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By Mrs. Murray of Northborough (by request), petition of Joseph L. Richards
and others for requiring the filing with municipal assessors of copies of contracts
relating to the leasing or transfer of realty. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act to require the piling of copies of contracts re-
lating TO THE LEASING OR TRANSFER OF REALTY WITH THE
ASSESSORS OF THE MUNICIPALITIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purposes of this act the term “real
2 estate” shall be limited to parcels of land.

1 Section 2. All parcels of real estate lying within the
2 boundaries of the commonwealth are parts of the common-
-3 wealth.

1 Section 3. All contracts relative to parts of the com-
-2 monwealth are matters of common or public concern.

1 Section 4. For the purposes of this act the term “con-
-2 tract” shall be limited to contracts relative to the whole
3 parcel or to subdivisions of parcels which become leaseholds
4 or independent parcels by the terms of the contract.

1 Section 5. All contracts as herein defined relative to the
2 transfer or leasing of parcels of real estate, including sale
3 agreements, leases, easements, options, reversions, restrictions,
4 entail, or any other such contracts relative to the title, pos-
-5 session or occupancy of real estate, as herein defined, by
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6 whatever name, designation or description such a contract
7 is called or described, shall be made with a sufficient number
8 of signed copies of each such contract so that a copy or copies
9 of each such contract may be filed with the board or boards of

10 assessors in each of the municipalities in which such parcel
11 or parcels covered by each such contract, respectively, is or
12 are situated; and such copies certified by the drafter of such
13 contract or contracts, shall be filed with the respective boards
14 of assessors, aforesaid.

1 Section 6. Failure to file a copy of such a contract relative
2 to real estate within sixty days of its effective date or the
3 date of transfer of the parcel or parcels concerned in the
4 contract, whichever is later, as provided in section five, shall
5 be punishable by a fine of not less than one quarter nor more
6 than four times the value of the parcel or parcels of real
7 estate involved in the contract, as it or they may be appraised
8 by the board or boards of assessors in the municipalities,
9 respectively, in which copies of the contract should have

10 been filed; and such fines or fine shall apply without dis-
-11 tinction and severally to the parties to the contract, including
12 the actual owner and any straws, and to the drafter of the
13 contract.

1 Section 7. The fine or fines imposed shall constitute a
2 lien upon each parcel concerned in the contract.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect January first, nine-
-2 teen hundred and fifty-eight.


