-
-43 secutive months, by an inspector, and such a certificate shall
44 continue in force and effect only while such door is maintained
45 in a safe and operable condition, as evidence by the affidavit
46 of a person having control of the same filed with the inspector
47 at least once in every period of three consecutive months and
48 by the report of the inspector following such periodic inspec-
-49 tion. Such person shall be responsible, both civilly and crim-
-50 inally, for any violation of any of the applicable provisions
51 of law relative to the installation, maintenance or use of
52 such door.


